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refuge and niy fortross ; iny God, in l i ini w i l l I ti'ust. 
Sui'ely he shall deliver thee fi-ora the snare of the 
fowler, and from the noisome pcstilcnce. He shall 
cover thee w i t h his feathers, and uuder his wings 
shalt thou t r u s t ; his t ru th shall be t h y shield and 
buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the tcri'or by 
n ight ; nor for the arrow that Hieth by day; nor 
for the pestilence that walketh in darkness, nor for 
the destruction that wasteth at noon-day. A thou
sand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy 
right hand; but i t shall not come nigh thee. Only 
w i t h thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward 
of the wicked. Becanse thou hast made the Lord, 
which is my refuge, cven the Most High, thy hab-
itation ; there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall 
any plague come nigh thy dwelling." 

dlik|)tef X V I I . 

, BABYLON—THE MOTHER. 
V E U S B 1. And there canie one of the seven angela which 

had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying untu me, 
Come hither ; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the 
great whore that sitteth iipon many waters ; 2 ; With whom 
tlie kings of the earth have ci.niiiiitted fomication, and tho 
inhabitants of the earth have been made druiik with the 
wino of her fomication. 3. So lie carried me away in the 
Spirit into the wilderneas ; and I aaw a woman Bit iipon a 
scarlet-colored beast, füll of names of blaaphemy, having 
sevon heads and ten horns. 4. And the woman was arrayed 
in purple and scarlet cohir, and decked with gold and pre
cious stonea and pearla, having a golden cup in her hand füll 
of abominations and fiUhiuesa of her fornicatif)n: 5 ; And 
upon her forehead was a namo writteu, Mystery, Babylnn 
the Great, tlie Mother of Hariots, and Abominations of tho 
Earth . 

I n verse 19 of the preceding chaptcr, we were 
informed that " great Babylon came in remembrance 
before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of 
the fierceness of his wrath." Tlie apostle now takcs 
up more particularly the snbject of this Great Baby-. 
Ion ; and in order to a füll prescntation of i t , goejs. 
back and gives some of the facts of her past history. 
That this apostjite woman is a symbol of the Roman 
Cathülic chureht is ^-euerally believed by J^rotestants, 

(33?) 
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ßetween this church and the kings of the earth there 
has been illicit connection, and with the wine of her 
fomication, or her false docti-ines, the inhabitants of 
the earth have been made drunk. 

This prophecy is more definite than others 
applicable to the Roman power, in that i t distin-
guishes between church and State. We here have 
the woman, the church, seated tipon a scarlet-colored 
beast, the civil power, by which she is upliold, and 
which she controls and guides to her ovm ends, as a 
rider controls a horse. 

The vcsture and dccorations of this woman, as 
bronght to view in verse 4, are in striking harmony 
wi th the ajiplication rnafle of this .symbol; for puiplo 
and scarlet are the chief colors in the robes of popes 
and cardinals ; and among the myriads of [)recious 
stones which adoi-n her sorvico, according to an cye-
witness, silver is scarccly known, and gold itself looks 
but poorly. And from the golden cup in her 
hand, symbol of purity of doctrine and prufession, 
which should have contained only that which is 
pure, upright, and hi accorilance with truth , tliere 
came forth only abominations, and wine of her for-
nication, fit symbol of her abominable doctiines, and 
still more abüiiiitmble ]iracticL'S. 

This woman is explieitly callcd Babylon. IsRome, 
then, Babylon, to the excln.sion of all other roligious 
bodies ? No ; f f o i i i the fa(!t that she is called the 
mother of hariots, which sliows that there are other 
independent religious organizations, which consti-
tute the apastate daughters, and belong to the same 
great family. 
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V K K S B C). And I ft\-,v tlio womiin dnmken witli tlie blond 
of the saints, and with the blood of the mai-tyre of J e s u s ; 
and when I saw her, I wondered with great aduiiraLion. 7. 
And tho aiigel said luito me, Whereftjro didat ilioii inarvol? 
I will teil thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast 
that carrieth her, which hath the seven heada and ten horns. 

W h y should John wonder with great astonish-
ment when h e saw the woman drunken w i t h tlie 
blood of saints ? Was persecution of the people of 
God any sti-ange thing in his day ? Had he not 
Seen Rome launch its most fiery anathemas against 
tho church, being himself i n banishuient under ita 
cruel power at the time he wrote ? Why, then, 
should he be astonishcd as he looked forward and 
saw Rüiiie still persecuting the saints ? Î he secret 
of his wonder was just thiä: AU the persecution he 
had witnosscd had been frum pagan R o n i e , the open 
cnemy of Christ. I t was not stränge that pagans 
should persecute Chiist's followera. B u t when he 
looked forward and saw a church professedly Chris
tian püi'secuting the followers of the Lamb, and 
drunken wi th their blood, he could but wonder with 
great amazeincnt. 

V E R S E 8. The beast that thon sawcst was, and is n o t ; 
and shall asuend out of the bottoniless pit, and go hito per-
dit ion ; and they that dwell on tho earth shall wonder, 
whose names were not written in tlie book of life from tho 
foundation of the world, when they behold the heust that 
was, and is not, and yet is. !). And here is tliu iiiUid which 
hath wisdüin. The seven heads are seven niDinilain«, on 
wliich the woman sittetli. 10. Aud there arc sevon kings ; 
five ai'o fallen, and oiio is, und tho other is not yet couiu; 
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and whon }ic conietli, lio iviust contimie a ahort space. 1 1 . 
And the beast that was, and is not, evcn he is the eighth, 
and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. 

