
RIGHTEOUSNESS T H R O U G H GHRIST. 

A N K I X I ) was made so helpless by s in that the L o r d 

said, " T h t y are all gone aside, t h c y are a l together 

bccome filthy; there is none that d o e t h good , no, not 

o n e . " ' Paul exprcsscs i t , " T h e r e is none r ighteous, 

no, n o t one. " " 

Righteousness is r i g h t do ing , or r i g l i t bc ing. A pcrson 

must bc r i g h t in his heart and r i g h t i n his Uving to be r i g h t ­

eous. B u t al l people have s inned, because there is e v i l in the i r 

very nature. T h i s nature is called the carnal m i n d , and we 

read that " t h e carnal m i n d is e n m l t y against G o d ; for i t is n o t 

subject to the law o f G o d , ne i ther indecd can be . " " N o m a n 

can be r ighteous whüc his m i n d is g i v c n t o the flesh, and sin. 

Therefore the carnal m i n d must bc taken awa\ f r o m the s inner 

before he can become r ighteous. 

Je.sus saw man's helpless c o n d i t i o n , and camc f r o m heaven 

to save h i m from sin and enable h t m to l i ve in rltrhteousncss. 

o 

' P.S. 14 : 3. - Rom. 3 : 10. Chapter 8 ; 7. 
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T h e law of G o d is good a n d spir i tual ,* but man is too weak and 

füll o f sin to obc)^ i t u n t i l he becomes a new creature. M a n can 

not change his o w n heart, and the law w i t h o u t Chr i s t can o n l y 

condemn h i m ; " f o r b y the law is the knowledge o f s in . " "' H a d 

i t been possible for the s inner t o m a k e h imse l f r ighteous , he 

could have saved himsel f w i t h o u t the b lood o f Chr i s t beincf 

shed for h i m . T h e person w h o tr les o f h imse l f t o be r ighteous, 

finds s o m e t h i n g i n his nature w h i c h compels h i m t o say, " T h e 

g o o d that I w o u l d I do n o t ; but t h e e v i l w h i c h I w o u l d not , 

that I d o . " A g a i n he says, " I see another law in m y members , 

w a r r i n g against the law o f m y m i n d , and b r i n g i n g me i n t o 

capt iv i ty to the law o f s in i v h i c h is i n m y members . " T h e n he 

cries out in bitterness, " O w r e t c h c d m a n that 1 a m ! w h o shall 

deliver me f r o m the body o f this d e a t h ? " ' ' 

S i n is a bodv o f death so strono- that no m a n can del iver 

h imse l f f r o m its power. Y e t Satan wishes m a n t o t h i n k that , 

i f he Is a s inner at a l l , he can g c t free f r o m s in w i t h o u t Chr is t . 

Tl""^. clecciver w o u l d have m e n belie\«2 they are able t o keep 

th« commandments o f G o d in themselves, because he does not 

want t h e m t o seek t h e L o r d for s t rength . B u t t h e s imple fact 

i s ^ h a t m a n is wretched, a n d miserable, a n d poor, and helpless, 

and t h e L o r d desires that m a n shall Icarn this . G o d desires 

h i m t o fcel as D a v i d feit when he said, " M i n e Iniquit les have 

taken h o l d upon me, so that I an i n o t able t o l o o k u p ; t h e y are 

more t h a n t h e hairs o f m i n e head; therefore m y heart fa i leth 

me . " W h e n he learned his t rue c o n d i t i o n he prayed, " B c 

pieased, O L o r d , t o de l iver me; O L o r d , make haste t o help 

me . " ' I t is w h e n m a n gives up a l l to t h e L o r d that he__get5 a l l 

he needs__jn_Christ. F o r Chr is t " i s made u n t o us w i s d o m . 

* Rom. 7:12, 14. ^ Chiipter 3: 19, 20. " Chapter 7 :19-24. ' Ps. 40:12 , 13. 
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and righteousness, and sancti f ication, and r e d e m p t i o n . " T h e n 

where is our r ighteousness?—It is i n Jesus, for the prophet 

says, " T h i s is H i s name w h e r e b y H e shall be called, T H E 

L O R D O U R R I G H T E O U S N E S S . ' " 

T h e law o f G o d t o l d m a n to do r i g h t , but he failed; t h e n our 

Saviour came and obeyed for h i m . T h e law said t h a t he should 

die, because he had n o t been r ighteous , b u t C h r i s t d ied i n his place. 

M a n was condemned because he had no righteousness; b u t t h r o u g h 

fa i th he receives t h e righteousness o f Chr i s t . " F o r H e [ t h e 

F a t h e r ] h a t h made H i m [ t h e S o n ] to be s in for us, w h o k n e w 

no s in ; that we m i g h t be made t h e righteousness o f G o d i n 

H i m . " J e s u s had no sin o f H i s o w n , but H e t o o k u p o n H i m 

the sins of m e n . A n c l m e n had no righteousness o f t h e i r o w n , 

so Jesus gave t h e m H i s . T h e prophet says, " S u r e l y H e h a t h 

borne our griefs, a n d carr icd our sorrows." I t was the w e l g h t 

o f Our sins on Jesus that made H i m sweat b l o o d i n t h e garden. 

O u r sins caused H i s death on the cross. " H i s o w n seif bare 

our sins i n H i s o w n body o n the tree, that we, b e i n g dead to 

sins, should l i v e u n t o r ighteousness . " ' ' 

Jesus came t o earth. and l i v e d a life o f suffering a n d sor row, 

and t h e n d ied on the cross, because H e l o v e d even the lowest 

o f helpless sinners. " F o r w h e n we were yet w i t h o u t s t rength , 

i n due t i m e Chr i s t d ied for t h e u n g o d l y . " A n d again i t is 

w r i t t e n , " G o d c o m m e n d c t h H i s love t o w a r d us, i n that , wh i l e 

we were yet sinners, Chr i s t d i cd for us." '" ' W e need n o t be lost 

whi le the L o r d is so ready to save us. E v e n the d y i n g for our 

sins has been done; t h e suffering has been borne t o settle for 

our condemnat ion, and the law has been obeyed b y Jesus i n 

every part. 

^ 1 Cor. I ; 30. '"2 Cur. 5 : 21. 1 Peter 2 : 24, 
" ]cr. 23 : 6. 1' Isa. 53 : 4- Rom. 5 ^ 6. 8. 

V 



RIGHTEOUSNESS THROUGII CHRIST. 163 

But h o w can a s inner crct all this ricrhteousness? T h e blessed 

t h o u g h t is that he can exchange his sins for i t al l . I t is free to 

ever\ one w h o w i l l take i t as a o-ift. A n d there is also life w i t h 

the righteousness, for the apostle says, " T h e y w h i c h receive 

abundance o f Q-race and o f the trift o f rio-hteousness shall reio^n 
o 0 0 . 0 

in l i fe by one, Jesus C h r i s t . " Righteousness is g i v e n w h e n a 

person w h o l l y beheves God's W o r d . F o r the scr ipture says, 

" A b r a h a m bcüeved G o d , a n d it was counted unto h i m for rio-ht-

eousness." A n d i t also tcaches that w h c n the u n g o d l y person 

believes, his fa i th is counted for righteousne.ss. " F o r we say 

that fa i th was reckoned t o A b r a h a m for r iohteousness." " T h e 

reason w h y his faith was counted to h i m for r ighteousness was be­

cause he bel ievcd e\'ery w o r d that G o d said, w i t h o u t even a doubt . 

H e actuallv belie\'ed that G o d w o u l d do evcrv thincf H e had 

promised. H e came i n t o pcrfect h a r n i o n y w i t h G o d . " A n d 

therefore i t I the fa i th] was i i n p u t e d to h i m for righteousness." '" ' 

A b r a h a m bel ievcd al l t h e worcls o f G o d , a n d t o o k t h e m i n t o 

his heart. T h u s the W o r d o f G o d became the gfuide o f A b r a -

ham's m i n d ; that is, the m i n d o f G o d was i n A b r a h a m ' s 

faith. There fore his faith could p r o p e r l y be counted for r i g h t ­

eousness; and i t was so counted because that fa i th <!ontained t h e 

W o r d o f G o d , w h i c h is righteousness i t s e l f T o receive the 

W o r d o f G o d is t o receive C h r i s t and H i s nghteousness. T h e 

faith o f A b r a h a m w i l l accept a n d receive every W o r d o f G o d . 

A n d i f w e t h u s believe i t w i t h al l the heart, the r ighteous m i n d o f 

Christ w i l l bc i n us, and our fa i th w i l l be counted for ricrhteous-

ness. 

T h e L o r d w o r k s to take every stain o f sin away f r o m HJs^ 

chi ldren, therefore H e washes t h e m clean, and makes t h e i r . 

" Rom. 4 : 3, 5, 9. Verse 22. 
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robes o f character pure a n d "white, i n the b l o o d o f the L a m b . ' " 

H e represents man's w o r k s as f i l t h y c l o t h i n g , and t h e r ighteous­

ness o f Chr i s t as w h i t e r a i m e n t . A n d H e asks the s inner t o 

give u p his f i l t h y rags, and be c lothed i n the beauti ful garments 

o f Christ 's r ighteousness. T h e prophet sang o f t h i s r ighteous 

robe, saying, " I w i l l g reat ly re joice i n the L o r d , m y soul shall 

be j o y f u l i n m y G o d ; for H e h a t h 

c lothed me w i t h t h e o-arments o f 

sa lvat ion, H e h a t h covered me w i t h 

t h e robe o f righteousness, as a 

b r i d e g r o o m decketh h i m s e l f w i t h 

• Ornaments, a n d as a b r i d e a d o r n -

e t h hersei f w i t h her j e w e l s . " ' ' 

T h i s robe o f riehteousness is 

t h e perfect l i fe w h i c h Jesus l i v e d , 

w h i c h is counted as ours w h e n w e 

bel ieve. Christ ' s o w n life a n d rio-ht-
o 

eousness, as H e n o w i s , l ives i n H i s 

c h i l d r e n , so t h a t a l l m a y be as Paul 

said o f himself , " I a m crucif ied w i t h 

C h r i s t ; nevertheless I l i v e ; y e t n o t 

I , b u t C h r i s t l l v e t h i n m e ; a n d the 

life w h i c h I n o w l i v e i n the" flesh I l i v e b y t h e fa i th o f the S o n 

o f G o d , w h o l o v e d me, and gave H i m s e l f for me." "* I t was 

Christ 's S p i r i t and life i n Paul t h a t enablcd h i m t o obey t h e 

commandments o f G o d . A n d t h a t was h o w Jesus was P a u l s 

righteousness. 

A s soon as the s inncr lets go o f his o w n ways and accepts 

Jesus as his Saviour, hc becomes a ch i ld o f G o d , and begins t o 

Rev. 7 :14. " I s a . 61:10. ^**Gal. 2 : 20. 

" My soul shall be joyful in my 
God. . , . Me hatK coVered me 
with the robe of righteousness." 
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l i ve the righteousness o f Chr is t . H e does n o t have to make 

h imse l f r ighteous by his g o o d w o r k s , for he is given t h e mind and 

character o f Chr is t , and al l the riches and r ighteousness o f 

heaven become his. T h e L o r d is anxious to have h i m believe 

i t , too , w i t h al l his heart. H e is not plcased at h a v i n g H i s 

chi ldren sad a n d discouraged, for " l i g h t is s o w n for t h e r i g h t ­

eous, a n d gladness for t h e u p r i g h t i n heart . " " F o r T h y m e r c y 

is great u n t o the heavens, a n d T h y t r u t h u n t o the clouds." 

D a v i d , w h e n t a l k i n g w i t h t h e Redeemer, said, " O p e n t o 

me the eates o f righteousness; I w i l l so into t h e m , a n d I w i l l 

praise the L o r d . " T h e gates are now open, and Jesus is Galling 

upon a l l to enter i n . H e says: " C o m e u n t o M e , a l l ye that labor 

and are heavy laden, and I w i l l g i v e y o u rest. T a k e M y y o k e 

upon you, and learn o f M e ; for I a m meek and l o w l y i n heart ; 

and ye shall find rest u n t o y o u r souls. b o r M y y o k e is easy, 

and M y bürden is l i g h t . " " 

Blessed i n v i t a t l o n ! the Sav iour ca l l ing H i s l a b o r i n g people 

to come and receive rest i n H i m . T h e sinner, w i t h his heavy 

load o f g u i l t , is asked t o put his bürden o f s o r r o w on Chr i s t . 

T h e poor o f al l classes can come and receive a c r o w n a n d 

k i n g d o m . T h o s e w h o are pcrsecuted for righteousness ' sake 

can lay t h e i r shame on H i m , w h o tender ly shares i t w i t h t h e m . 

F o r the S o n o f G o d is in every j a i l , ä n d court , and pr i son , and 

furnace, where H i s ch i ldren are afflicted, t o bear the reproach 

w i t h them. A l l that come, r ieh and poor, find sweet rest i n 

Jesus. A l t h o u g h the Redeemer is n o w the j o y o f a l l heaven, 

yet H e lives with the h u m b l e , a n d s t i l l loves the^jpoor and 

needy. H e has n o t forgot ten h o w weary H e used to be w h e n 

H e w o r k e d at t h e carpenter's trade i n N a z a r e t h , or w h e n H e 
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walked over the Valleys and m o u n t a i n s of judea and Gali lee 

seekins" t o save the lost. 

Man 's s in m a y be e\'er so great, yet the righteousness 

o f C h r i s t can take i t al l away. I n H i m is found the law 

fulfil led b y i m p l i c i t obedience, and we are cqmplete i n H i m . ' " 

N o n e need be afraid t o stand before the j u d g m e n t seat i n the 

righteousness o f Chr i s t , because the righteousness o f heaven 

itsel f is g i v e n t o the s inner w h e n he is converted. T o the 

sinner w h o w i l l take the Q-lft j t is said, " C o m e now, a n d l e t us 

reason together, saith the L o r d ; t h o u g h y o u r sins be as scarlet, 

they shall be as w h i t e as s n o w ; t h o u g h t h e y be r e d l i k e cr imson, 

they shall b e a s w o o ! . " " ' I f the sinner's heart is dark , v/ i l l he 

not be readv t o have i t made l i i^ht? I f his sins are red as 

b lood , does he n o t w a n t t h e m made w h i t e r t h a n snow? 

L e t the sinner confess his wlckedness t o the L o r d , and then 

believe t h a t Christ 's rio-hteousness is Q;iven h i m at that m o m e n t . 

H e does n o t have t o do s o m e t h i n g t o be f o r g i v e n a n d made 

r ighteous, because righteousness is " b y fa i th o f Jesus C h r i s t 

u n t o a l l a n d u p o n a l l t h e m t h a t b e l i e v e ; for there is no differ-

e n c e . " A l l g o o d is i n Chr is t , and m u s t come t o us f r o m H i m 

cont inual ly . H e say.s, " W i t h o u t M e ye can do n o t h i n g . " I t 

is t£ust i n God's promises w h i c h g ives s t rength . I t is res t ing in 

H i s W o r d w h i c h g ivcs peace. T h e p r o p h e t says, " L e t the 

w i c k e d forsake his way, and the unr ighteous m a n his t h o u g h t s ; 

and let h i m r e t u r n u n t o the L o r d , and I f e w i l l ha^-e mercy u p o n 

h i m ; and t o our G o d , for H e w i l l a b u n d a n t l y pardon . " '^ 

Pardon is abundant , and there should be no d o u b t i n g i t . 

T h e L o r d is not pieased w i t h doubts ; H e wants fa ith. U n b e l i e f 

" C o l . 2 : 9 , IO. -Rom. 3:23. ^^}o\mi5:5. 
Isa. I : iS. isa. 55; 7. 
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is sin. G o d can not be worsh iped by o u r doubts, ne i ther 

can we g r o w s t r o n g on t h e m . N o t one can g a i n a v i c t o r y 

t h r o u g h doubts . A l l must learn by faith and g r o w s t r o n g in 

bel ieving. 

Bedouin Women and Ghi'dren. 



THE CHURCH A N D ITS ENEMIES. 

H E churches organlzed b y the apostlcs and early 

Chr is t ians were t a u g h t t o obey t h e c o m m a n d m e n t s 

o f G o d a n d t o hve after the example o f Chr i s t . 

Jesus had commiss ioned H i s discipies t o teach a l l 

nations " t o observe a l l th ings w h a t s o e v e r " H e h a d c o m m a n d e d 

t h e m ; and had p r o m i s e d t o be w i t h t h e m always, " e v e n u n t o 

the e n d o f t h e w o r l d . " ' H e had said: " I a m t h e v ine , ye 

are the branches. H e that ab ideth i n M e , a n d I i n h i m , t h e 

same b r i n g e t h f o r t h m u c h f r u i t ; for w i t h o u t M e ye can do 

n o t h i n g . " ' John, w h o w r o t e th is s a y i n g o f Chr is t , said t o t h e 

churche.s, " H e that saith he abideth i n H i m o u g h t h i m s e l f also 

so t o walk, e^'en as H e walkecl . " " P a u l says, " W e are members 

o f H i s body, and o f H i s flesh, and o f H i s b o n e s . " ' " C h r i s t is 

the head o f the church ; and H e is the Sav iour o f the body . " ' ' 

^Matt. 28:30. ^ T j n l m . : 6 . *Kph. 5:30. 
•John 15: 5. •'Verse 23. 

( 1 6 S ) • 
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T h e thoughts o f the C h r i s t i a n are cont inua l ly clirected to the 

Saviour in al l the teaching o f the apostles. Jesus was t o be the 

very life and power o f H i s people. I t is w r i t t e n , " A s ye have 

therefore received Chr i s t Jesus the L o r d , so w a l k ye i n H i m ; 

rooted and bui l t up in L l i m , and stablishecl in the faith, as ye 

have been t a u o h t . " " 

T h e r e Is to be a c o n s t a n t l o o k i n g t o Jesus. L l e is t o al l t h e 

A u t h o r and F i n i s h e r o f the i r fa i th . H e is the i r sunshine,^their 

l i g h t , their j o y , t h e i r w i sdom, the i r s t r e n g t h , t h e i r righteousness, 

and the i r shleld. H i s people are to be u n l t e d i n heart to 

H i m ; and H i s S p i r i t a n d love are to dwel l in t h e m . T o 

t h e m H e says : " I w i l l not leave y o u comfortless ; I w i l l come 

to you . . . . Because I l ive, ye shall l i ve a lso . ' " C h r i s t 

dwclls b y H i s S p i r i t w i t h H i s people so fu l ly that Paul said, 

" C h r i s t l i v e t h i n m e ; and the life w h i c h I n o w l ive i n the flesh 

I l i ve by the fa i th of the Son o f God. " ' " C h r i s t was made the 

head, the foundat ion , and the chief corner-stone o f the church. 

" H e is the head o f the body, the c h u r c h , " " and is H i m s e l f the 

" c h i e f corner-stone." ' " " O t h e r f o u n d a t i o n can no m a n lay 

than that is la id , w h i c h is Jesus C h r i s t . ' " ' N e i t h e r the pope o f 

R o m e , nor M a h o m e t , nor any other man, or set o f men, is the 

head o f the church. Chr i s t is head o f H i s o w n church, and 

also head o f every m a n i n the church. Says the apostle, " I 

w o u l d have 5'ou k n o w , that the head o f every m a n is Christ . "^" 

I n the l i fet ime o f the apostles thousands were conver ted w h o 

•walked faithful ly i n the footsteps o f Jesus. T h e w o r k spread so 

rapidly a m o n g the nations that Satan became aroused lest his 

kincrdom should be destroved. Persecution therefore begran. 

'̂ CoL 2:6, 7. " I Cor. 3:11-
^Johii 14:18, 19. ' • ' ^ - 1-Chapter 11:3-

Enli. 2:20. 
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Christ ians must decide t o g ive up their faith in Chr i s t or to suffer 

death. IMany d i c d for t h c i r fa i th. B u t persecution only made 

God^s_peopl£ in^ faithful . T h e s ^ m e sp i r i t w h i c h C h r i s t had 

" ^ ' ] i { £ i E £ 5 ^ ^ dwel t w i t h H i s suffering people, and 

i t gave t h e m v i c t o r y even In the i r death. A n d In H i s W o r d to us 

Chr is t says, " Be t h o u fa i thful u n t o death, and I w i l l g i v e thee a 

c rown o f l i f e . " " A n d a g a i n : " B l e s s e d are ye, w h c n men shall 

revi le y o u , and persecute you , and shall say all manner o f ev i l 

against y o u falsely, for M y sake. Rejoice, anci be exceeding 

g lad ; for great Is your reward i n heaven.' ' '^ B u t the m o r e t h e 

Christ ians were persecuted and slain, the farther was C h r i s t i a n i t y 

spread abroad. T h e followers o f Jesus were often filled w i t h 

j o y , and w o u l d s i n g praises, w h e n b e i n g t o r t u r e d o r i m p r i s o n e d ; 

and their j o y w o u l d reach other hearts, and cause t h e m also t o 

accept Christ . 

A f t e r a whi le Satan discovered that persecution only h lndered 

his o w n cause, so he cleclded t o chano-e his nianner o f act ion. 

H e t h e n ceased t o be so cruel, and w o r k e c T t o K f i n g w o r l d l y -

m i n d e d people i n t o the church. M a n y idolaters t h e n professetT 

to believe in Jesus, and these were baptized and u n i t e d w i t h the 

church. T h e y were not Christ ians , but s i m p l y u n c o n v e r t e d 

church-members. T h e more such professors were added to t h e 

church, the weaker i t became. ]\Iany heathen w h o were r i e h 

and p r o u d professed to believe i n Christ , a n d were called Chr i s ­

tians. T h e y b r o u g h t m u c h o f the i r ido la t ry w i t h t h e m i n t o t h e 

church. B y t h e m m a n y pia in , s imple t r u t h s o f the Gospe l w e r e 

rejected, and heathen practises were i n t r o d u c e d i n the i r place. 

T h e i r influence was exceedingly bad i n t h e church, because 

many foUowed the i r ev i l ways. 

"̂ Rev. 2 : IO. i'.Matt. 5 : i i , 12. 
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Paul , i n warning- against this danger to t h e church, said: " I 

k n o w this , that after m y d e p a r t i n g shall gr ievous wo lves enter 

in a m o n g you , not s p a r i n g the flock. A l s o o f y o u r o w n selves 

shall men arise, speak ing perverse th ings , t o d r a w away discipies 

after t h e m . " "̂ Peter also w r o t e t o the churches o f th is same 

t h i n g , saying: " T h e r e shall be false teachers a m o n g y o u , w h o 

p r i v i l y shall b r i n g i n damnable heresies, even d e n y i n g the L o r d 

that b o u g h t t h e m , and b r i n g u p o n themselves swif t dest ruct ion . 

A n d m a n y shall fo l low the i r pernic ious ways; by reason o f w h o m 

the way o f t r u t h shall be evi l spoken o f " ' " T h o s e w h o are far 

away f r o m G o d are so filled w i t h selfishness that t h e y w a n t others 

to fo l low t/ißm, a n d they persecute al l w h o differ f r o m t h e i r 

ways. I^hey do not k n o w t h e law o f G o d themselves, and ean 

not understand i t i n others. 

T h e heathen general ly fear that the gods w h i c h they w o r s h i p 

are angry w i t h t h e m , and that some pa in fu l t h i n g must be done 

to pacify t h e m . L o r this reason t h c y puni sh themselves w i t h 

stripes, or bruises, or by other pa inful affi ictions, t h i n k i n g that 

such things w i l l cause their gods to p i t y t h e m . T h e heathen 

hopes for a blessing f r o m his gods t h r o u g h p i t y . T h e t rue 

Chr is t ian s imply trusts i n the love o f G o d , and his heart is 

filled w i t h j o y . 

T h e heathen have been t a u g h t to pray t o the dead, because 

they believe the spirits o f the departed can intercede w i t h the 

gods for t h e m . T h i s manner o f pray er was b r o u g h t i n t o the 

church by the unconver ted heathen w h o professed t o bel ieve i n 

Christ . I t was called " t h e invocat ion o f the saints." T h e same 

custom is kept up t o this day. Some pray t o Peter, a n d some 

to Paul ; but m a n y more pray t o M a r y , the m o t h e r o f Jesus. 

'"Acts 20: 2g, 30. ^"2 Peter 2 : i , 2. 
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A l l such prayei ' is a denial o f the L o r d Jesus, w h o has b o u g h t 

U S w i t h H i s o w n precious b lood . H i s is t h e o n l y name g i v e n 

under heaven by w h i c h m a n can be s a v e d . B u t Satan had 

determined on t u r n i n g Chr is t ians away f r o m the W o r d o f G o d , 

and from their t rus t i n t h e Sav iour ; so a constant effort was 

made to have heathen customs pract ised by the church. 

T h e r e were m e n i n those t imes w h o ga thered bones and o t h e r 

relics f r o m the t o m b s o f t h e dead and elsewhere, and sold t h e m 

to superstit ious believers. I t was t a u g h t b y the priests that 

there was some blessed charm a b o u t these relics w h i c h w o u l d 

keep off evil sp ir i ts , and do m a n y w o n d e r f u l th ings for those 

w h o possessed t h e m . T h e relics were sought for, w h i l e the 

hearts o f the people were f i l led w i t h bl indness, superst i t ion, a n d 

unbelief . 

\_,. Rules were establishcd on purpose to suit the carnal m i n d , i n 

Order tha t greater numbers m i g h t be b r o u g h t Into the c h u r c h . 

F o r this cause s p r i n k l i n g and p o u r i n g were i n t r o d u c e d t o take 

the place o f bapt ism. T h e r e were those w h o objected t o b e i n g 

immersed, or b u r i e d i n the water , as t a u g h t a n d practised b y the 

apostles, and these were spr ink led , or water was p o u r e d u p o n 

them, as best suitecl the i r n o t i o n . 

T h a t s t i l l greater numbers m i g h t be counted, ch i ldren , and 

even infants, were s p r i n k l e d and recorded as members . These 

were t o o y o u n g to either choose or believe for themselves; a n d . 

thousands o f t h e m g r e w u p w i t h o u t a n y C h r i s t i a n experience. 

So the church was crowded w i t h the unconverted . 

M a n y w h o professed C h r i s t i a n i t y a m o n g the Genti les had 

been worshipers o f the sun, and had regarded t h e Sunday , o r 

the first day o f the week, as the i r hol iday. T h e w o r l d l y - m i n d e d 

Acts 4 : 12. 



The Publishing of the "Sunday Edict" by Gonstantlne —a messenger of the emplre 
affixina to the v/ai! of a public building the prociamation. 

NoTF. .—"These edicts were scnt abroad to the dififerent cities o f the em­

plre in the form of circulur letters anc lposted upon the walls of these cities, 

to be read bv the piibHc. The original was often wr i t ten in the eniperor's 

own band, and from this translated intu the differcnt tong-ies of the e m p i r e . " 

t 
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a m o n g t h e m st i l l desired t o retain t h e i r Sunday Festival, but d id 

not love the L o r d ' s Sabbath, w h i c h came u p o n the seventh day 

of the week. Chr is t had observed the Bib le Sabbath w h i l e H e 

was u p o n the earth, " and t h e discipies o f C h r i s t k c p t " t h e 

Sabbath accordino- to the commandment;"^'^ b u t here was a class 

in the church w h o refused to obey this c o m m a n d m e n t . S u n d a y 

was n o t observed i n the church d u r i n g the l i fe t ime o f the 

apostles. S i r A^^illiam D o m v i l l e says: "Centur ies o f the Chr is ­

t ian era passed away before t h e Sunday was observed b y the 

Chr is t ian church as a sabbath. H i s t o r y do^s n o t furni-sh us 

w i t h a Single p r o o f or ind icat ion that i t was at any t i m e so 

observed previous to the sabbatical eclict o f Cons tant ine . " 

Constant ine was an emperor o f R o m e , w h o made an edict 

or law for Sunday-keeping , a n d it was publ ished in t h e year 

A. D. 321. I t said: " L e t all the judges and townspeople rest o n 

the venerable day o f the s u n ; but let those w h o are s l tuated 

in the c o u n t r y freely and at füll l i b e r t y a t t e n d to the business o f 

agriculture, because it often happens that no other day is so fit 

for s o w i n g corn and p l a n t i n g v ines ; lest the cr i t i ca l m o m e n t 

be ing let slip, m e n should lose the commodl t ies g r a n t e d b y 

heaven. G i v e n the seventh day o f M a r c h . " Cons tant ine was 

a heathen w h e n he made this l a w ; but w h e n he professed t o 

believe in the C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n hc s t i l l a l lowed i t to remain 

in forcc. 

Neander, a church h i s tor ian , in w r i t i n g on the subject, says: 

" T h e festival o f Sunday, l ike al l o t h e r festivals, was a lways 

only a h u m a n ordinance, and i t was far f r o m t h e I n t e n t i o n o f 

the apostles t o establish a d i v i n e c o m m a n d i n t h i s respect, far 

from them, and f r o m the early apostoHc church t o transfer t h e 

®̂ Luke 4:16. " Chaptur 23: 5Ö. 
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law o f the Sabbath to Sunday . " I t was the emperors and 

princes o f the R o m a n E m p i r e and' the bishops and priests o f 

the R o m a n C h u r c h w h o made th is change. T h e y d i d i t t o 

please the heathen teachers, a n d the u n c o n v e r t e d members i n 

the church o f those t imes. T h e R o m a n Catho j ic wr i ters c laim 

that t h e i r church made the change f r o m Sabbath t o Sunday . 

I n a Cathol ic b o o k called " T h e A b r i d ^ m e n t o f C h r i s t i a n 

D o c t r i n e , " we f ind this quest ion a n d answer : " H o w prove y o u 

that the church h a t h power t o c o m m a n d fasts a n d h o l y days ? 

A7is.—By the very. act o f c h a n g i n g the Sabbath i n t o Sunday . " 

M o s t o f t h e i r books o n d o c t r i n e c la im t h e same t h i n e . T h e 

Bible , i n speaking o f the p o w e r t h a t should t h i n k t o make the 

change, says, " H e shall speak words against the M o s t H i g h , 

and shall wear out the saints o f the M o s t H i i ^ h ; a n d he shaU 

t h i n k to chano-c the t imes and the law. " T h a t c h u r c h thouo-ht 

itself able to take the Sabbath out o f the law o f the M o s t Hio-h, 

and place in its stead the Sunday, w h i c h rested o n l y upon t h e 

a u t h o r i t y o f man. I n d o i n g . this i t put Itself i n the place o f 

G o d , and asked a l l the w o r l d to bow at its feet. T h u s the 

scr ipture was fulfi l led w h i c h speaks o f a power called " t h e m a n 

o f s in , " " w h o opposeth and exal teth h imse l f above a l l that is 

called G o d , or t h a t is w o r s h i p e d ; so that he as G o d s i t te th i n 

the teinple o f God, s h o w i n g h imse l f t h a t he is G o d . " " 

B u t what had become o f the church o f Chr i s t? T h e r e was 

a v e r y large organizat ion o f w o r l d h - m i n d e d people w h o called 

themselves " t h e c h u r c h , " but the S p i r i t o f C h r i s t was n o t found 

there. T h e h u m b l e , tender d i spos i t ion o f the Sav iour had 

depar ted ; and those w h o ru led that people were the "grie\^ous 

w o l v e s " o f w h o m Pau l w r o t e . T h e y had come i n t o de\-our 

the flock. 
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T h i s body o f people, assuming t o be the church o f Chr is t , 

took control o f the R o m a n E m p i r e , and ru led over the k l n g d o m s 

of the earth. I t had rel ig ious laws made to suit Itself, a n d 

compelied k l n g s and princes to enforce these laws u p o n the 

people. T h i s u n h o l y course b r o u g h t fiery tr ials u p o n those 

who were u n w i l l i n g t o obey t h e dictates o f the R o m a n C h u r c h . 

"They v/andered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and ca\'es of 
the earth. " 

T h e r e were three thines w h i c h m l i j h t be done in those t imes . 

T h e first was to g ive up fa ith i n C h r i s t and obey the priests o f 

R o m e ; the second was to refuse this obedience, and be put t o 

death ; the t h i r d was t o hlde away i n t h e wilclerness or a m o n g 

the mountains and in the caves o f the earth, and take one's 

chances for life. 

M a n y chose to leave their homes and tiee to the f r iendly 
12 
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wilderness and Hills for p r o t e c t i o n . T h e L o r d had said by H i s 

prophet , " M y sheep wandered t h r o u g h al l the mounta ins , and 

upon every h i g h h i l l ; yea, M y flock was scattered u p o n al l 

the face o f the earth."^' T h e y t r u l y " w e r e stoned, they were 

sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain w i t h the s w o r d ; they 

wandered about in sheepskins a n d g o a t s k i n s ; b e i n g dest itute, 

afflicted, t o r m e n t e d ; . . . they wandered i n deserts, and i n 

mounta ins , and i n dens a n d caves o f the e a r t h . ' " ' 

These aff l lctlons c o n t i n u e d for more t h a n a thousand years, 

d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e m i l l i o n s o f God's scrvants were slain by the i r 

persecutors. M a n y were destroyed by the sword , some were 

p u t to death b y s t rangl ing , a n d others were starved i n dungeons. 

Great numbers were b u r n e d at the stake, Thousands perlshed 

f r o m co ld and nakedness, because t h c y chose to die i n that 

manner rather t h a n t o be taken by the i r persecutors to suffer a 

more cruel death. B u t those w h o passed t h r o u g h these fiery 

tr ials gained the victor\ over the e n e m y b y m e e k l y d y l n g for 

the t r u t h . Sa id Jesus, " W h o s o e v e r shall lose his l ife för M y 

sake and the Gospel's, the same shall save i t . " ' * J o h n had 

w r i t t e n b v Inspirat ion, " T h e y overcame h i m [ S a t a n ] b y the 

b lood o f the L a m b , and by the w o r d o f the i r t e s t i m o n y ; a n d 

they loved n o t the i r l ives u n t o the death . " 

F o r hundreds o f years an effort was made t o keep the 

Scr iptures away f r o m the c o m m o n people, a n d even educated 

men seldom saw the B ib le . T h e priests of R o m e conducted 

the i r Services i n the L a t i n language, w h i c h was n o t unders tood 

by many w h o heard t h e m . B u t the L o r d had ordered the 

Gospel t o be preached i n al l the w o r l d a n d t o every creature, '" 

a n d therefore a change had to take place. 

^^Eze. 34:6- - M a r k 8:35. 
=^Heb. 11:37, .-̂ S. =^:\rark i 6 ; i ö . 
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A m a n namecl J o h n Wycl i f f e , w h o hved in E n g l a n d over 

five h u n d r e d years ago, t rans la ted the Scr iptures i n t o the 

E n g l i s h language. H i s death occurred i n A . D . 13S4; b u t he 

had Started a w o r k , w h i c h has g o n e f o r w a r d , g a i n i n g s t rength , 

for more t h a n five centuries. W v c l i f f e has been called t h e 

" m o r n i n g star o f the R e f o r m a t i o n . " T h e priests had t r i e d t o 

have the sentence o f death passed u p o n h i m whi le he was 

engaged i n his w o r k , and f o r t y years after he was dead t h e y 

dug Up h is body a n d burned his bones, as a t e s t imony o f the i r 

condemnation o f his w o r k , 

John Huss , a Bohemian , b o r n i n A , D . . 1370, accepted the 

teachings o f Wycl i f fe . H e preached the W o r d o f G o d d i rec t ly 

to the people, a n d spokc against the wlckedness o f the popes 

and the bishops o f those t imes. • H i s w r i t i n g s and publ ic labors 

condemned the sins o f the great m e n o f t h e professed church, 

and this caused t h e m to d e m a n d his arrest. W h e n b r o u c h t t o 

tr ia l he s tood firmly b y the teachings o f his life. Because o f 

his refusal t o change his course o f w o r k , o r to confess t h a t he 

had been in error, he was burnecl at the stake in A . D . 1415. I n 

prepar ing h i m for death, his enemies placed u p o n his head a 

crown w i t h f r ight fu l pictures o f demons p a i n t e d u p o n i t . H e 

received i t , saying, " M o s t j o y f u l l y w i l l I wear t h i s c r o w n o f 

shame for T h y sake, O L o r d Jesus, w h o for me didst wear a 

crown o f t h o r n s . " I n t h e flames he sang t i l l his voice was 

silenced i n death. W h e n his b o d y was consumed, his ashes, 

and the g r o u n d u p o n w h i c h they lay, were gathered u p and 

t h r o w n i n t o the r i ver R h i n e . Jeronie, a c o m p a n i o n i n labor 

w i t h Huss , was also condemned and b u r n e d at the stake the 

foUowing year. 

A b o u t one h u n d r e d years after H u s s and Jerome were 
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burned , great numbers o f m e n were raised u p t o publ i sh abroad 

the W o r d o f G o d , and t o defend its t r u t h . T h e y were found 

i n G e r m a n y , E n g l a n d , France, Swi tzer land , Scot land, H o l l a n d , 

and other countr ies at the same t in ie . Perhaps M a r t i n L u t h e r , 

o f G e r m a n y , was the ablest and bohlest o f t h e m al l ; b u t U l r i c 

Z w i n g l i , o f Swi tzer land , W i l l i a m T y n d a l e , o f E n g l a n d , J o h n 

" Most joyfully I Wear this crov/n of shame for Thy sake, O Lord desus, v/ho 
for me didst Wear a crov/ri of thorns," 

K n o x , o f Scot land, L o u i s Bercjuin, o f PVance, and m a n y others, 

d i d batt le nobly for the same g o o d cause. 

L u t h e r was the hrst to translate the Scr iptures i n t o the 

G e r m a n language. H e had been i n school m a n y )-ears before 

he k n e w o f the ent i re Hible. B u t h n d i n g a L a t i n copy o f i t in 

a l ibrary , he w o u l d read, and t h e n exc la im, " O h , i f G o d w o u l d 

g i v e me such a b o o k as this ! " H e became so deeply interested 

i n the teaching o f God's W o r d that he feit h imse l f called upon 
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to translate and publ ish it in a language w h i c h his c o u n t r y m e n 

could read. 

G o d sustained L u t h e r i n the w o r k w h i c h he had undertaken. 

H i s influence for good was feit over al l t h e C h r i s t i a n w o r l d . 

B u t no m a n ever met w i t h greater Opposition i n any cause t h a n 

L u t h e r met f r o m the R o m a n Cathol ic C h u r c h . A t one t i m e he 

was condemned by t h e m t o die for his fa i th , y e t P r o v i d e n c e 

kept the enemy f r o m t a k i n g his life, and at last he died in peace 

in his o w n bed at Eis leben. 

W h i l e L u t h e r was g i v i n g the B ib le t o the people i n the 

German language, W i l l i a m T y n d a l e was t r a n s l a t i n g i t In to the 

E n g l i s h tongue. H e carr ied his w o r k o f t rans la t ion t o greater 

perfection than Wycl i f f e had done. A n d as the art o f p r i n t i n g 

books was i n use at this t ime , copies o f God's W o r d w^ere 

rapidly multipUed, and p u t i n t o c i rculat ion. T h e enemy cut 

the life o f T y n d a l e short by s t r a n g l i n g h i m i n A . D . 1536, but 

man could n o t stop his w o r k . T h a t is yet g o i n g forward , i n its 

influence upon others, w h i c h resulted i n o u r c o m m o n vers ion. 

A t the same t ime that the W^ord of G o d was b e i n g publ ished 

in the G e r m a n and E n g l i s h tongues, Le fevre was t r a n s l a t i n g i t 

into t h e P'rench, and scatter ing i t a m o n g ' t h e people, to be read 

and obeyed. T h e w o r k o f r e f o r m was b c g u n i n H o l l a n d even 

before It succeeded i n G e r m a n y ; but the preach ing a n d w r i t i n g s 

o f L u t h e r , and the b o l d stand w h i c h he t o o k for t h e W o r d o f 

God, encouraged m e n i n all the nat ions o f E u r o p e t o d o t h e 

same t h i n g . T h u s f r o m the commencement o f L u t h e r ' s w o r k , 

in about A . D . 1517, the true Gospel Hght began t o break 

anew upon the nations o f t h e earth. jNIany persecutlons a n d 

drawbacks have been met, w h i c h were designed t o check i t ; b u t 

it has gone forward , and i t must go u n t i l i t has done its w o r k . 
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H R O U G H every agc since A d a m feil m e n have been 

p r o m i s e d a g lor ious future. I n a l l these years God's 

people have h o p e d for the t i m e w h e n the i r lost Para-

dise w o u l d be restored. B u t before the redeemed 

can see that g lad day, Jesus must come again. 

E n o c h , o f the seventh genera t ion f r o m A d a m , exclaimed, 

" B e h o l d , the L o r d cometh w i t h t e n thousand o f H i s sa ints . " ' 

D a v i d sang, " H e c o m e t h t o j u d g e the ear th ; H e shall juclge t h e 

w o r l d w i t h righteousness, and the people w i t h H i s t r u t h . " ' J ob 

expressed his hope by saying, " I k n o w that m y Redeemer 

l i ve th , and t h a t H e shall s tand at the^at ter clay u p o n ^he e a r t h . " ' 

T h e j o y o f a m u l t i t u d e Is t o l d in these g l a d w o r d s : " A n d i t 

shall be said I n that day, L o , this is our G o d ; we have 

wai ted for H i m , and H e w i l l -save us; th is is the L o r d ; w e 

have w a i t e d for H i m , we w i l l be g l a d a n d rejoice In H i s 

sa lvat ion."* T o H i s discipies Jesus said, " T h e Son o f m a n 

^ Jude T.4. - Ps. 96 : 13. ]oh 19 : 25. * Isa. 25 : 9. 

( 1 8 2 ) 
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shall come i n H i s g l o r y , and a l l the h o l y angels w i t h t l i m . " ' ' 

T h e angels w h o attended at Christ ' s ascension said t o H i s 

discipies, as H e was passing f r o m t h e i r s lght , " Y e m e n o f 

Galilee, w h y s tand ye gaz ing u p i n t o heaven? th is same Jesus, 

which is taken u p f r o m y o u i n t o heaven, shall so come i n l i k e 

manncr as ye have 

Seen H i m g o i n t o 

heaven."" 

T o c o m e f r o m 

heaven i n the same 

manner In w h i c h H e 

w e n t t o h e a v e n , , 

would be t o descend 

i n a c l o u d , w h i l e 

people behold H i m . 

So i t is said, " T h e y 

shall see t h e S o n 

o f m a n c o m l n o f 

i n t h e clouds o f 

heaven w i t h power 

a n d great g l o r y . ' " 

" B e h o l d , H e cometh 

w i t h clouds; a n d every eye shall see Fi lm."** It is His second 

Coming to whicJi the Christian is looking in hope. " A n d u n t o 

t h e m w h i c h l o o k for H i m shall H e appear the second t i m e 

w i t h o u t sin u n t o salvation." ^ " L o o k i n g for t h a t blessed hope, 

and the g lor ious appear lng o f the great G o d and o u r Saviour 

Jesus C h r i s t . " " 

^Matt. 2 5 : 3 1 . 'Matt. 2 4 : 3 0 . - Heb. 9 : 2 8 . 

'^Acts T : T l . ^ Rev. i : 7 . "•"Titus 2 : 1 3 . 
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T h e n the people o f G o d _ w i l I see, withjheii^qw-n^eyes^ H i m 

who d ied for t h e m . A s stated b y John, " W e shall see H i m as 
H e is." Job wrote , " I shall see for myself^ and m i n e eyes shall 
behold, a n d not another . " B u t when t h e redeemed shall see "' 
H i m l i tera l ly as H e is, t h e y will hear H i m w i t h H i s o w n vo ice 

te i l t h e sweet s torv of H i s love. A n d w h o does not want t o 

hear the s tory t o l d ? 

Chr is t w i l l t h e n c r o w n H i s people. Said Paul : " I have 

fought a g o o d fight, I have finished m y course, I have kept the 

fa i th ; henceforth there is l a i d up for me a c r o w n of righteousness, 

w h i c h the L o r d , t h e r ighteous Judge, shall g i v e me at that day; 

and not t o me only , b u t u n t o a l l t h e m also t h a t l o v e H i s 

a p p e a r l n g . " " Peter says, " W h e n t h e C h i e f S h c p h e r d shall 

appear, ye shall receive a c r o w n o f g l o r y that fadeth not away . " ' ' 

W h e n Jesus comes again, H i s ch i ldren w i l l receive the i r 

reward i n g lory . " W h e n Chr i s t , w h o is our life, shal l appear, 

t h e n shall ye also appear w i t h Him i n g l o r y . " ' ^ I t has ever 

been the deslre o f Chr i s t t o dwel l w i t h H i s people; a n d this H e 

w i l l do w h e n they are g lor i f ied. 

T h e ^ e v i d e n c e s ^ h a t C h r i s t is c o m i n g soon are many. I n 

speaking o f those t h i n g s w h i c h should p r o v e t h e event t o be 

n i g h at hand, Jesus said, " T h e r e shall be signs i n the sun, and 

In t h e m o o n , and i n the s t a r s . " " F o l l o w i n g t h e signs i n the 

heavens, there were others t o appear on the e a r t h : " Distress o f 

nations, w i t h perp lex i ty ; the sea a n d the waves r o a r i n g ; men's 

hearts fa i l ing t h e m for fear, and for l o o k i n g after those t h i n g s 

w h i c h are c o m i n g on the earth. . . . A n d t h e n shall they see 

the Son o f m a n c o m i n g in a c loud w i t h power and great g l o r y . " 

" 2 Tim. 4.7. S. '^^uke 21:25. 
1 Peter 5 : 4 . " *° Verses 25-37. 
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Christ ians are t o l d to rejoice because the Saviour 's c o m i n g 

is n i g h at hand. " A n d w h e n these t h i n g s beg in t o come to 

pass, t h e n l o o k up, and l i f t u p y o u r heads; for y o u r r e d e m p t i o n 

draweth n i g h . ' " ' I t is an event t o be desired b y H i s people, 

because H i s c o m i n t j is the set t i m e to bless Z i o n . I n the 

Gospel b y M a r k the signs o f 

Christ ' s Coming are clescribed 

i n these w o r d s : " B u t i n those 

days, after that t r i b u l a t i o n , 

t h e sun shall be darkened, 

and the m o o n shall n o t g i v e 

her l i g h t , and t h e stars o f 

heaven shall fall , and the 

powers that are i n heaven shall be 

shaken. A n d t h e n shall they see 

the Son o f m a n c o m i n g i n the 

clouds w i t h p o w e r and g l o r y . ' " ' 

T h e first s lgn here m e n t i o n e d , the 

d a r k c n i n g o f the sun, was fulf i l led M a y 

19, 1780. Rev . W m . Pot ter , w r i t i n g in 

regard t o this event, said o f t h e d a r k ­

ness: " P e o p l e left their w o r k i n the field; travelers stopped; 

schools broke up at e leven o'clock; people l i g h t e d candles at 

noonday: and the fire shone as at n i g l i t . A great par t o f the 

n i g h t was also s ingular ly d a r k . " Webster ' s D i c t i o n a r y o f 1S69 

says o f that d a r k day: " B irds sang the i r e v e n i n g songs, clis-

appeared and became si lent; fowls w e n t t o roost ; cattle sought 

the barn-yard, and candles were l i g h t e d i n the houses. T h e 

true cause o f this remarkable p h e n o m e n o n Is n o t k n o w n . " 

Luke 2 1 : 2 8 . • '̂ Mark 13 : 2 4 - 2 6 . 

"People 
left their 
v/ork in the field; tra'/elers 
stopped." 
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Horses cou [d not be compelied to lea\'e the ' 
stablc when Wanted for serv'icc." 

T h e Boston Gazette o f M a y 22, 1780, speaks o f the d a r k 

day in the f o l l o w i n g terms : " I t g r e w darker and darker u n t i l 

nearly one o'clock, w h e n i t became so d a r k that t h e inhabi tants 

were obl iged t o q u i t their business, 

and they had t o dine by the l i g h t o f 

a candle." 

T h e Connecticut Jotimal 

of M a y 25, 1780, said, " T h e 

greatest darkness was at least 

equal t o w h a t Is c o m m o n l y 

called candle ~ licrhtincr i n 
ö o 

the evening . " H e r s c h e l , 

the great astronomer, says, 

" T h e d a r k day In N o r t h 

A m e r i c a was one o f those 

wonderful phenomena o f na­

ture w h i c h w i l l always be read w I t h interest, but w h i c h p h i -

losophy is at a loss t o exp la in . " 

T h e m o o n refused to shine. T h e tex t says, " T h e m o o n 

shall not g i v e her l i g h t . " T h i s s ign was accomplishecl the n i g h t 

f o l l o w i n g t h e d a r k day. I n Stone's " H i s t o r y o f B e v e r l y " i t is 

w r i t t e n , " T h e n i g h t succeeding that day [ M a y i g , 1780] was o f 

such p i t c h y darkness that i n some instances horses could n o t be 

compel ied t o leave the stable w h e n w a n t e d for service." T h e 

m o o n had fulled the n i g h t previous , and i t was not possible for 

an eclipse to occur at that t ime, yet the darkness was such 

that a w h i t e paper could not be seen w h e n held w i t h i n a few 

inches o f the eye. 

M r . T e n n e y , o f N e w H a m p s h i r e , is reported b y the H i s t o r -

ical Society as saying: " T h e darkness o f the f o l l o w i n g even ing 
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was probably as gross as has ever been observed since t h e 

A l m i g h t y first gave b i r t h t o h g h t . I could n o t help conce lv ing 

at the t ime , that i f every l u m i n o u s body i n the universe had 

been shrouded i n impenetrablc darkness, or Struck out o f exist-

ence, the darkness could n o t have been m o r e complete . " T h a t 

n i g h t was by some called " t h e blackness o f darkness." T h e 

füll m o o n a n d a l l the stars o f heaven could n o t lio-ht the first 

h a l f o f t h e n ight . A f t e r m i d n i g h t the darkness began t o pass 

away, and t h e n the m o o n had the appearance o f a great ba l l 

o f b lood. 

T h e Stars feil f r o m heaven. T h e next t h i n g foreto ld b y the 

Saviour was the fa i l ing o f the stars. T h i s was fulf i l led b y 

mihions o f s h o o t i n g stars or me­

teors fallincr to the g r o u n d i n the 

early m o r n i n g o f N o v . 13, 1833. 

The Christian Advocate and Joiir-

nal said o f the faUing stars: " I t 

seemed as i f the w h o l e starry 

heavens had congregated at one 

po int a n d were shoot ing f o r t h 

w i t h the ve loc i ty o f l i g h t n i n g , 

i4 and yet were n o t exhausted; 

thousands swl f t ly fo l lowed i n 

the track o f thousands, as i f 

they were created for the 

occasion." 

Freder ick Douglass , the 

crreat orator o f the colored 

race, descr ibing the fa i l ing stars i n his book, " M y Bondage a n d 

F r e e d o m , " says: " T h e air seemed filled w i t h b r i g h t descending 

"The air seemed filled v/ith bright de-
scendina messenners." 
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messengers f r o m the sky. I t was about daybreak w h e n I saw 

this subl ime scene. I was n o t w i t h o u t the sucf^festlon at that 

m o m e n t , that i t m i g h t be the harb inger o f the Coming o f the 

Son o f m a n ; and In m y t h e n State o f m i n d , I was prepared to 

hail H i m as m y f r i end a n d del iverer. I had read t h a t the stars 

should fall f r o m heaven, a n d they were n o w fai l ing. I was, 

suffering i n m y m i n d , a n d I was b e g l n n i n g to l o o k away to 

heaven for the rest denied me on the ear th . " 

M a n y t h o u g h t the end o f t h e w o r l d had come, and thousands 

prayed for mercy, because they be l ieved that no other chance 

would be g i v e n t h e m . N u m e r o u s w r i t e r s g i v e accounts o f the 

fa i l ing of the stars, b u t none te i l it better than H e w h o said, 

" A n d the stars o f heaven feil u n t o the earth, even as a fig tree 
casteth her u n t i m e l y figs, w h e n she is shaken o f a m i g h t y w i n d . " 

T h e v e r y heavens seemed to be shaken at one p o i n t , a n d t h e 

meteors were t h r o w n f r o m the sky l i k e g reen f r u i t f r o m a tree 
w h e n i t is shaken b y a m i g h t y w i n d . The stars o r meteors did 

not fall s t ra ight d o w n t o the g r o u n d , but were scattered i n m a n y 

directions, as snowflakes descending i n a s torm. 

" T h e sea a n d the waves roarincr." Fo l lowino- t h e sio-ns in 

the sun, m o o n , a n d stars, o t h e r wonder fu l th ings were to appear 

on the earth, causing the hearts o f m e n t o fail t h e m w i t h fear. 

M i g h t y waves were to r o l l i n f r o m the sea in fu l f i lment of 

these words o f our Saviour, " T h e sea a n d the waves roarincr; 

men's hearts fa i l ing t h e m for fear, and for l o o k i n g after those 

th ings w h i c h are Coming o n t h e e a r t h . " ' " T h e great waves are 

supposed t o be caused by earthquakes In the oceans. 

Recently, in m a n y parts o f the w o r l d , t h e seacoasts have 

been o v e r r u n b y t ida l waves. A w r l t e r says he saw, on the 

Rev. 6 : 13. L u k e 21 : 25, 2 6 . 
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Pacific Coast o f South A m e r i c a , the surface o f the sea rise u p 

l ike a mountai i i -s ide, and t h e n r u s h u p o n t h e land. Vessels 

were carried ashore, and vil lages ins tant ly submerged. A t some 

points the waves ran m o r e than s ix ty feet h i g h . S i x h u n d r e d 

lives were lost. 

I n the m o n t h o f October , 1876, waves, caused by a cyclone, 

were carried over three Islands near 

the m o u t h o f the Ganges R i v e r , and 

t w o hundred and fifteen thousand 

people perished. I n t h e s p r i n g o f 

1881 the Island o f Chios , or Scio, i n 

the yEgean Sea, wasdev-

astated b y earthquakes. 

A b o u t four thousand o f 

the inhabi tants o n t h a t 

occasion perished. T e n 

to fifteen thousand were 

i n j u r e d , and t h i r t y t h o u ­

s a n d l e f t h o m e l e s s . 

D u r i n g the summer o f 

1891 the floods a l o n g 

the Ye 11 o w River of 
C h i n a r e n d e r e d four 

m i l l i o n people homeless. 

I n 1896 a t ida l wave 

upon the coast o f C h i n a destroyed four thousand people. A n 

Island o f Japan was also bur ied under one of these ocean waves, 

and t h i r t y thousand o f the inhabitants were carried d o w n t o death. 

These are o n l y a v e r y few o f the great m u l t i t u d e o f disasters o f 

this k i n d ; and they are becoming m o r e frequent as the years go by. 

"The surface of the sea rise up like a moun-
taiii-side, and then rush upon the land. V/essels 
Were carried ashore." 
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S t o r m y winds and cyclones are in evidence. T h e psalmist 

writes o f " t h e s t o r m y w i n d fulf iUing H i s w o r d . ' " ' W i t h i n the 

last twenty- f ive years cyclones and tornadoes have great ly m u l -

t i p l i e d upon the earth, but only a few out o f the thousands of 

great s torms can be cited. I n the year 1874 a tornado passed 

over H o n g k o n g , China , de-

s t r o y i n g t h i r t y thousand 

people and fifty m i l l i o n d o l -

lars' Worth o f proper ty . I n 

the summer o f 1875, l i^dian-

ola, Texas, was r u l n e d by 

a cyclone, and one h u n d r e d 

an cl fifty p e r s o n s w e r e 

k i l l e d . W a t e r l o o , S o u t h 

^s'*'" Carol ina, was v i s i ted b y a 

/ cyclone In the year 1879, 

w h i c h tore d o w n one h u n -

d r c d houses and t o o k the 

l ives o f fifteen o f the i n ­

h a b i t a n t s . D u r i n c f the 

m o n t h o f June, 1882, a 

s t o r m t rave led across t h e 

State o f I o w a , and swept 

away m o r e t h a n t w o m i l ­

l i o n dollars ' w o r t h o f proper ty , and also destroyed m a n y people. 

I n 1883, Racine, W i s c o n s i n ; C o v e n t r y , M o n t a n a ; Valparaiso, 

Nebraska ; W h i t e Pigeon, M i c h i g a n ; Kansas C i t y and St. Joseph, 

M i s s o u r i ; Rochester, Minnesota , and m a n y other points were 

Struck by cycloiies. B y these disturbances, thousands o f people 

*The stormy Wind fulflMinfj His Word." 

^"Ps. 148:8. 
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were küled or badly wounded , and mi l l ions o f dollars ' w o r t h of 

property was destroyed. A cyclone t h r e w d o w n acres o f b u l l d -

ing-s i n L o u i s v i l l e , K e n t u c k y , M a r c h 27, 1890, at w h i c h t i m e 

one hundred and f i f ty people d ied a m l d fa i l ing houses, and 

many m o r e were badly In jured . T h e same year a s t o r m o n the 

coast o f Japan carr ied n ine h u n d r e d fishing boats t o sea, and 

every one o f the occupants perished. 

But the year 1896 b r o u g h t greater destruct ion by s t o r m t h a n 

any previous season, T h e great tornado w h i c h v i s i ted St. L o u i s , 

Missouri , and v i c i n i t y , j \ Iay 27, 1896, k i l l e d and i n j u r e d nearly 

one thousand people. I t cut r i g h t t h r o u g h the strongcst stone 

buildings as t h o u g h they were but s traw in its path . N o w o r k 

of man can w i t h s t a n d the power o f these winds . T h e hearts o f 

the strono-est m e n fall before them. 

T h e condi t ion o f thintrs In the klno-doms o f the w o r l d show 

H i s comincr t o be near. T h e nations o f the ear th have arLsen 

and run the i r course as foreto ld by t h e W o r d o f G o d . T h e 

prophet D a n i e l was shown four k l n g d o m s , w h i c h should rule the 

w o r l d successively f r o m his day t i l l the second c o m i n g o f Jesus 

Christ . These were Baby lon , Medo-Pers ia , Grecia, and R o m e . 

Babylon, thousands o f years ago, fulf i l led every p o i n t i n t h e 

prophecy w h i c h related to t h a t k i n g d o m . Medo-Pers ia had 

accomplished her w o r k a n d passed away as a r u l i n g power m o r e 

than three h u n d r e d years before Jesus was b o r n . Grecia, also, 

had fulfil led her part o f the prophecy one hundred a n d s i x t y 

vears before the Saviour was cradled i n the manger at B e t h ­

lehem. 

T h e k i n g d o m of R o m e was r u l i n g the w o r l d when Jesus was 

born. I t had d o m i n i o n st i l l w h e n H e ascended t o heaven, and 

i t was to cont inue a l i v i n g power u n t i l H e should come again. 
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R o m e was, however, to be d i v i d e d i n t o t e n parts, a n d is to 

comprise the great k i n g d o m s o f western E u r o p e w h e n Jesus 

comes. I t was d i v i d e d m o r e t h a n fifteen h u n d r e d years ago, 

and is n o w r u l i n g , b u t i n m a n y parts. W e s t e r n E u r o p e is o n l y 

a fami ly o f nations, w i t h a n u m b e r o f k ings g o v e r n i n g one great 

country a l l at the same t i m e . D a n i e l s t i l l calls i t the " f o u r t h 

k i n g d o m , " after I t Is d i v i d e d . A c c o r d i n g to the prophecy, i t is 

yet Rome i n its character. T h i s k i n g d o m shall be s t rong as i r o n , 

says the prophet . " T h e k i n g d o m shall be d i v i d e d , b u t there 

shall be in i t the s t r e n g t h o f the i r o n . " ' ' H e says, " T h e k i n g ­

dom shall be p a r t l y s t rong, and p a r t l y b r o k e n . " " I t was to be 

broken up i n t o a n u m b e r o f parts , b u t In every par t there w o u l d 

be the s t rength o f I r o n . 

E n g l a n d , Germany , France, I ta ly , Spain, etc., are all parts 

o f the f o u r t h k i n g d o m . T h i s d i v i d e d k i n g d o m w i l l cont inue in 

some sort u n t i l Chr is t comes t o rule t h e t e r r l t o r y w h i c h w âs 

under the d o m i n i o n o f R o m e . These dlv is lons are so nearly 

al ike i n character that the L o r d st i l l calls t h e m the " f o u r t h 

k i n g d o m . " 

I n speaking o f the i r end, D a n i e l says, " A n d in the days of 

these k ings shall the G o d o f heaven set up a k i n g d o m , w h i c h 

shall never be destroyed; and the k i n g d o m shall not be left t o 

other people, but i t | the k i n g d o m w h i c h G o d shall set u p ] shall 

break I n pieces and consume a l l these k i n g d o m s , and It shall 

stand forever.""^ T h e c o n d i t i o n o f these k i n g d o m s shows that 

the second c o m i n g o f Jesus Chr i s t is but a l i t t l e way of f 

A n o t h e r s ign is the w o r k o f e v i l sp i r i t s i n t h e last days. 

W h e n Chr i s t was t e l l i n g H i s discipies o f the signs w h i c h w o u l d 

show H i s Coming near, H e said, " T h e r e shall arise false Christs , 

Dan. 2 :41. " Verse 42. \'cr.se 44. 
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and false prophets , and shall show great signs and wonders: ' 

insomuch that , I f i t were j jossible, they shal l deceive the very 

elect."-* 

T h e r e has not been a t i m e in the past w h e n so m a n y l y i n g 

wonders have been per formed as at the present. A l i t t l e Icss 

than fifty ycars ago Sp i r i tua l i sm was first manifested in the F o x 

family, in H y d e s v i ü e , near Rochester, N e w Y o r k . I t was t h e n 

called the "Rochester knockinc js . " Since that t i m e i t has 

strengthcned and spread t o every n a t i o n o f the w o r l d . I t s 

wonders are seen in thousands o f communlt ies . 

But what spirits are d o i n g these wonders? T h e Bible 

answers: " T h e y are the spirits o f devlls, w o r k i n g miracles."-* 

Where do they w o r k miracles? a n d w h y ? Anszaer-—"Which 

go for th unto the k ings o f the earth and o f t h e whole w o r l d , to 

gather t h e m to the batt le o f the great day o f G o d A l m i g h t y . " " 

Sp i r i tua l i sm is, therefore, the w o r k i n g o f Satan. H e w o r k s 

t h r o u g h evil spir i ts or fällen angels, for the purpose o f dece iv ing 

the whole w o r l d . T h i s he was to do in the last days, j u s t before 

the Coming o f Christ . " I n the lat ter t imes some shall depart 

from the fa ith, giving heed to seclucing spir i ts , and cloctrines of 

devi ls . " ' ' Paul savs the c o m l n e o f C h r i s t is t o be "after the 

w o r k i n g o f Sa tan-wi th al l power and signs and l y i n g wonders , 

and w i t h a l l deceivableness o f unrio-htcousness in t h e m that 

perish; because they receive n o t the love o f t h e t r u t h , that they 

misffit be saved." 

I t is the chief object o f these sp ir i ts to oppose the truth, and 

cause a falsehood to be believed. A\"henever they speak they 

claim to be the spirits o f the dead w h o have r e turned t o the 

•.Olatt. 2 4 : 2 4 . ^ - ' I T im. 4 : 1 . 
-••'Rev. 1 6 : 1 4 . ' -^2 TllCSS. 2 : 9 , 10 . 
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earth. T h e y ta lk , rap, and w r i t e . T h e y sometimes make 

themselves to be seen; they g i v e presents and receive gifts . 

T h e y use the same tone o f voice, and assume the exact features, 

o f persons w h o have l o n g been dead. E v e n o l d familiär stories 

are t o l d by t h e m , to convince the l i v i n g that the i r friends w h i c h 

have been bur ied are yet alive. T h e y sometimes shake hands 

and v i s i t w i t h those w h o go t o i n q u i r e o f the spirits. 

But the whole t h i n g is a cleception o f Satan to confuse the 

minds o f m e n , that they m a y not be ready to receive C h r i s t at 

His Coming. T h e y w h o p e r f o r m the miracles are n o t the spir i ts 

o f the dead, because, as has been s h o w n , * 'The dead k n o w n o t 

a n y t h i n g . ' " ' T h e day i n w h i c h a m a n dies, "h i s t h o u g h t s per­

i s h . " " T h e y are the same demoniac spir i ts w h i c h p e r f o r m e d 

wonders i n ancient t imes. T h e y are such as talkecl w i t h the 

wicked k i n g Saul and c la imed to he the prophet Samuel . T h e y 

a r e o f the class o f spir i ts w h i c h deceived Pl iaraoh, k i n g o f E g y p t , 

w h e n Moses asked h i m t o let Israel go. T h e y are l ike t h e 

leg ion o f spir i ts w h i c h drove the swine i n t o the sea at Gadara, 

c ighteen h u n d r e d years ago."^ These same imclean spir i ts 

oppose the t r u t h w i t h the l y i n g wonders now, w h i c h were to be 

seen j u s t before the t i m e o f Christ ' s c o m i n g . 

K n o w l e d g e shall increase i n the last days. A s the p r o p h e t 

was l o o k i n g i n t o the future and b e h o l d i n g the busy scenes o f the 

last days, some one said t o h i m , " O D a n i e l , shut up the words , 

and seal the book, even to the t i m e o f the end ; m a n y shall r u n 

to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased." 

A U things are g e t t i n g ready for the end. Satan is w o r k i n g 

" w i t h a l l power a n d signs and l y i n g w o n d e r s " to darken the 

minds o f nien, whi l e the L o r d is increasing knowledge a n d 

Eccl. 9 ; 5. Ps. 146 : 4. '•' See Mark 5 : 13. -̂ Dan. 12 :4 . 
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For then no fast trains Were 
run by land." 

sendin^ the H^ht o f t r u t h t o 

every people. D a n i e l was 

l o o k i n g forward to t h e present 

t ime, when m a n y are r u n n i n g ( " 

to and fro, and k n o w i c d g e is [ 

be ing increased. T r a v e l i n g 

tends to an increase of k n o w l ­

edge. T h r o u g h intercourse w i t h 

the w o r l d we learn o f w h a t is crolncf 

on i n every part . T r a v e l e r s gather 

Up knowledge from a l l t h e ear th . 

B u t this could not have been 

done one h u n d r e d years ago as i t is 

done now. F o r t h e n no fast t ra ins 

were r u n by l a n d , n o r d i d steamships t rave l the sea. E l e c t r i c 

cars were not then r u s h l n g on t h e streets, nor bicycles speedlng 

on the roads. N e i t h e r telegraphs nor telephones were i n use. 

T y p e s e t t i n g was a l l done by hngers , a n d presses were r u n by 

hand; then p r i n t i n g was comparat ive ly a s low business. H a r v e s t s 

were cut w i t h a hand sickle, and g r a i n p o u n d e d out w i t h a flail. 

Spinning, k n i t t i n g , weav ing , and sevving were al l done by hands 

and fingers. T h e w o r k o n the farm and i n the shop was 

m o s t l y per formed i n the same slow way. 

N e a r l y every n i i n u t e f r o m earlv m o r n i n g 

1$^' ^ \ ^^^^ ^^^'^ n i g h t was required t o 

\ do necessary w o r k ; therefore but 

"" T - l i t t l e t i m e was left for study. 

M o n e y was scarce, and books 

were few and h i g h i n . p r i c e A 

"Nor did steamships travel the sea." newspaper WaS SCldom SeCU. A s 
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the mails were slow, and postage was charged u p according to 

distance, very few letters were received. U n d e r these c i rcum-

stances i t was diff icult t o g a i n knowledge . 

B u t w i t h i n a verv few vears a remarkable chan^je has come 

Over the w o r l d i n these respects. M e n and mails can n o w 

t r a v e l a thousand miles a day. T h e news w h i c h once required 

a year t o cross over l a n d and sea can n o w be sent by te legraph 

in a m l n u t e . T h e speechcs o f m e n can n o w be p r i n t e d on a 

thousand presses, and read by the people o f m a n y countries , the 

very day upon w h i c h they are del ivered. 

Chr i s t announcecl t h a t w h c n the signs i n the sun, m o o n , a n d 

Stars had been fulfilled, H i s c o m i n g would be near, even at the 

doors. " N o w learn a parable o f the fig tree; W h e n his branch 

is yet tender, a n d p u t t e t h f o r t h leaves, ye k n o w that summer is 

n i g h ; so likewise ye, w h e n ye shall see al l these things , k n o w 

that i t is near, even at the doors . " ' " 

W h e n the trees b u d a n d beg in t o put f o r t h the i r leaves, a n d 

the grass Springs u p green f r o m the g r o u n d , al l k n o w that 

summer w i l l soon be present. So l ikewise m a y i t be k n o w n 

t h a t Christ 's c o m i n g is near, even at t h e doors, when these 

signs are fulf i l led. So near is the Saviour ' s c o m i n g , then , t h a t 

some o f that g e n e r a t i o n w h o saw the last one o f these signs, the 

fa i l ing o f t h e stars, w i l l see t h e c o m i n g o f the L o r d . " V e r i l y I 

say unto you , T h i s generat ion shall n o t pass, t i l l a l l these th ings 

be fulfilled." =̂  

" C o m i n g , coming, coming! IVho 
Chri-st, the L o r d o f life and glor}'', 

H e •who once for me mid you 
- D i e d ! — o h , depth o f sin's sad story! 

^"M:iu. 24:32, 33- Verse 34. 
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Coming, not a helpless stranger, 
Cradled in the friendless manger; 
Coming, L o r d o f earth and heaven! 
K i n g ! t o whom all power is gi\-en; 
Judge! at whose all-searching bar 
AU must stand, just what they are; 
A n d the wicked teil w i t h shame 
W h y they've cursed His holy name. 

Coming,- Coming, coming! Howf 
Clothed in stränge, uneartbly splcndor, 

Glory men ne'er drcam o f now, 
Grandeur earth ne'er had attend her. 

A t His sight the heavens shall wither, 
F r o m His presence earth shall flee, 

I sknds mo\-e, and mountains thi ther 
Seek the caverns o f the sea. 

Every eye shall then behold H i m , 
A l l the nations feel His Ire; 

W h i l e the brightncss that enfolds H i m , 
Is to them consuming fire. 

Thunders all the air shall t h r i l l , 
AU the heavens w i t h l ightnings blaze, 

A n d the universe stand sti l l , 
"While througl i all its realms is heard 
That profound, omnific w o r d 

W h i c h to life ihe dead shall raise. 

' C o m i n g , Coming, coming! Wlioi? 
A h ! that question, solemn, t h r i l l l n g ! 

For whcn H e appeareth, then 
A l l thc i r earthly scenes fulfiUing, 

His sure word shall ha\"e an end. 
A n d , bchold, the day is near! 

Signs i n heaven and earth p o i t e n d 
That the L o r d w i l l soon appeai'. 

A n g r y tones through wars proclalm It , 
Scoffers by their scoffing name i t . 
A n d the mute and solemn sky 
Has h u n g forth Its prophecy. 
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Coming! while wo wait and dally. 
Coming! while we vsleep in sin. 

Swift as l i g h t o' er h i l l and Valley, 
That great day is coming in . 

Sinner, rouse thce t o t h y fatc. 
Saint, be watchful at t h y gate. 
Saviour, make us meet t ' appear 
A t T h y Coming, now so near . " 

— l yiali S;nilh. 



PREPARATION FOR HIS C O M I N G . 

H E Saviour w i l l not r e t u r n to this earth w i t h o u t w a r n -

incf the w o r l d o f H i s comino-, Miss ionaries w i h be 

sent w i t h the Gospel message to a l l people, that a 

chance m a y be g i v e n t h e m to prepare for the j u d g ­

ment hour. I n past ages t h e L o r d has not failed to forewarn 

the people o f any i m p o r t a n t event w h i c h was c o m i n g u p o n 

them. There fore i t was said, " S u r e l y the L o r d G o d w i l l do 

nothing , but H e revealeth H i s secret u n t o H i s servants the_ 

prophets . " ' 

Before the f lood N o a h was sent to w a r n the people o f the 

destruct ion w h i c h was c o m i n g . T h e j^lagues d i d not fall u p o n 

E g y p t u n t i l Moses and A a r o n had made k n o w n u n t o t h e m the 

judgments w h i c h were threatened. Jeremiah fa i thful ly labored 

1 Anios 3 : 7. 

V . . C 1 9 9 ) 
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w i t h Israel , and plead w i t h t h e m t o t u r n away f r o m the i r sins, 

before they were carried i n t o Baby lon . H e also sent m e n w i t h 

the same k i n d message t o E d o m and M o a b , and t o the k i n g s o f 

A m m o n , o f T y r e , and o f Sidon.* 

Jesus Chr is t was not made k n o w n to Israel as the Sav iour 

u n t i l John the Baptist had first 

announced H i s comincr and w o r k . 

T h e p r e a c h i n g o f 

John, i n p r e p a r i n g 

the way before the 

L o i ' d , was fore to ld In 

these w o r d s ; " B e h o l d , 

I w i l l send M y mcssengcr, and 

he shall prepare the way before 

Mc . " " ' A s John the Bapt is t was 

sent to get ready a people for the 

Saviour 's first c o m l n e , so 

must Gospel teachers g o 

f o r t h to proc ia im H i s s e c o n d 

Coming, and thus prepare a people 

t o meet jdim^_^ John, to w h o m 

the Reve la t ion was g i v e n , was 

s h o w n these messencfers o-olno-

forth w i t h t h c i r w o r k . T o him 

they were revealed under the figure o f an angel p reaching the 

ever last ing Gospel to every k i n d r e d . H i s words are: " A n d I 

saw another angel fly In the m i d s t o f heaven, h a v i n g the ever­

las t ing Gospel t o preach u n t o t h e m that d w e l l o n the earth, and 

to every nation," and k l n d r e d , and tongue, and people, saying 

-See jer. 2 : 7. •''Mal. 3: i . 

"And I saW anotKer 
angel fly in the midst 
of heaVen. havina the 
everlasting Gospel." 
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w i t h a loLid voice, Fear G o d , a n d g i v e glory t o H i m ; for the 

hour o f H i s j u d g m e n t is come; a n d w o r s h i p H i m t h a t made 

heaven, and earth, a n d the sea, a n d the fountalns o f w a t e r s . " ' 

T h e hearts o f Chr is t ians must be weaned f r o m the w o r l d a n d 

f r o m every i d o l before they can l o n g for t h e Saviour 's r e t u r n . 

A U sin must be forsaken b y them. I n w r i t i n g o f the w o r k t o be 

done for those w h o w i l l be w a i t i n g t o meet Jesus, the p r o p h e t 

says, " M a n y shall be puri f ied, a n d made w h i t e , a n d t r i e d ; b u t 

the w i c k e d shall do wicked ly ; a n d none o f the w i c k e d shall 

unders tand . " " T h e wor ld ly -mlndedness and t h e c o r r u p t prac­

tises o f the unconver ted b l i n d the i r minds and m a k e i t imposs i -

ble for t h e m t o understand. S o l o m o n says, " W l c k e d n e s s over-

t h r o w e t h the sinner.'"* " T h e y w o u l d none o f M y counsel; they 

despised a l l M y r e p r o o f T h e r e f o r e shall they eat the f ru i t o f 

their o w n way, and be filled w i t h t h e i r o w n devices . " ' 

T h e c o n d i t i o n o f b o t h classes is thus stated: " B e h o l d , the 

darkness shall cover t h e earth, and gross darkness t h e people; 

but the L o r d shall arise u p o n thee, a n d H i s g l o r y shall be seen 

upon thee." A t Christ 's c o m i n g the w i c k e d w i l l be found filled 

w i t h darkness;. but the rio;hteous w i l l be seen dwell ino; i n the 

l ight w h i c h the ever las t ing Gospel wiU cause t o shlne u p o n t h e i r 

way. T h e lamps o f t h e w a i t i n g ones w i l l be t r i m m e d a n d b u r n -

ing. " L e t y o u r lolns be gircled about, a n d y o u r l ights b u r n i n g ; 

and ye yourselves Hke u n t o men that w a i t for the i r l o r d , w h e n 

he w i l l r e turn f r o m t h e w e d d I n g ; t h a t w h e n he c o m e t h and 

knocketh , they m a y open u n t o h i m immediate ly . Blessed are 

those servants, w h o m the L o r d when Fle c o m e t h shall find 

w a t c h i n g . " " 

*Rcv. 14:6,7. "Prov. 13:6. f ls . i . 6 0 : 2 . 
' Dan. 12 : 10. ' Chapter i : 30, 31. Luke 12 : 35-37. 
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I n the above scripture is a beauti ful lesson d r a w n f r o m the 

ancient custom o f weddings . T h e b r i d e g r o o m prepared w e d ­

d i n g garments for al l the guests who were expected at the 

marriage supper. N o g a r m e n t s were a l lowed to be w o r n except 

those w h i c h the b r i d e g r o o m had made especially for the occa­

sion. T h e w e d d i n g usually t o o k place 

i n the n i g h t . T h e b r i d e g r o o m w e n t 

to the home o f t h e 

br ide to receive her, 

and t h e n r e t u r n e d to 

t h e place where t h e 

i juests were i n wait-

i n g . E v e r y guest 

was required t o have 

a l a m p t r i m m e d a n d 

b u r n i n g b r i g h 11 y 

w h e n the brlcle-o^room 

a r r i v e d . T h e wed­

d i n g garments were 

al l to be neatly fitted 

on every person i n 

the Company. A l l 

were t o be w l c l e -

awake, and i n t h e 

best possible c o n d i t i o n to make e v e r y t h i n g agreeable. D u r i n g 

these waitino^ m o m e n t s the r e t u r n o f the brideofroom was t h e 

chief subject o f t h o u g h t and conversat ion. 

I n the same manner as these garments were al l ready and 

waitinjT for the b r i d e i j r o o m to r e t u r n w i t h his br ide , so must 

Christ ' s people be ready and w a i t i n g for H i m to r e t u r n . A s 

"Every 
fluest ^ _ .̂ 
Was re-
quired to haVe a lamp 
trimmed and burning briahtly When the bridegroom 
arriVed." 
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those w h o were called t o that supper were refused a place at the 

table unless they had 011 the w e d d i n g g a r m e n t s ; so none w i l l be 

received when Jesus comes except those w h o wear the w e d d i n g 

garment o f righteousness, w h i c h H e has prepared for H i s 

w a i t i n g guests. T h e g o o d w o r k s o f God's people, apart f r o m 

Jesus Christ , w i l l n o t be sufficient t o save t h e m . N o t one w i l l 

be able t o stand i n that day save those w h o are c lothed w i t h the 

g a r m e n t o f salvat ion, w o v e n i n the l o o m o f heaven, b y Jesus 

Christ . 

* ' W h o may abide the day o f H i s c o m i n g ? and w h o shall 

s tand w h e n H e appeareth? for H e is l i k e a refiner's fire, a n d 

l i k e fuUer's soap; and H e shall s i t as a refiner a n d puri f ier 

o f s i lver . " ' " A s t h e refiner sits before t h e heated furnace 

to watch the si lver as i t is mel ted and t h e worthless dross 

removed , so w i l l C h r i s t Icad H i s people, i f need be, t h r o u g h 

the furnace of aff l ict ion, that they m a y be pur i f ied f r o m every 

stain o f sin, O r , as t h e fuller, b y heat ing , wash ing , a n d i r o n i n g , 

prepares the finest c loth for t h e market , so w i l l C h r i s t b r i n g 

H i s people t h r o u g h the trials o f t h e last days, and perfect t h e m 

for heaven. T h e y w i l l t h e n be presented t o H i m " a g lor ious 

church, not h a v i n g spot, or w r i n k l e , or a n y such t h i n g . " " 

E v e r y s in w i l l have been confessed, and every e v i l w i l l have 

been p u t away by those w h o are ready a n d w a i t i n g for the 

Coming o f the L o r d . I n descr ib ing t h e m , John says, " I n the i r 

m o u t h was found no gui le ; for t h e y are w i t h o u t fault before 

the t h r o n e o f G o d . " " A n d o f t h e m the L o r d declares, " H e r e 

is t h e patience o f the saints; here are they t h a t keep the 

c o m m a n d m e n t s o f G o d , a n d t h e fa i th o f Jesus." ' ' 

Closely f o l l o w i n g the above announcement , John says, " A n d 

" M a l . 3 :2, 3. " E p h . 5: 27. ^-Rev. 14 : 5- '"Verse 12. 
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I looked, and b e h o l d a w h i t e cloud, a n d u p o n the cloud O n e 

sat l i k e u n t o the S o n o f m a n , havino- on H i s he;!d a o-olden 

crown, and i n H i s hand a sharp s i c k l e . " I t is therefore 

ev ident that w h e n Jesus comes u p o n the w h i t e c loud H e w i l l 

find a people ready t o meet H i m . I t is also further ev ident 

that th is same people w i l l be found i n faith, k e e p i n g al l the 

c o m m a n d m e n t s o f G o d . 

A further v i e w o f the w a i t i n g church o f C h r i s t is g i v e n in 

the f o l l o w i n g language: " T h e d r a g o n was w r o t h w i t h the 

w o m a n [ t h e church o f C h r i s t ] , a n d w e n t t o make war w i t h 

the r e m n a n t o f her seed, w h i c h keep the c o m n i a n d m e n t s o f 

G o d , a n d have the t e s t i m o n y o f Jesus C h r i s t . " ' " T h e w o r d 

" r e m n a n t " means the last par t o f a t h i n g or people. A n o t h e r 

has w r i t t e n o f t h e m i n these w o r d s : " T h e r e m n a n t o f Israel 

shall not do i n i q u l t y , nor speak lies; ne i ther shall a deceitful 

tongue be found i n thc i r m o u t h . " " T h e i r faithfulness in keep­

i n g t h e c o m m a n d m e n t s o f G o d and the t e s t i m o n y o f Jesus 

Chris t , arouses the w r a t h o f the dragon, and br ings u p o n them 

a s t o r m o f persecution. Satan does n o t object to a people 

keep ing some o f God's c o m m a n d m e n t s , p r o v i d e d they w i l l 

transgress others ; b u t he declares war upon that church w h l c h 

w i l l keep aM the commandments . 

T h e r e is in t h e l a n d a C h r i s t i a n people w h o endeavor to 

obey every one o f the ten commandments , t h r o u g h faith In 

Jesus Chris t . T h i s includes t h e observance o f the seventh 

day o f the week as the Sabbath. T h e y do not believe that 

the- first day o f the week, or Sunday, is the L o r d ' s Sabbath, 

therefore they do n o t observe i t as a sacred day. Because 

o f their fa i th a n d practise in this matter , m a n y o f t h e m have 

" Rev. 14:14. " Ch:ip. 12 : 17. i^Zeph. 3 : 13. 
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been sent t o prison, and others have been c o m m i t t e d to the 

chain-^ano-, classincr t h e m w i t h the worst o f cr iminals . T h e 

first arrest a n d i m p r i s o n m e n t o f any o f these people was 

i n Arkansas , in 1885. Since that t i m e Tennessee, Georg ia , 

M a r y l a n d , Miss iss ippi , and other states have j o i n e d i n the 

persecution. C o u n t i n g f r o m the b e g i n n i n g o f th is persecution 

i n 1885, up t o September, 1896, there have been about one 

h u n d r e d f o r t y cases o f i m p r i s o n m e n t o f C h r i s t i a n Sabbath-

keepers, those w h o k e p t the same day t h a t Jesus kept . D u r i n g 

this p e r i o d the t i m e spent in confinement by these persons 

aggregated seventeen hundred t h i r t y - e i g h t days. E i g h t h u n d r e d 

ten o f these days were served .in the chain-gang i n Tennessee. 

I t was a d m i t t e d on al l sides t h a t those w h o were arrested 

were excellent Citizens, w i t h the except ion that they w o r k e d 

on Sunday, S t i l l those w h o i n f o r m against t h e m often do 

Sunday w o r k themselves. N u m e r o u s other people in the same 

n e i g h b o r h o o d do var ious t h i n g s i n v i o l a t i o n o f t h e Sunday 

laws, y e t they are not molested. A s a rule, none b u t those 

w h o keep t h e Sabbath accord ing t o the B ib le c o m m a n d m e n t 

are fined and impr i soned because o f Sunday labor; that Is o n l y 

the pretext . T h e y go v e r y q u i e t l y about the i r business on 

Sundays, so as not to d i s turb the peace o f any w h o desire t o 

keep the day. B u t t h c i r persecutors, Ignorant o f w h a t they 

are d o i n g , have determined to make war upon t h e m , and 

therefore spy a r o u n d t o discover t h e m at w o r k , and t h e n send 

ofhcers t o have t h e m arrested. 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e trials t h r o u g h w h i c h they pass, the i r 

courage is g o o d . T h e y hope for del iverance soon; a n d they 

expect the cont l ict to cont inue u n t i l Jesus comes. " Y e a , a n d 

all that w i l l l i ve g o d l y i n Chr i s t Jesus shall suffer persecution." '* 

^' 2 Tim. 3 : 12. 
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T h e L o r d encourages H i s people i n this conflict , say ing t o 

them, " Beloved, t h i n k It n o t s t ränge concern ing the fiery t r i a l 

w h i c h is to t r y y o u , as t h o u g h some s t r ä n g e t h i n g happened 

u n t o y o u ; but rejoice, Inasmuch as ye are partakers o f Christ ' s 

sufferings; that , w h e n H i s g l o r y shall be revealed, ye m a y be 

g lad also w i t h exceeding j o y . " ' ^ 

T h e t i m e o f the revea l ing o f H i s g l o r y is near. T h e apostle 

speaks o f a t i m e w h e n t h e people o f G o d ähould awake out of 

sleep. " F o r n o w , " says he, " I s our sa lvat ion nearer t h a n w h e n 

we bel ieved. T h e n i g h t is far spent, the day is at h a n d ; let 

US therefore cast off the w o r k s o f darkness, and let us p u t o n 

the a r m o r o f l i ght . ' "^ T h e t i m e i n w h l c h we are n o w l i v i n g 

is o f the most intense m o m e n t . S o o n i t w i l l be t o o late to 

put away s in. T h e r e w i l l be no repentance after Jesus comes. 

A s t h e Sav iour closes H i s pr ies t ly w o r k i n heaven, i t w i l l be 

said: " H e that is un jus t , let h i m be unjus t s t i l l ; a n d he w h i c h 

is filthy, let h i m be filthy s t i l l ; a n d he t h a t is r ighteous , let 

h i m be r ighteous s t i l l ; and he that is holy , let h i m be h o l y 

st i l l . A n d , behold, I come q u i c k l y ; and M y r e w a r d is w i t h 

M e , to g ive every m a n according as his w o r k shall be.""" 

I Peter 4 : 12, 13. '° Rom. 13: 11, 12. Rev. 22 :11, 12. 



VICTORY OVER DEATH. 

H E N e v e r y t h i n g has been made ready for H i s c o m i n g , 

" t h e L o r d H i m s e l f shal l descend f r o m heaven w i t h 

a shout, w i t h the voice o f the archangel , a n d w i t h the 

t r u m p o f G o d ; and the dead In Chr i s t shall rise first.'" 

T h e voice o f Jesus w i l l awake H i s sleeping chi ldren, for H i s 

words are spir i t and life. T h e y m a y have s lumbered l o n g , yet 

the Son o f G o d can b r i n g t h e m to life again. " T h y dead men 

shall l ive, toge ther w i t h m y dead body shall they arise. A w a k e 

and sing, ye that dwe l l i n dust; for t h y dew Is as the dew o f 

herbs, and the earth shall cast out the d e a d . " ' T h e risen saints 

w i l l be changed to I m n i o r t a l l t y by the same voice t h a t raises the 

dead, and " t h e n we w h i c h are alive and remain shall be cauirht 

up together w i t h t h e m i n the clouds, t o meet the L o r d In the 

air; and so shall we ever be w i t h the L o r d . " " 

W h e n Jesus comes again, a l l the h o l y angels w i l l be w i t h 

H i m . * " A n d H e shall send H i s aneels w i t h a ""reat sound o f a 

t rumpet , and they shall gather together H i s elect." ' ' A t al l 

' i T h e s s . 4 : i 6 . :^,Th^^. Mlatt. 25:31 . 
- Isa. 26 : 19. •' Chapter 24 : 31. 
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graves where the saints come f o r t h w i l l angels be ready to receive 

and gather t h e m to meet t h e L o r d i n the c loud o f g l o r y . T w o 

classes o f saints w i l l meet the L o r d i n that day. O n e class w i l l 

be those w h o n o w sleep in Jesus, and w h o w i l l t h e n be raised 

f r o m the dead. A n o t h e r class 

w i l l be the r i i rhteous w h o w i l l 

be al ive at H i s c o m i n g , and w h o 

w i l l then be changed to i m m o r -

ta l i ty . I n speaking of. this , the 

apostle says, " B e h o l d , I show 

y o u a mystery : W e shall n o t a l l 

sleep, but we shall al l be changed. 

In a m o m e n t , In the t w i n k l i n e 

o f an eye, at the last t r u m p ; for 

i ^-'^\t shall sound, a n d 

1 ' <• S Ä k M » - ' ' ^ ^ » t h e dead shall be raised i n -

J • , ' // corruptible , a n d we shall bc 

chano-ed."'' l l e t h e n shows 

t h a t the saints receive I m -

m o r t a l i t v , or u n d y i n g na-

tures, i n the v e r y m o m e n t 

w h e n t h e v are chancfed: " F o r 

this c o r r u p t i b l e must p u t o n 

• i n c o r r u p t i o n , a n d t h i s m o r t a l 

m u s t put on i m m o r t a l i t y . So w h e n t h i s c o r r u p t i b l e shall have 

put on i n c o r r u p t i o n , and this m o r t a l shall ha\'e p u t o n i m n i o r ­

t a l l t y , t h e n shall be b r o u g h t to pass the saying t h a t is w r i t t e n , 

D e a t h is s w a l l o w c d up In v i c t o r y . " ' 

T h e _ r i g l i t e o u s w i l l come f o r t h to life, free f r o m p a i n ; an 

"AvVake and 
sing, ye that 
dWel I in dusti 

I Cor. 75 : 51, 5 1 . "Verses 53. SA-
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open grave w i l l be before thc i r eyes, and angels w i l l be by their 

side. T h e n they w i l l u n d e r s t a n d that death is forever past, and 

w i t h j o y w i l l they s ing: " O death, where is tEy sting? O grave, 

where is t h y v i c t o r y ?"' N e i t h e r the grave nor death can ever 

ho ld t h e m more . I t w i l l be v i c t o r y , nna l and complete , over 

every foe. W h a t j o y w i l l f i l l the hearts o f the redeemed w h e n 

they realize that Jesus has come! T h e y w i l l k n o w that h i e is 

the source o f t h e i r gladness, and w i t h I m m o r t a l tongues they 

can s ing: " T h a n k s be to G o d , w h l c h g i v e t h us the v i c t o r y 

t h r o u g h our L o r d Jesus Chr is t . "^ T h e Gospel prophet foresaw 

the g lad r i s i n g again o f the r ighteous dead: " T h y dead m e n 

shall l ive, together w i t h m y dead body shall they arise. A w a k e 

and sing, ye that dwe l l i n dust; for t h y dew is as the dew o f 

herbs, and the' ear th shall cast out the dead. ' " " 

T h e day o f H i s c o m i n g w i l l be a day o f t ranscending b r i g h t -

ness. T h e r e w i l l be the g l o r y o f mi l l ions o f angels, the g l o r y o f 

Jesus, and the brightness o f the Father ' s g lo ry , manifested at 

Christ 's Coming. " H e shall come i n H i s o w n g lory , and i n H i s 

Father 's , and o f the holy angels . ' " ' T h i s g l o r y w i l l be as a 

f laming fire to the wicked, and w i l l destrov t h e m f r o m off the 

earth. " T h e L o r d Jesus shall be revealed f r o m heaven w i t h 

H i s m i g h t y angels, In f l a m i n g fire t a k i n g vengeance o n t h e m 

that k n o w n o t G o d , and that obey not the Gospel o f our L o r d 

Jesus Chr i s t . "^ ' 

Because o f the reve lat ion o f that g l o r y the u n g o d l y w i l l call 

for the rocks and mounta ins to fall on t h e m , that they m a y be 

hidden f r o m its power. A m a z e d and terr i f ied at w h a t t h e y 

behold, they w i l l seek to hlde themselves I n dens and a m o n g 

' I Cor. 15 :55. ^ 10 j ^ . ^ . " Luke 9 : 26. 
"Verse 57. " ' ' ^' i^sThcss. i ; 7, 8. 
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the r o c k s . B u t neither dens nor m o u n t a i n s can shelter t h e m 

from that g l o r y , w h i c h w i l l be b r i g h t e r t h a n m a n y n o o n d a y suns. 

I n despalr, they w i l l cry out , " T h e great day o f H i s w r a t h Is 

come; and w h o shall be able to s t a n d ? ' " ' T h a t g l o r y w i l l reach 

every hiding-place, and slay the w i c k e d w h o may be l i v i n g to 

behold the c o m i n g o f Chr i s t . 

B u t that g l o r y w i l l be a j o y to the r ighteous. " H e shall 

come to be g lor i f ied i n H i s saints, and t o be a d m i r e d in a l l t h e m 

that believe . . . i n that day." " I w i l l b e h o l d T h y face In 

righteousness; I shall be satisfied, w h c n I awake, w i t h T h y l i k e -

ness.""' T h e saints themselves w i l l be e lor i f ied and shine as 

the l i g h t . A n d they w i l l be able to s tand and rejoice in that day. 

" T h i n e eyes shall see the K i n g in H i s beauty . ' " ' "Blessed 

are the pure i n heart; for they shall see G o d . ' " ® " N o w we see 

t h r o u g h a glass, d a r k l y ; but t h e n face to face ."" 

N o t a ch i ld o f G o d w i l l be forg-otten. A s the dead are 

bur ied out o f sight, the quest ion is often asked, " I f a man die, 

shall he Hve aga in?" ' " C a n those w h o molder to dust In the 

grave ever come f o r t h to l i v e again? W i l l the Ups closed by 

death answer w h e n Jesus calls ? H e a r the patr iarch's rep ly : " A l l 

the days o f m y appointcd t i m e w i l l I wai t , t i l l m y change come. 

T h o u shalt call, and I w i l l answer T h e e . ' " ' T h e r ighteous are 

w a i t i n g God's appolnted t i m e t i l l a l l th ings are ready. I n this 

life the C h r i s t i a n longs t o meet his Saviour , but the Sav iour also 

desires t o meet the C h r i s t i a n at the resurrect ion o f the jus t , 

lesus k n o w s where every one is rest ing; and at the set t i m e H e 

w i l l call t h e m f o r t h to i m m o r t a l i t y . " T h o u w i l t have a desire t o 

the w o r k o f T h i n e h a n d s . " H e desires to see H i s people i n the 

1̂  Rev. 6 : 15, 16. 
Verse 17. 

1̂ 2 Thess. 1:10. 
i"Ps. 17:15. 
1' Isa. 33 : 17. 

''M3.it. 5 : S. 
''̂  I Cor. 13: 12. 

-"]oh 14: 14. 

\x-rscs 14. 15. 
"Verse 15. 
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en joyment o f t h e Hfe a n d h o m e w h i c h awai t t h e m . " H e shall 

see o f the t rava i l o f H i s soul, a n d shall be satisfied."'^ " F a t h e r , 

I w i l l t h a t they also, w h o m T h o u hast g i v e n j\Ie, be w i t h M e 

where I a m ; that they may behold M y g l o r v . " "* 

T h e redeemed w i l l t h e n be perfect. N e i t h e r death nor p a i n 

can ever touch t h e m again. E v e r y f o r m w i l l be complete . H e 

"shal l change our v i le body, that i t may be fashioned l ike u n t o 

H i s g lor ious b o d y . " ' " I n ' d e s c r i b i n g that State, the Sav iour says, 

" T h e y are equal u n t o the angels; a n d are the ch i ldren o f G o d , 

being the chi ldren o f the resurrect ion . " 

T h e cur.se o f sin has marred man's beauty, and d w a r f e d and 

deformed his body u n t i l his features are uncomely . S o r r o w or 

disease or o l d age leave the i r marks upon a l l faces. B u t " H e 

w i l l swallow up death in v i c t o r y ; and the L o r d G o d w i l l w i p e 

away tears f r o m of f a l l faces; a n d the rebuke o f H i s people shal l 

H e take away f r o n i off al l the ear th . " " ' N o trace o f sor row w i l l 

be left. E\ 'ery organ w i l l be perfect. N o dimness can becloud 

any eye. A l l ears shall be made to hear, and tongues enabled to 

ta lk . " T h e n the eyes o f t h e b l i n d shall be opened, and the ears 

o f the deaf shall bc unstopped. T h e n shall the lame m a n leap 

as an hart , and t h e toncrue o f the d u m b sinof,"'^ T h e n son^s o f 

praises w i l l be sung by mouths that have been d u m b i n th is l i fe . 

Ears shall then de l ight in music w h i c h never heard the sound o f 

a note here. C r i p p l e d ones, w h o have never had the use o f 

their l imbs in this w o r l d , w i l l t h e n be act lve and free, as the h a r t 

upon the mountains . Eyes t h a t have never yet l o o k e d upon 

the beauties o f the heavens and the earth w i l l t h e n b e h o l d t h e 

fulness o f God's g l o r y i n al l H i s works . So complete w i l l be 

- ^ I s a . 5 3 : i i . " -"'Phil. 3 : 2 1 . -Ms;!. 25 :8 . 
-*]ohn 17:24. ""^Luke 20 : 36. Clitipter 35 : 5, 6. 
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the g l o r y o f that r e d e m p t i o n that Jesus says, " T h e n shall t h e 

ricrhteous shine f o r t h as the sun i n the k ins 'dom o f the i r F a t h e r . " 

S o m e have thouerht that G o d can n o t raise those t o hfe aeain 

w h o have r e t u r n e d to dust. B u t the prophet in \^ision beheld 

the ra is ing o f the dead. H e says: " A n d the bones came together , 

bone t o his bone. A n d w h e n I beheld, lo , t h e sinews and the 

flesh came up u p o n them, a n d the s k i n covered t h e m above . " 

" A n d the breath came i n t o t h e m , and t h c y l i ved , a n d s t o o d u p 

upon the i r feet." A n d the L o r d speaks further t h r o u g h H i s 

prophet , " Y e shall k n o w t h a t I am the L o r d , when I have opened 

y o u r graves, O m y people, a n d b r o u g h t y o u u p out o f y o u r 

g r a v e s . " T h e quest ion w i l l be settled w h e n the graves open, 

and God's people come f o r t h i n t o life equal u n t o the angels. 

THE SECOND RESURRECTION. 

I n the Reve la t ion J o h n was s h o w n that the r ighteous " l i v e d 

and re igned w i t h Chr i s t a thousand years." O f t h e w i c k e d , 

w h i c h are called " t h e rest o f t h e dead," he wr i tes , " B u t the rest 

o f the dead l i v e d not again u n t i l the thousand years were fin­

ished."" ' T h e i r resurrect ion, therefore, does n o t take place t i l l 

the thousand years are past. C o n c e r n i n g the r ighteous he says, 

"Blessed and holy is he that h a t h part i n the first resurrect ion; 

on such the second death h a t h no power, but they shall be priests 

of G o d "and o f Christ , a n d shall re ign w i t h H i m a thousand 

years." T h e second death herc presented is the death w h l c h 

the w i c k e d w i l l die after they are raised f r o m the dead. T h i s 

can not take place t i l l t h e thousand years are finished. I t w i l l 

be considered in the next chapter. 

=3 Matt. 13 :43. "° Eze. 37 : 7, S, 10, 13. Rev. 20 : 4, 5. Verse 6. 
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Scr ipture evidence lias been g i v e n i n past cnapters t l i a t the 

earth w i l l at last be g i v e n t o the redeemed, but the curse o f sin 

must first be removed. Satan a n d wlckedness have defiled th is 

w o r l d , and i t must be pur i f ied f r o m its c o r r u p t i o n before the 

saints o f G o d possess i t . T h e j u d g m e n t o f the wicked- dead 

w i l l take place after Jesus comes a n d raises H i s people t o life. 

A n d God's people must have a place o f abode i n the t i m e o f this 

j u d g m e n t . T h e prophecy says that j u d g m e n t is to be " g i v e n to 

the saints o f the M o s t H i g h . " I n the b o o k o f Reve lat ion John 

says, " I saw thrones, and they [ t h e saints] sat u p o n t h e m , a n d 

j u d g m e n t was g i v e n unto t h e m . " ' * I t is d u r i n g t h e t i m e o f th is 

j u d g m e n t that t h c y shall l i ve and re ign w i t h C h r i s t a thousand 

years. 

Jesus t o l d H i s discipies that H e w o u l d ascend to heaven to 

prepare a place for H i s people, and H e added, " I f I go and 

prepare a place for you, I w i l l come again, and receive y o u u n t o 

Myse l f ; that where I am, there ye may bc also." '" I t is to this 

place, w h i c h Chr is t prepares whi le H e is in heaven, t h a t the 

saints w i l l be taken w h e n they are raised f r o m the dead. T h e r e , 

i n the " F a t h e r ' s house," Jesus w i l l receive t h e m u n t o H i m s e l f 

I n this w o r l d they have had sorrows and trials sore, but they w i l l 

receive a g lor ious r e w a r d i n the place that Chr i s t has gone t o 

make ready. 

A f t e r e n t e r i n g the cloud o f g lory , they w i l l ascend w i t h Jesus 

and the angels to the c i ty o f G o d . " I n that day shall this song 

be sung i n the land o f Judah: ° W e have a s t r o n g c i ty ; salvation 

w i l l G o d appoint for walls and bulwarks . O p e n ye the gates, 

that the r ighteous n a t i o n w h i c h keepeth the t r u t h m a y enter 

i n . " ' " ' God's people w i l l t h e n k n o w w h a t i t means to appear in 

Dan. 7:22. Rev. 20 : 4. John 14 13. Isa. 26: i , 2. 
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g l o r y w i t h the i r Saviour . T h e great desire o f Chr is t , as t o l d by 

the apostle, is t o "present y o u faultless before the presence o f 

H i s g l o r y w i t h exceeding j o y . " ' " John, i n v i s i o n , heard the 

songs o f j o y w h i c h they w i l l s i n g after reaching heaven. " A n d 

after these th ings I heard a great voice o f m u c h people i n 

heaven, saying, A l l e l u i a ; Sa lvat ion, and g l o r y , and honor , and 

power, u n t o the L o r d our God."^^ 

T h e y w i l l speak of the j u d g m e n t s that have j u s t been v i s i ted 

upon the wicked and persecut ing nat ions o f the earth, a n d t h e n 

shout, " A l l e l u i a , " again. T h e angels and eiders a r o u n d the 

t h r o n e w i l l t h e n un i te w i t h t h e m in w o r s h i p a n d praise to G o d . 

A f t e r w a r d a voice f r o m the t h r o n e w i l l say, "Pra i se our G o d , a l l 

ye H i s servants, and ye t h a t fear H i m , b o t h smal l a n d g r e a t . " " 

A n d in response to this , the seer o f Patmos says, " I heard 

as it were the voice o f a great m u l t i t u d e , and as t h e voice o f 

m a n y waters, and as the voice o f m i g h t y t h u n d e r l n g s , saying, 

A l l e l u i a ; for the L o r d G o d o m n i p o t e n t reigneth."**" T h e s o n g 

w h i c h w i l l be sung w h e n Jesus gathers H i s people to heaven 

w i l l t e i l o f a reward so g lor ious that pen can not describe l t . 

A n d those w h o are washed and made w h i t e i n the b l o o d o f the 

L a m b shall then " h u n g e r no more , ne i ther th i r s t any m o r e ; 

. . . for the L a m b w h i c h is in the m i d s t o f the t h r o n e shall 

feed them, and shall lead t h e m u n t o l i v i n g fountalns o f waters; 

and G o d shall wipe away a l l tears f r o m t h e i r eyes." ' ' 

="JiK]e 24. 
Rev. 19 : 1 . 

Verse 5. " \'crse 6. 
Chapter 7 : 16. 17. 
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THE SAINTS INHERIT THE EARTH. 

H O U G H the saints ascend to heaven w h e n Jesus 

comes, yet at the a p p o i n t e d t i m e they w i l l r e t u r n t o 

the earth. I t has ever been t h e purpose o f G o d t o 

g ive the earth to H i s people. " H e created i t not i n 

va in , H e formed i t t o be i n h a b l t e d . " ' " T h e ear th h a t h H e g i v e n 

to the chi ldren o f m e n . " ' "B lessed are the meek; for they shall 

inher i t the e a r t h . " ' " A s t r u l y as I l ive, al l the ear th shall be 

filled w i t h the g l o r y o f the L o r d . " ' 

I t is we l l understood b y those w h o believe t h e B ib le that the 

curse o f s in has filled the earth w i t h s o r r o w and desolat ion. 

B u t Chr is t , t h r o u g h redempt ion , w i l l r emove the curse a n d 

restore the earth. " L o r the S o n o f m a n is come t o save t h a t 

w h i c h was lost . " " T h e psalmist says: " I n H i s days shall the 

r ighteous f lour ish; and abundance o f peace so l o n g as the m o o n 

endureth . H e shall have d o m i n i o n also f r o m sea to sea, and 

Msa. 45: iS. a^j^^t - . - *Nuni. 14: ^r. 
-Ps. i i 5 : i f i . " ' "Matt. i S : i i . 
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f r o m the r iver u n t o the encls o f the ear th . " *• T h e earth has 

been filled w i t h sorrow and c r y i n g , and the insp i red psalmist 

Utters this p e t i t l o n : " L e t the whole ear th be filled w i t h H i s 

g l o r y . " ' 

I n the b e g i n n i n g the earth was made to be an abode for 

man; and man was then created a n d placed i n possesslon o f his 

home. B u t i n the early h i s t o r y o f t h e race they so c o r r u p t e d 

the w o r l d that i t was deluged b y a flood o f waters, w h i c h 

destroyed the wicked out o f i t . A f t e r the flood, the ear th was 

g i v e n to N o a h , a m a n o f righteousness. W h e n sinners again 

arose and c o r r u p t e d the earth, the L o r d called a r ighteous m a n 

f r o m a m o n g his k i n d r e d , a n d gave the w o r l d b y promise to h i m 

and to his seed. T h e name A b r a h a m was g i v e n t o the man 

thus called. T h e m e a n i n g o f th is name Is " t h e father o f a 

m u l t i t u d e , " or " t h e father o f nat ions . " 

T h e promise made to A b r a h a m was in these words : " A n d I 

w i l l establish M y covenant between M e and thee a n d t h y seed 

after thee in the i r generations for an ever last ing covenant, t o be 

a G o d unto thee, and to t h y seed after thee. A n d I w i l l g i v e 

unto thee, and to t h y seed after thee, the land where ln t h o u art 

a stranger, ah the land o f Canaan, for an ever last ing posses-

s i o n . " ' T h e L o r d repeated the substance o f this promise to 

A b r a h a m a number o f times. H e also <y<ive. the same to Isaac 

and to Jacob, and inc luded in the promises a l l the heirs o f fa i th. 

H e conf irmed i t al l u n t o A b r a h a m by an oath, say ing , " B y 

M y s e l f have I sworn . . . that in blessing I w i l l bless thee, 

and i n m u l t l p l y i n g I w i l l m u l t i p l y t h y seed as the stars o f the 

heaven, and as the sand w h i c h is upon the seashore; . 

and i n t h y seed shall all the nat ions o f the earth be blessed." ' 

Ps. 72 ; 7, S. • \'erse 19. ^ Gen. 17 : 7, 8. '^Chapter 2 2 : 16-1S. 
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Paul says that to A b r a h a m was made " t h e promise, t h a t he 

should be the heir o f the w o r l d . " " T h e m a r t y r Stephen, i n his 

Speech before t h e Jewish Council, showed that nei ther A b r a h a m 

n o r his seed had received the p romised inher i tance : " H e [ t h e 

L o r d ] gave h i m none inher i tance i n i t [ t h e l a n d w h i c h was 

promised] , no, not so m u c h as t o set his foot o n ; yet H e prom­

ised that H e w o u l d g i v e i t t o h i m for a possession, and t o his 

seed after him." '^ W h e n Stephen' del ivered th is discourse, he 

was o n t r ia l before the Council o f the Jews for his f a i t h in Chr i s t . 

Before that body o f men he declared the t ruthfulness of Chr i s ­

t i a n i t y , bas ing his conclusions u p o n the promises w h i c h G o d 

had made t o A b r a h a m , Isaac, and Jacob. H e showed, b y argu-

ments w h i c h t h e y could not deny, that the promises made to 

their fathers must a l l be fulfi l led t h r o u g h Chr i s t . H e p r o v e d 

that their t i t l e t o an inheritance must be received in the name o f 

Jesus o f Nazareth , w h o m they had clenled and crucified. H e 

was summing up these B ib le t ru ths in such a c o n v i n c i n g manner 

that they became enraged a n d stoned h i m t o death in order to 

stop his tes t imony . 

A s these promises to the patr iarchs had not been fulfi l led at 

the t ime Stephen gave th is test imony, and have not been ful­

filled since that t ime , i t remains for t h e m t o be fulfi l led t o the 

people o f G o d in the future. T h e r e f o r e i t is w r i t t e n , " Y e are 

all the chi ldren o f G o d by faith in Chr i s t Jesus." " A n d I f ye 

be Christ 's , t h e n are ye A b r a h a m ' s seed, and heirs according to 

the promise." '" I n the e leventh chapter of H e b r e w s we read 

o f A b e l , E n o c h , N o a h , A b r a h a m , Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 

Moses, Barak, Samson, ]ephth :e , Samuel , D a v i d , o f the p r o p h ­

ets, o f h o l y w o m e n , and m a n y others , that none o f them had 

1" Rom. 4 :13. " .-Vcts 7 • 5- t ial . 3 : 26, 29. 
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received the ful f i lment o f the promises w h e n that epistle was 

w r i t t e n . E v e n to E n o c h , w h o ascended to heaven w i t h o u t 

d y i n g , the promises had not been fulfi l led. N o t h i n g short o f 

an ever last ing inher i tance i n the earth made new can accompiish 

this promise. A b r a h a m , Isaac, and Jacob, together w i t h al l the 

redeemed, w i l l t h e n receive their share i n the reward. 

I t has been s h o w n t h a t the saints w i l l ascend to heaven and 

remain there a thousand years. E v i d e n c e has also been g i v e n 

that the w i c k e d dead w i l l bc resurrected at t h e end o f the t h o u ­

sand years. D u r i n g the t i m e between the resurrect ion o f these 

t w o classes, the w i c k e d are t o be j u d g e d . O f t h e r ighteous i t is 

said: " A n d I saw thrones , and they sat u p o n t h e m , and j u d g ­

ment was g i v e n u n t o t h e m ; . . . and they l i v e d and re igned 

w i t h Chr i s t a thousand years." ' ' ' T h e y take part i n the e x a m i -

n a t i o n o f t h e j u d g m e n t books r e l a t l n g t o the cases o f the 

wicked. B u t the lost w i l l r e m a i n si lent i n death clurino- that 

t ime. " B u t the rest o f the dead [ t h e u n g o d l y ] Hved not again 

u n t i l the thousand years were finished."'' 

W h i l e the saints are i n heaven, a n d the w i c k e d He In their 

graves, Satan w i l l have no one to deceh^c. B u t the resurrect ion 

w h i c h w i l l take place w h e n the thousand years are finished, w i l l 

fill t h e w o r l d w i t h sinners. T h e Company w h i c h shall come u p 

then w i l l be composed o f al l those w h o clled In s in. W h a t an 

u n h o l y t h r o n g that w i l l be ! Satan can t h e n beg in his w o r k 

again; therefore i t is said: " W h e n the thousand years are 

expired, Satan shall be loosed out o f his p r i son , and shaU go 

out t o deceive the nat ions [ t h e resurrected w i c k e d ] w h i c h are in 

the four quarters o f the earth, G o g and ]\Iagog, t o gather t h e m 

tocrether to batt le ; the n u m b e r o f w h o m Is as the sand o f the 

Rev. 20 : 4. \'er^e 5. 
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sea." T h e Saviour, w i t h H i s people and the h o l y c i ty , w i l l have 

descended f rom heaven w h e n Satan gathers the u n g o d l y host 

together. " A n d they [ t h e w i c k e d ] w e n t up o n the breadth o f 

the earth, and compassed the camp o f the saints about, a n d t h e 

beloved c i ty ; and fire came d o w n f r o m G o d out o f heaven, a n d 

devoured t h e m . " 

T h e fire w h i c h shall descend w i l l u t t e r l y consume the w i c k e d , 

and they shall be seen no m o r e forever. A s declared b y our 

L o r d , " T h e y that have done e v i l " shall come f o r t h " u n t o the 

resurrect ion o f damnation."" " ' O f the i r reward i t is w r i t t e n , 

" A n d s in , w h e n i t is finished, b r i n g e t h f o r t h d e a t h . " ' ' " A n d 

they shall be as t h o u g h t h e y had not been." " " F o r yet a l i t t l e 

while , and the w i c k e d shall not be; yea, t h o u shalt d i l i g e n t l y 

consider his place, a n d i t shal l not be." " T h e w i c k e d shall 

perish, and the enemies o f t h e L o r d shall be as the fat o f lambs; 

they shall consume; Into smoke shall they consume away . " " H e 

passed away, and, lo , he was not ; yea, I sought h i m , b u t he 

could not be f o u n d . " " 

B o t h Satan and sinners w i l l be destroyed. " B e h o l d , the 

day cometh, t h a t shail b u r n as an o v e n ; a n d a l l t h e p r o u d , yea, 

and al l t h a t do wicked ly , shal l be stubble ; a n d t h e day t h a t 

cometh shall b u r n t h e m up, saith t h e L o r d o f hosts, that i t shall 

leave t h e m neither r o o t nor b r a n c h . " ' " A s wlckedness, b o t h 

root and branch, is t o be destroyed, Satan h i m s e l f m u s t be 

included i n the destruct ion, because he is the r o o t o f al l s in. 

W e read i n t h e book o f H e b r e w s t h a t the Sav iour t o o k upon H i m ­

self man's in f i rmit ies and died i n them, " t h a t t h r o u g h death H e 

m i g h t destroy h i m that had the power o f death, that is, the d e v i l . " 

'•' Rev. 20: 7-9. 1'James i : 15. -"^ral. 4 : 1 . 
"'John 5: 2y. ^^Obadiah 16. Chapter 2 :14. 

Ps, 57 : lü, 20, 36. 
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W h e n s in and sinners are gone, to appear no m o r e forever, 

there w i l l be n o t h i n g left t o oppose the k i n g d o m o f Chr is t . H i s 

miss ion is t o redeem H i s people, remove t h e curse, renew t h e 

earth, and g i v e i t i n t o t h e hands o f those w h o w i l l use i t i n 

h a r m o n y w i t h God's o r i g i n a l purpose. T h e apostle J o h n , in 

vis ion, saw Chr is t make the w o r l d new. H e heard the words 

spoken w h e n " H e t h a t sat upon the t h r o n e said. 

T h e y w i l l also behold the m i g h t y w o r k i n g 

of H i s power in r e s t o r i n g the ear th f r o m the curse o f s in. 

T h e y w i l l l o o k out over the desolate w o r l d as Jesus says, 

" B e h o l d , " and j u s t then w i l l arise to v i e w i n every place, t h i n g s 

more beauti ful t h a n were seen b y A d a m before he transgressed. 

Beautiful trees w i l l appear, and f r u i t f u l v ines s p r i n g up , w h i l e 

r i p p l i n g brooks w i l l beg in to f low, and t h e desert l i k e E d e n shall 
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b l o o m . " T h e wilderness a n d the sol i tary place shall be g lad for 

t l i e m ; a n d the desert shall rejoice, a n d blossom as t h e rose. I t 

shall blossom abundant ly , a n d rejoice even w i t h j o y and s i n g i n g ; 

the g l o r y o f L e b a n o n shall be g i v e n u n t o i t , t h e excellency o f 

Carmel a n d Sharon. " ' " 

T h e Power w h i c h made the ear th i n the b e g i n n i n g can m a k e 

i t even more beauti ful t h a n at t h e first. T h e r e w i l l be nothins : 

left t o r e m i n d us o f the curse. Deser t lands w i l l be made f ru i t ­

f u l . R o u g h places w i l l become s m o o t h . T h e air w i l l be 

pleasant. E v e r y song shall bc füll o f melody, a n d al l hearts 

g l ad w i t h praise. T h e r e shall be no cry o f oppression nor t o r t u r -

i n g pain. " V i o l e n c e shall no m o r e be heard i n t h y land, w a s t i n g 

n o r dest ruct ion w i t h i n t h y borders ." '* " T h y people also shall 

be al l r ighteous ; they shall i n h e r i t t h e l a n d forever, the branch o f 

M y p lant ing , the w o r k o f M y hands, t h a t I m a y be g l o r i f i e d . " ' " 

' ' T h e k i n g d o m and d o m i n i o n , a n d the greatness o f the k i n g d o m 

u n d e r the whole heaven, shall be g i v e n t o t h e people o f the 

saints o f the M o s t H i g h ; whose k i n g d o m is an ever last ing 

k i n g d o m , and al l domin ions shall serve and obey H i m . " " " 

Christ 's kino-dom Is to be located i n th is earth where A d a m was 
ö 

g i v e n d o m i n i o n . T h e earth, where man has been i n confl lct 

w i t h Satan, Is where he w i l l en joy t h e v i c t o r y t h r o u g h Chris t . 

" A n d there was g i v e n H i m d o m i n i o n , and g l o r y , and a k i n g d o m , 

that all people, nations, and languages, should serve H i m . " " B u t 

the saints o f the M o s t H i g h shall t ake the k i n g d o m , and possess 

t h e kino-dom forever, even forever and e v e r . " " 

T h e gent le nature w h i c h t h e animals possessed before sin 

entered the w o r l d will be enjoyed by those w h i c h shall be created 
^Msa. 3 5 : 1 . 2. - ^ n ' e r s e 2 i . ="0^11.7:27. 
=*Chapter 60:18, -* Verses 14, 18. 
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for the new earth. T h e c o n d i t i o n is stated thus by t h e prophet : 

" T h e w o l f also shall dwe l l w i t h the lamb, and the leopard shall 

l ie d o w n w i t h the k i d ; a n d the calf and the y o u n g l i o n a n d t h e 

fa t l ing together ; and a l i t t l e c h i l d shall lead t h e m . A n d t h e cow 

and t h e bear shall feed; the i r v o u n e ones shall lie d o w n together ; 

and the l i o n shall eat straw l ike the o x . ' " ' 

Before m a n was cast out o f E d e n he was c o m m a n d e d t o 

dress a n d keep the g a r d e n ; ' " and w h e n his r e d e m p t i o n is c o m ­

plete, and the ear th renewed, he w i l l be gi\ 'en a pleasant occupa-

t i o n . " T h e y shall b u i l d houses, and inhab i t t h e m ; and they shall 

p lant v ineyards , a n d eat the f ru i t o f t h e m . T h e y shall n o t bu i ld , 

and another inhabit , t h e y shall n o t plant , and another eat; for as 

the days o f a tree are t h e days o f M y people, and M i n e elect shall 

l o n g en joy the w o r k o f t h e i r hands . ' " " 

I n the present l ife people b u i l d houses, and soon they die a n d 

leave t h e m , or the home is sold, and another inhabits i t . Per­

chance the fire consumes i t , and the labor o f years is destroyed 

in an hour . A short life o f pain a n d d i s a p p o l n t m e n t carries m a n 

d o w n t o a cold, d a m p grave ; and his ch i ldren after h i m l ive a n d 

die i n l ike manner. B u t in the g lor ious new earth there w i l l be 

no grief. T h e n " t h e inhab i tant shall n o t say, I a m s ick . " ' ' 

T h e r e , o l d age w i l l n o t d l m the eye, nor lessen the s t r e n g t h o f 

men. N o b l ight , no rust, nor decay w i l l be found In that land . 

O, \vlu) wiU to that hoint; o f the blest, 
W h e r e t ime never dims a maiision of rest; 
W h e r e years and cycles shall burnish the ^.''old, 
As age after age their bcavities unfold? 

-"̂ Tsa. I I : ' i , 7. -'*Sec Gen. 2 : 15. 
^"Isa. 65 : 21, 22. 

Chapter 33 : 24. 
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p ^ ^ J O N N E C T E D w i t h the k i n g d o m o f Chr i s t is a r o y a l 

'' c i t y that excels b y far a n y t h i n g w h i c h the eyes o f 

m a n have ever beheld. E v e r y organized g o v e r n m e n t 

has a capital, where its officers meet t o transact bus i ­

ness for the country . Such a place is calied the seat o f g o v e r n ­

ment. So also a real c i ty o f surpassing grandeur belongs t o the 

k i n g d o m o f Chr is t , and w i t h i n i t Is the throne o f H i s p o w e r , 

T h e name, Jerusalem, was g i v e n t o the chief c i ty o f Israel , 

where the throne o f D a v i d was located. L5ut the great c i t y 

which contains the throne o f Chr is t , is called " N e w Jerusalem," 

" H o l y Jerusalem," ' " H e a v e n l y Jerusa lem," ' " C i t y o f G o d , " ' 

" C i t y o f the Great K i n g . " * O t h e r t i t les are also g i v e n t o i t . 

T h e c i ty must n o w be where Chr i s t Is. Paul speaks o f the 

Jerusalem w h i c h is a b o v e ' t o d l s t ingu i sh i t f r o m the Jerusalem 

w h i c h is on the earth. I t is found where the angels reside, a n d in 

the place where G o d sits as Judge. " B u t ye are come u n t o 

M o u n t S ion, and u n t o the city o f the l i v i n g G o d , the heavenly 

•̂ Ps. 87:3-

( 223) 

^ Rev. 21 : 2, 10. 
- Heb. 12 : 22. 

* Ps. 48 : 2. 
^Gal. 4 : 26. 
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Jerusalem, and t o an innumerab le Company o f angels, to the 

general assembly and church o f the first-born, w h i c h are w r i t t e n 

in heaven, and to G o d the Judge o f a l l . " " I t was o f the 

heavenly Jerusalem that Chr i s t was speaking j u s t before H i s 

cruc i f ix ion, w h e n H e said, " I go t o prepare a place for y o u . " ' 

T h e c i ty is therefore bu i lded in the place where" Jesus has gone. 

I t w i l l descend f r o m heaven to the earth. W h e n the earth 

shall be made new, and the kino-dom o f C h r i s t located under the 

whole heaven, the N e w Jerusalem w i l l also be w i t h i n its borders. 

T h e r e f o r e o f his v i s ion the apostle w r i t e s : " A n d I J o h n saw 

the holy city, N e w Jerusalem, c o m i n g d o w n f r o m G o d out o f 

heaven, prepared as a br ide adorned for her husband."^ T h e 

thousand years o f j u d g m e n t were j u s t c losing as he saw the c i ty 

descend, complete in every part , and s h l n l n g w i t h a splendor 

w h i c h made the angel anxious to have the apostle behold its 

g lory . " A n d he [ t h e ange l ] carr ied me [ J o h n ] away in the sp i r i t 

to a great and h i g h m o u n t a i n , and showed me that great c ity , 

the holy Jerusalem, descending out o f heaven f r o m G o d , h a v i n g 

the g l o r y o f G o d ; and her Hght was hke u n t o a stone most 

precious, even l ike a Jasper stone, clear as crysta l . "^ J o h n not 

only saw i t descend f r o m heaven, but he beheld the city u p o n t h e 

earth. " A n d the k i n g s o f the ear th do b r i n g t h c i r g l o r y and 

honor i n t o i t . " T h e nat ions here m e n t i o n e d are those saved 

by the b l o o d o f Chr i s t out o f every k i n d r e d , tongue, and people 

•—those w h o w i l l l i ve In and be lone t o that kinr^dom. 

T h e apostle carefully noted the meas'ure o f the wonder fu l c i ty 

as the angel passed a r o u n d its walls w i t h a measur ing rule. 

" A n d he that ta lked w i t h me had a golden reed to measure t h e 

' 'Heb. 12:22, 23. s i> ^\'crses 10, i r . 
' John 14 : 2. " Verse 24. 
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City, and the gates thereof, and the w a l l thereof. A n d the city 

l i e t h foursquare, a n d the l e n g t h is as large as the b r e a d t h ; and 

he measured the c i ty w i t h the reed, twe lve t h o u s a n d fur longs . 

T h e l e n g t h and the breadth a n d the h c i g h t o f i t are e q u a l . " " 

A c c o r d i n g t o the ancient manner o f measur ing wal led eitles, 

the circumference, the distance a r o u n d i t , was measured. T h e 

whole distance a r o u n d t h e N e w Jerusalem is t w e l v e thousand 

" A n d s h i n i n o v / i t h a s p l e n d o r w h i c h m a d e t h e a n g e l a n x i o u s t o haVe t h e a p o s t l e 
behold i.ts fliory," 

furlongs. T h e r e are e ight furlongs i n one mile , a n d i n t w e l v e 

thousand furlongs there w o u l d be fifteen h u n d r e d miles. A s four 

sides o f the c i ty make fifteen h u n d r e d miles, so must one side 

be equal t o one- fourth o f fifteen hundred , or three h u n d r e d and 

seventy-five miles. I t therefore contains one h u n d r e d a n d f o r t y 

thousand six hundred a n d twenty- f i ve Square miles, or n i n e t y 

mi l l ions o f acres. T h i s is a larger area t h a n t h e states o f Ohio, , 

Indiana , and I l l i n o i s combined. I t is about as large as three 

" Rev. 2 i : 15, 16. 
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States l ike N e w Y o r k . I t is orreater i n extent t h a n the countries 

o f E n g l a n d , Wales , Scot land, I r e l a n d , a n d S w i t z e r l a n d p u t t o ­

gether . H o w smal l are the cities o f the w o r l d compared t o 

the heavenly Jerusalem! 

T h e c i ty is square, a n d has four sides o f equal l e n g t h , so t h a t 

its bu i ld ings a n d streets are a l l a r ranged i n perfect order and 

h a r m o n y . A s Jesus was t e l l i n g H i s discipies w h a t H e w o u l d do 

for t h e m after ascending t o heaven, H e said, " I n INIy Father ' s 

house are m a n y mansions; i f i t were n o t so, I w o u l d have t o l d 

y o u . " " M a n y are t h e mansions i n God's u n i v e r s e ; a n d our 

L o r d has promised t o prepare places for H i s people. D a v i d sings 

o f t h e palaces and " t o w e r s " i n " t h e c i t y o f the great K i n g . " ' ' 

T h e L o r d ' s people have genera l ly been p o o r i n th is w o r l d , 

and m a n y o f t h e m have n o t o w n e d even a cheap h o m e . B u t 

could they l o o k i n t o the heavenly Jerusalem, and behold w h a t Is 

w a i t i n g for t h e m , t h e y w o u l d see bu i ld ings r icher t h a n any k i n g 

can make ; for i t is said, " T h e c i t y was pure g o l d . " " T h e heirs 

o f t h e k i n g d o m can w e l l afford t o wa i t for such a r e w a r d . 

T h e c i ty o f g o l d is perfect i n beauty, a n d complete i n every 

arrangement . N o t h i n g cheap o r unf inlshed w i l l be there. 

Beneath i ts wal l s are foundat ions made o f t w e l v e variet ies o f 

most precious stones. T h e s e stones, l i k e lamps, shed f o r t h 

beams o f l i g h t , and shine w i t h a l l the colors o f the ra lnbow. I n 

the twe lve foundations are engraven t h e names o f the twe lve 

apostles. U p o n t h e f o u n d a t i o n is a w a l l o f Jasper stone, clear 

as crysta l . O p e n i n g t h r o u g h the walls are t w e l v e large gates o f 

pearl , a n d u p o n the gates are w r i t t e n the names o f the t w e l v e 

.tribes o f Israel . 

John, i n descr ib ing t h e greatness a n d g l o r y o f the place, says 

i-John 14:2. |ä 2, 3, 12. I ' Rev. 21:18. 
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" A n d the c i ty had no need o f the sun, ne i ther o f the m o o n , 

t o shine in i t ; for the g l o r y o f G o d d i d l i g h t e n i t , a n d the L a m b 

is the licrht thereof " '^ T h e sun and the m o o n w i l l n o t cease to 

shine, for i n t h a t day i t is said, " T h e l i g h t o f t h e m o o n shall be 

as the Hght o f the sun, a n d t h e l i g h t o f the sun shall be seven-

f o l d . ' " ' B u t in the c i ty the g l o r y o f G o d w i l l shine w i t h a 

power above the noonday sun. " T h e sun shall be no m o r e t h y 

l i g h t by day; neither for br ightness shal l the m o o n g i v e l i g h t 

u n t o thee; but the L o r d shall be u n t o thee an ever last ing Hght, 

.and t h y G o d t h y g lory . " " " 

G o d and Chr is t are l i g h t , a n d t h e i r g l o r y , w h i c h fills t h e c i ty , 

reaches far beyond its gates, that t h e nations o f t h e m w h i c h are 

saved may wa lk in its l i g h t . O f th is g l o r y D a v i d w r o t e : " G r e a t 

is the L o r d , and great ly to be praised i n the c i ty o f our G o d , i n 

t h e m o u n t a i n o f H i s hollness. Beautiful for Situation, the j o y o f 

the whole earth, is M o u n t Z i o n , on the sides o f the n o r t h , the 

c i ty o f the great K i n g . " ' " 

T H E TARADISE OF GOD. 

W h e n the gates o f Paradise were closed against A d a m and 

E v e , angels t o o k charge o f their home, and i t was finally t rans-

. p lanted to heaven. T h u s , w h e n Paul was i n v i s ion , " caught u p 

to the t h i r d heaven," he could say he was "caught u p i n t o Par­

adise," ' ' because Paradise was t h e n i n heaven. T h e tree o f l ife 

is in Paradise; so t h e promise is, " T o h i m t h a t o v e r c o m e t h w i l l 

I g ive t o eat o f the tree o f l ife, w h i c h is i n t h e m i d s t o f the 

Paradise o f God . " '^ A s already not iced, the tree o f life is i n 

Rev. 21: 23. Chapter 60: 19. 2 Cor. 12 : 2, 4. 
Isa. 30 : 26. Ps. 48 :1, 2. Rev. 2 : 7. 
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the midst o f the N e w Jerusalem. " O n either side o f the r iver , 

was there the tree o f l i fe ." '^ 

H e r e w i l l A d a m find again his E d e n h o m e . T h r o u g h al l 

t ime, since the fall , Jesus has preserved its beauty untouched b y 

s in. N o t a leaf w i l l be faded, 'nor one f lower miss ing . T h e 

vines o f Paradise w i l l show the same freshness, and t h e i r b l o o m 

fill the air w i t h fragrance, as before the fa l l . T h e v e r y plants 

and shrubs i n w h i c h A d a m a n d E v e de l ighted w i l l be there. 

T h e trees, w h i c h i n creat ion the L o r d made to g r o w f r o m the 

g r o u n d , w i l l y i e l d their f ru i t as t h e y d i d before A d a m sinned. 

B u t there w i l l be th is di f ference—the place w i l l be g r e a t l y 

enlarged, that the redeemed m a y have r o o m t o dwel l . " T h e 

chi ldren w h i c h t h o u shalt have, after t h o u hast lost the o t h e r 

that is, the people b o r n and saved since A d a m was d r i v e n f r o m 

E d e n ] , shall say again i n t h i n e ears, T h e place is too s tra i t [ smal l 

for me; g ive place to me that I may d w e l l . " A g a i n , " E n l a r g e 

the place o f t h y tent, and let t h e m Stretch f o r t h the curtains o f 

t h y habitat ions; spare not , l e n g t h e n t h y cords, and s t rengthen 

t h y Stahes."^' 

M a n lost Paradise because o f his transgression. H i s sins 

caused the L o r d to shut t h e gate against h i m . H e must n o w 

show h imse l f w i l l i n g t o obey God's commandments , before he 

can be a d m i t t e d back t o E d e n , and have a r i g h t t o eat o f llfe's 

tree. *' Blessed are they that do H i s c o m m a n d m e n t s , t h a t t h e y 

may have r i g h t t o t h e tree o f l ife, a n d m a y enter In t h r o u g h t h e 

gates i n t o t h e c i t y . " " O p e n ye the gates, that the r ighteous 

nat ion w h i c h keepeth the t r u t h m a y enter i n . " " ' 

T h o s e o f a l l ages a n d people w h o have been obedlent t o 

G o d w i l l be g i v e n the freedom o f the c i ty o f g o l d , and a r i g h t 

l ' f « ^ - " - - -Chapter 54:2. Zf"'T 
""Isa. 49:20. " Isa . 26:2. 



THE CITV OF GOLD. 

to the tree o f Hfe. M a n y w h o w i l l enter the gates o f pearl were 

the poor and u n n o t i c e d o f earth. I n h u m i l l t y t h e y d e f e n d e d the 

t r u t h , whi le the w i c k e d persecuted t h e m for i t . T o t h e m the 

cause o f Chr is t was dearer t h a n Hfe. Some, l ike Moses, have 

refused k i n g d o m s ; but n o w their inher i tance excels aH earthly 

treasures. 

T h e N e w Jerusalem was k n o w n to A b r a h a m , " f o r he looked 

for a c ity w h i c h h a t h foundations, whose bui lder a n d m a k e r is 

God,"^* T h e L o r d gave t h e pat r ia rch k n o w l e d g e o f the splen­

dor that shines i n the c i ty o f G o d , a n d t o l d h i m o f the j o y s i n 

the l a n d beyond the grave. These t h i n g s were v a l u e d b y h i m 

more t h a n home and friends. H e therefore left his nat ive l a n d , 

and became a p i l g r i m a n d a stranger, t h a t he m i g h t receive a 

better inheritance, " f o r t h e y t h a t say such th ings declare p l a i n l y 

that they seek a c o u n t r y . " 

T h e heirs o f promise have n o t been satisfied w i t h t h e ear th 

cursed w i t h sin, n o r w i t h the cities w h i c h w i c k e d m e n have b u i l t . 

" T h e y desire a better country , that is, an heavenly ; wherefore 

G o d is not ashamed to be called t h e i r G o d ; for H e h a t h prepared 

for t h e m a city."^*^ T h e w i s d o m o f the i r choice honors G o d , 

and H e del ights i n w h a t t h e y have chosen. " F o r , behold , I 

create Jerusalem a re jo ic ing , a n d her people a j o y . A n d I w i l l 

rejoice in Jerusalem, and j o y i n M y p e o p l e . " " 

T h o s e m i l l i o n s o f acres, covered w i t h e m p t y mansions o f 

g o l d , are n o w v i e w e d b y t h e angels as an evidence o f God's 

love for m a n . T h e r ieh bu i ld ings are finished a n d w a i t i n g for 

the sleeping saints t o arise. I n a lone ly h u t l ives a fa i thfu l C h r i s ­

t i a n ; he is poor I n this w o r l d , b u t his name is w r i t t e n i n heaven, 

and his t i t l e is clear t o a h o m e o f g o l d . I n y o n d e r p r i s o n lies 

*̂ Heb. I I ; lo. Verse 14. "Verse 16. '̂ Isa. 65; 18, 19. 
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a m a n c o n d e m n e d for k e e p i n g t h e c o m m a n d m e n t s o f G o d , 

but i n the r o y a l c i t y a palace awaits h i m . H e m a y be classed 

w i t h w i c k e d m e n here, but he w i l l be made equal t o the angels 

there. 

I n heaven t h e ques t ion m a y be asked, Is the Crea tor w i l l i n g 

t o o w n H i s chi ldren i n the earth ?' B u t t h e c i ty o f g o l d prepared 

for t h e i r recept ion answers, " G o d is n o t ashamed t o be called 

the i r G o d ; for H e h a t h prepared for t h e m a c i t y . " H e is n o t 

ashamed t o o w n before the angels t h e s inner w h o repents. " I 

say u n t o you , there is j o y i n the presence o f the angels o f G o d 

over one s inner t h a t repenteth . " 

I t s beauty w i l l exceed man's fondest hope. " F o r since the 

b e g i n n i n g o f t h e w o r l d m e n have n o t heard, n o r perceived by 

the ear, neither h a t h t h e eye seen, O G o d , beslde Thee , w h a t 

H e h a t h prepared for h i m that w a i t e t h for H i m . " ' " B u t i t is 

o n l y a l i t t l e whi l e n o w t i l l t h e saints o f G o d shal l see t h e c i t y o f 

go ld . T h e y soon shall see " t h e K i n g i n H i s beauty , " a n d behold 

the Jerusalem above. There* u p o n b r o a d avenues, three h u n ­

dred seventy-five miles i n l e n g t h , and a l l o f burn i shed g o l d , 

they shall meet t o s i n g o f t h e i r del iverance. F r o m a broad r iver , 

pure a n d spark l ing , they shall d r l n k o f the water o f l ife. A l o n g 

the banks o f the crysta l s t ream t h e y w i l l p luck and eat the f ru i t 

f r o m life's tree. Beneath t h e far-reaching branches o f that tree, 

t h e j ' w i l l meet w i t h Jesus a n d contempla te H i s love. W i t h eyes 

made s t r o n g b y the g l o r y o f G o d , they w i l l be able to see the 

perfection o f beauty conta ined i n a l l nature . 

T h e i r troubles w i l l be ended, sorrows a l l gone, and disappolnt-

ments shall come no more , N o a c h i n g heads, no b r o k e n hearts, 

nor d i sappointed hopes for that land. T h e fresh-opened graves, 

Luke 15 :10. Isa. 64 :4. 
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to receive the f o r m o f a beloved one, shal l n o t be there. T h e 

funeral procession w i l l n o t be seen, for " t h e i n h a b i t a n t shall n o t 

say, I a m sick." T h e c o n t r o v e r s y w i l l t h e n be ended, t h e curse 

w i l l be removed, the earth renewed, t h e k i n g d o m establ ishcd, 

the v i c tory g i v e n t o a l l w h o believe, and the universe made clean. 

" A n d every creature w h i c h is i n heaven, and o n the earth, and 

under the earth, and such as are i n the sea, a n d a l l that are i n 

them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor , and g l o r y , and power , 

be u n t o H i m that s i t te th upon the throne , and u n t o the L a m b 

forever and ever." 

Rev. 5: 13. 
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A sixteen-poge illustrated weekly religious Journal for old and 
Young, treating al l lines of Bible truth, especially the pi-ophceies of 
Daniel and the Kcvelation, ehowing from ^veek to week how the 
events of tho past and preseut are ,1 fulfillmen't of the^e wonderful 
Ijooks. Where are we in this world's hiätorj"? is a question trouhling 
the greatest minds of tho day, and one that is worthy of most serious 
thought and reflection. The prayerful study of God's Word reveals 
wonderful truths in regard to this question. A s a leaderin such study 
and a faithful expounder of the "Word of God, the SIGSS- or T I I K 
TiMKS has no equal, I t is a thoroughly live and up-to-datc Journal, 
having the following important departments:— 

Qeneral Articles, containing articles on many Bible subjects 
by leading writers. Editorial, eontaining practical talks on prae-
tical themes by expGrienced editors. Question Corner, i n which 
are answered by the editors, various Bible questions of general 
interest, from inquirers. The OutlOOk shows how the events of the 
day are fultilling important lines of prophecy. The Home, in which 
appear good stories, bints on healtli, and items on science and other 
points. nissions, their work, condition, and needs both at horac 
and abroad are brought to view from week to weck. International 
S. S. Lessons with helpfnl notes. News and Notes sums up i n 
concisc form the world's daily happenings. Sample copy free. 

Single copy, one year (-52 numbers) §1 00 
To foreign countries in Postal Union 51 50 (6s.) 

Address. SIGNS OP THE Tirvfnis, Oakland. Cal . 

A sixteen-page weckly, published in the interests of religious liberty,-—Chi-isfciau 
and eonstitutionab I n tho application of principles, non-sectarian and non-partisan. Tlio 
only Journal in tbe b 'n l ted States wholly devoted to tbe Cliristian and American principlc 
of complete Separation of church and State. Priee, $1.00 per year. 

Address AMBÜICAW SEXTINEL , 39 Bond Street, New York City. 

O U R I ^ I X T I ^ B F R I E N D 
What to provide for the active minds of the younger members of the family, is an 

ever-present question. Do you wish to give the children something of worth ? Do you 
want them to cultivate a taste for that wliich will bc of beneflt in after life ? Then give 
them OUR L I T T L Ü F K I E X D . I t contains not a line of trashy or sensational reading, but 
is filled with practical, moral lessons and intercsting things of nature. A Special feature 
is the department of the Sabbath school lessons, where are found two sets of lessons ar­
ranged in simple style, adapted to the yonng. 

E i G H T P A G E S " W E E K L - Y , I L U Ü S T R A T E D 
Single copy, per year .50 cents 
Five to nine copies to one address, eaeh 45 
Ten or more copies to one address, eacb , -10 " 

Addre.-^s OUR, L I T T L Ü FRIE^*D, Oakhmd, Cal . 

Y O U X H ' S I N S X R U C X O R 
A twenty-four-page, illustratcd, weekly magazine for youth and children, devoted 

to moral and mental culture, and especially designed as a companion for Bible study. 
Single copy, per year , $1 00 
Ten or more copies to one address, per year 65 

Address YOL^TH'S INSTRUCTOI;, Battle Creek, ]\Iicli. 



T M B G O ö P E l > IN G ß B A T I O N 
T h e title of this book gives a n excel lent idea of i ts contents. I t i s easy to 

overlook the fact that Moses -wrote t h e Gospel as t ru ly i n Genes is as did P a u t to 
the Romans ; and this leads us to foryet that the power employed i n c r c a t i o a 
and the power pledged for our redemption are one a u d the same. H e n c e m a n y 
S p i r i t u a l blessing-s of g r e n t va lue are made of none effect. 

T h e author of this w o r k , — D r . E - J . Wagg'oner, of L o n d o n , — h a s p laced 
tlie B i b l e record of the w o r k s of creation and redemption side by s ide, thus e n -
abling- the reader to attaiu and preserve a c lear knowledge of the subject 
treated. A study of tliis book w i l l lead to a rccog-nitioo. of the Gospel i n e v c r y 
work of G o d , — i n the grass beneath our feet, a n d the s u n that rules Our day. 
T h e s e truths are presented i n a beauti ful and tlioug-htful m a u n e r , and invi te the 
dosest attention. I t contains 169 pages, is i l lustrated , and bound i n w i n e -
colored cloth, at 40c., and i n boards w i t h clotli back, at 25c. 

P R O P M B T I G L I G H T « 
T h i s is a trcatlse on the leading prophecies of the O l d and N e w T e s t a m e n t s , 

showing the exact fulfiUmeut of the predictions therein made concerning E g y p t , 
T y r e , B a b y l o n , Medo-Pers ia , Greece, and Rome, as w e l l as those pointing to the 
second coming of C h r i s t . 

I t i s interest ing to read of the fnlfi lhnent of that portion of the S a c r e d 
"Word re lat ing to empircs now i n r u i n s , but w k e n such fulf i l lments form a part 
of a chain of prophecy r e a c h i n g to the second coming of our L o r d , the impor-
tance of their s t u d y c a n not be over estimated. T l i e deep and carefu l study the 
author has g ivea the subject is apparent on every page. T h e book c o n t a i n s 
nearly 200 large pages, i s i l lustrated , and w e l l bound a n d printed. Cloth . w i t h 
gilt edges, 31.00; paper Covers, 50c. 

öfVBBj^TH R G A D I I N G S 
F o u r volumes of choice selections from prose and poetry suitable for the 

S a b b a t h . T h e y contain 1551 pages of the most careful ly selected stories for 
every member of the family c irc le . These selections are short but e n t e r t a i n i u g 
and instructive , and w i l l be found v e r y appropriate for c lass , b irthday, or hol i ­
day gifts. T h e y are strongly and neatly bound i n cloth, i n var ious a t t r a c t i v e 
colors . P e r set, S1.60; per volume, each complete i n itself , 40c. 

Ö T O R Y o r PITGj^IßN l ö b A N D 
By Rosa l ind Amel ia Young, a Nat ive Daughter 

P i t c a i m I s l a n d , one of the volcanic gems o f the Pac i f ic , has been h e a r d o f 
wherever the E n g l i s h language h a s beeu spoken. T h e story of the w o r k i n g out 
of the problem of h u m a n life on its l imited terr l tory reads s t r a n g e r and more 
thri l l ingly in m a n y respects t h a n a romance. Btit most, if not a l l , of the tales 
told and books printed h a v e either been too fragiuentary or iucorrect and m i s -
leading . I t w i l l be interest ing to the fr iends of that miniature world to know 
that a n authentic history has been w r i t t e n , and that by a n a t i v e of the I s l a n d , 
one to the nianor born. M i s s R o s a Y o u n g i s one o f the direct descendants o f 
t h e mutineers of the Bouniy. T l i e book is a p i a i n , u n v a r n i s h e d tale of P i t c a i r n 
and its inhabitants , from i ts settlement to the y e a r 1894. I t is wri t ten w i t h a 
c h a r m i n g simpHcity of style w h i c h refreshes the readcr and invi tes a cont inued 
perusal . I lUistrated w i t h 26 e n g r a v i n g s by the half -tone proccss, and its 23 
chapters have each a neat ly e n g r a v e d heading . T h i r d edition, w i t h appendix. 
P r i c e , Sl.OO. 
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Voung Peopk'$ Dbrary 
S E R I E S O N E , -

H I S L i b r a r y Covers a i v ide ränge 
of topics and terri tory , be ing di-
dactic , descriptive, b iographica l , 
and his tor ica l . ' W h i l e t h e books 
inculcate the purest morals a n d 
are not a n t i c h r i s t i a n , they are 
absolutely non-sectar ian . 

A series of volumes w h i c h h a s been widely 
and deservedly populär,—Christian at Work. 

S e n d for press notices recommending these 
books. W e have them from Christian at Work, 
Christian Cynosure, The Independent, Congrega-
tionalist, Lntheran Observer, Christian Intelli-
gencer, Illustrated Christian Weekly, Interior, 

New York Observer, Golden Rule, Christian Oracle, New York Weekly Wiiness, 
Zion's Herald, and The Christian Weekly. 

! F I J I AND S A M O A — J O T T I N G S F K O Ü T H E P A C I F I C , N O . 1, i s a g r a p h i c a n d interest ­
i n g description of t h e F i j i a n a n d Saraoan I s l a n d s , their geographica l Po­
sit ion, their government a n d re l ig ion , their social a n d phyüical pecul iar -
ities, the wonderful prodnctiona o f these Is lands , the coral formations of 
the P a c i f i c , c a n n i b a l i s m , the curious tradit ions of the Is lands , the past 
a n d present f u n e r a l r i tes , cyc lones i n the C o r a l Seas , a n d m a n y other 
t h i n g s of interest . 

J A C K T H E CONQUEROR: or Overcoming Difficulties, a n d other stories. T h e s e 
are not l ight , t r a s h y , improbable tales, but they present some of the r e a l 
difficulties which nearly- al l bo^-s and g i r l s are compelied to encounter, a n d 
point o u t the best w a y to meet them, so as to make the difficulties aids to 
higher attainments instead of hindrances. T h e b o o k w i l l n o t only interest 
but benefit the y o u n g . 

SAVOSAROLA—The l i fe of this great preacher of F l o r e n c e . T h e scene of the 
b o o k is of course i n t h a t l a n d of romance a n d song a n d heroism, I t a l i a , 
where the Apost le P a u l a n d other witnesses of the truth finished the " g o o d 
fight o f f a i t h . " T h e l itt le volume is a g r a p h i c s k c t c h oi the most promi­
nent events of the preachers l i f e a n d experience, the m o n a s t i c i s m of the 
fifteenth C e n t u r y , the iniquit les that prevai ied , the political influence of 
S a v o n a r o l a , h i s t r i a l and death. 

T U E TONGA ISLANDS AND OTHER G R O U P S — J O T T I N G S F R O M T H E P A C I F I C , X O . 
2. T h e Is lands of the P a c i f i c a l w a y s f urnish f a s c i n a t l n g topics f o r y o u n g 
readers, a n d old ones too. S c e n i c descriptions, the c h a r a c t e r a n d customs 
of the people, the progress of C h r i s t i a n i t y , t h e products of the Is lands , 
and historic Incidents are a l l told i n a n interest ing atid instruct ive m a n ­
ner. 

l E T T E R S FROM T H E HOLY LAND is a most i n t e r e s t i n g l i t t le work. I t g ives , i n 
a series of letters of a father to his chi ldren, interest ing accounts, accom-
paaied b y a large number of f ull -page pen Sketches a n d i l lustrated chap­
ter headiugs of E a s t e r n life a n d m a n n e r s , w h i c h w i l l help great ly i n a 
better u n d e r s t a n d i n g of m a n y t h i n g s g i v e n i n t h e B i b l e . T h e stories are 
told i n simple l a n g u a g e w h i c h a c h i l d c a n understand, a n d at the same 
time are of interest to those of mature years . T h e book contains a n 
appendix of s ixteeu pages, g i v i n g a good description of the geography of 
t h e H o l y La-tid, w i t h a n outl ine map. 



AMONG THE NORTHERN ICEBERGS—In this book we are taken t o t h e northland, , 
where K i n g F r o s t re igns supreme, r e l e a s i n g only for a l i t t le time, now 
and then, his icy gr ip that he m a y more securely fasten upon those h e l p ­
less mariners who wander w i t h i n his domain, T h e book gives most inter ­
esting S k e t c h e s of the A r c t i c expeditions of E n g l a n d and our own l a n d i n 
the nineteenth C e n t u r y , T h e r i s i n g generat ion w i l l appreciate the r e a d ­
i n g of this account second only to those who read the graphic narrat ions . 
at the times of their occurrence, 

Series l , 6 volumes, cloth, i n a box, S.3.00; s ingle volumes, cloth, 60c; 
Single voliimes, paper, 25c. 

S E R I E S T\A/0 
A set of six volumes of interesting reading, comprising Instructive Moral Tales, 

Biography and History, and designed especially Jor Youth. 

LEFT WITH A TRUST is a story o f the struggles of a f a m i l y to help " m o t h e r " 
and each other d u r i n g the absence of the father. and pleasant ly reveals 
the brighter side of youth where there is a worthy purpose and a w i l l to 
be k i n d and affectionate. 

TWO CANNIBAL ARCHIPELÄGOES—A graphic description of the N e w H e b r i d e s 
and Solomon I s l a n d s . T h e l u x u r l a n c e of their V e g e t a t i o n , the stränge 
phases of a n i m a l Hfe, the volcanoes and other n a t u r a l curioslt ies , the 
manners and custouis of the people, and the efforts to c i v i l i z c and C h r i s -
tianlze them, are a l l told I n a l i v e l y and most e n t e r t a i n i n g stj ' le . 

JOHN OF W Y C L I F F E — " T h e Morning -s tar of the K e f o r m a t i o n . " E v e r y reader 
of the E n g l i s h B i b l e Owes a debt of gratitude to this m a n , who h a d so 
much to do w i t h p l a c l n g the S c r i p t u r e s i n the h a n d s o f the people. T h e 
writer has sketched i n s t r i k i n g outlines the great controversies of the 
times a.nd the part that w a s taken in them by Wycliffe, 

NATIVE L I F E IN I N D I A — A most interest ing description of the social and r e l i g ­
ious characterist ics of the H i n d u s . T l i e wri ter o f this book spent eight-
een years i n I n d i a . T h e book is ful ly i l lustrated w i t h cuts that are m a d e 
from native sketches. 

MARTIN L U T H E R — T h e name of this great reformer is wel l k n o w n i n e v e r y 
household, and this story of his l i fe , athome, at the u n i v e r s i t y , as a monk, 
as a priest , at Rome, at the Diet of Worms, and finally the c los ing scenes 
of his eventful career, w i l l be of deep interest to the y o i m g . 

L I F E ON THE KONGO—This short , though comprehensiye, story of the new-old 
empire of the K o n g o , i n m a n y respects the choicest portion of the " D a r k 
C o n t i n e n t , " can. not f a i l to interest y o u n g and old, T h e Information 
given has the merit of be ing the product of the personal observation of 
the author and other w e l l - k n o w n parties who have traversed the country 
which is so graphical ly described. 

E a c h volume contains 160 pages, is fwWy i l lustrated, and neat ly bound 
i n cloth, 
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T h i s series of books we unhesitat ingly commend. T h e y h a v e been t h o r ­
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wisdom excelled the w i s d o m o f a l l the ch i ldren o f t h e east 

country , and a l l the w i s d o m o f E g y p t . F o r he was wiser t h a n 

all m e n . " " So lomon ' s u n d e r s t a n d i n g was such that a l l the 

k ings o f the earth sought h i m for the w i s d o m w h i c h G o d had 

g i v e n h i m . ' ' S o l o m o n was t h e n d o i n g w h a t t h e L o r d desired 

Israel t o do al l the t i m e ; that is, he was teach ing the nat ions 

t h e t r u t h . H e b u i l t t h e temple o f the L o r d at Jerusalem, a n d 

b r o u g h t the a r k o f G o d and a l l the vessels o f the sanctuary i n t o the 

temple , a n d dedicated t h e m t o t h e L o r d . A f t e r t h a t the servIce 

o f the sanctuary was carned o n i n t h e temple . I n the first ha l f 

o f So lomon's re ign the k i n g d o m o f Israel reached its highest 

p o i n t o f g l o r y . 

B u t Satan overcame the wisest k i n g by causing h i m to 

m a r r y ido lat rous wives. " F o r i t came to pass, when S o l o m o n 

was o ld , that his wives t u r n e d away his heart after other gods; 

and his heart was not perfect w i t h t h e L o r d his G o d , as was the 

heart o f D a v i d his father. F o r S o l o m o n w e n t after A s h t o r e t h 

the goddess o f the Z idonians , and after M i l c o m the a b o m i n a t i o n 

o f t h e A m m o n i t e s . . . . T h e n d i d S o l o m o n b u i l d a h i g h 

place for Chemosh, the a b o m i n a t i o n o f M o a b , i n the h i l l tha t is 

before Jerusalem, and for M o l e c h , t h e a b o m i n a t i o n o f the 

chi ldren o f A m m o n . " I t seems t h a t he d i d a l l this to please 

t h e idolaters. H e was a great lover o f peace, and early i n his 

re ign he made a covenant o f peace w i t h P h a r a o h k i n g o f E g y p t . 

Besides E g y p t , S o l o m o n u n i t e d w i t h his court , M o a b , E d o m , 

Z i d o n , A m m o n , and m a n y o t h e r countries . A l l praised and 

flattered S o l o m o n , a n d cont inued t o do so u n t i l he was o ld . 

T h e n his wives, w h o were idolaters before t h e y came t o his 

court , persuaded h i m to b u i l d these places o f ido l -worsh ip for 

Kings 4 : 29-3T. '^See 2 Chron. 9 : 23. Kings 11: 4-7. 