Tlie beast of wliich the aiigcl here speaks is evi-
dently the scarlet beast. A wild beast like the one 
thus introduced, is the symbol of an oppressive and 
persecuting power ; and wliile the Koman power, as 
a nation had a long, uninterrupted cxistence, i t 
passed through certain phascss, during which this 
symbol would be inapplicable to i t , and during 
which time, consequcntly the beast, in sitch prophe-
cics as the pi'cscnt, might bo said not to be, or not to 
exist. Thus : Rome in its pagan form was a porse-
cuting power in its relation to the people of God, 
during which time i t constituted the beast that was. 
But the empire was nominally convcrted to Chris-
tianity. There was a transition fi'om paganism ta 
another phase of religion, falsely called Christian ; 
and during a bricf pcriod, while this transition w^s 
güing on, i t lost its ferocious and persecuting char
acter, and then i t could be said of the beast that i t 
was not. Time passed on, and i t degonei'atcd into 
püpery, and again assumed its blood-thirsty and 
oppressive character, and then constitutcd the beast 
that " yet is," or in John's day was to be. 

The Soven heads are exjilained to be, fii-st, seven 
mountains, and then seven kings or fonns of govem-
ment; for the expression in verse 10, " and ihcre are 
siwen kings," should read, and thesc are seven kings. 
Five are fallen, says the aiigtil, or passed away ; one 
i s ; tUe sixth was the« reigning : another "was tQ 
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come, and continuc a short space ; and when the 
beast re-appeared in its bloody and persecuting char
acter, i t was to be under tlie eighth form of govern-
ment which was to continuc t i l l tho beast went into 
perdition, The seven forms of government that have 
cxisted in the Roman Empire are usually enuuierated 
as follows: 1. Kingly. 2. Consular. 3. Decem-
virate. 4. Dictatoriai. 5. Triumvirate. 6. Impe-
rlal ; and 7. Papal. Kings, Consnls, Dcccmvirs, 
Dictators, and Triumvirs, had passed away in John's 
day. He was living under the imperial form. Two 
more were to arise after Iiis time. One was only to 
continue a short space, and hence is not usually reck-
oned among the heads ; "while the last, wdiich is usu
ally denominated the seventh, is in reality the eighth. 
The head which was to succecd the imperial and 
continue a sJiovt space could not be the papal ; for 
that has continued longer than all the rest put 
together. We unaerstand, therefore, that the papal 
head is the eighth, and that a head of short continu-
ance intervened between the imperial and papal. I n 
fulfiliment of this, we read that after the imperial 
form had been abolished, there was a ruler who, for 
about the space of 60 years governed Rome under 
the title of the " Exarchate of Ravenna." Thus we 
have the connecting l ink between the imperial and 
papal heads. The third ]:)hase of the beast that was, 
and is not, and yet is, is the Roman power under the 
rule of the papacy, aud in this form i t ascends out of 
the bottoniless pit, or bases its power on pretensions 
which have no foundation but a mixtiire of Chri^T 
fcian errors and pagan superstitions, 

pcvfiliitiou, 22 
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V E K S K 12. And. tho ton horns which thou sawcst are ten 
kings, which have received no kingdom aa yet ; but receive 
power as kinga one hour with the beast. 13. Theso have 
one nnnd, aud shall give iheir power and strength unto the 
beast. 14. These shall make war with tho Lamb, and the 
Lamb shall overcome them ; for he is Lord of lords, and 
K i n g of kiiigs; aud they tliat are with him are called, and 
chosen, and faithful. 

On the siibj ect of the ten liorns, there is no con-
trovcrsy. A l l agi-ee that they syrniKjlize the ten 
kingdoms that arose out of the Roman empire, 
namely, the Huns, Ostrogoths, 'Visigoths, Franks, 
Vandals, Suevi, Biirgundians, Heruli, Anglo-Saxons, 
and Lombards. They receive power one hour [Gr. 
öQn, hora, an indelinite space of time,] with the 
beast ; that is, they reign a length of time contem-
poraneously w i th the beast, during which time they 
give to i t their power and strength. 

Croly in his work on the Apocalypse oifers this 
comment on veivse 12 ; "The prediction defines the 
epoch of the papacy by the formation of the ten 
kingdoms of the western empire. ' They shall receive 
power one hour w i t h the beast.' The translation 
should be, ' i n the same era' {/iiav öigav). The ten 
kingdoms shall be contcmporaneoiis, in contradis-
tinction to the ' seven heads,' which were suecctiuva." 

This language m u s t refer to the past, wlien the 
kingdoms of Europe were unanimous in giving their 
Support to the papacy, and upholding i t in all its 
pretensions. I t cannot apply to the future ; for 
after the commencement of the tinie of the emi, they 
"svere to take awaj^ its power, and consume and destroy 

CHÄPTBÜ XVII, VERSES 15-18. 339 

i t to the end ; Dan. 7 : 26 ; and the treatmont which 
these kingdoms are finally to bestow upon i t , is 
exp]-essed in verse 16, wdicro i t is said tbat they shall 
hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, cat 
her flesh, and burn her with fire. 

These make war with the Lamb, verse 14. Here 
we are carried into the futui'e to the time of the 
great and final battle ; for at this time the Lamb 
has assumed tho title of King of kings and Lord of 
lords, a title which he does not assume t i l l his second 
commg. Chap. 19 : U -16 . 

V E R S E 15 . And he soith unto me, Tlie watera which thou 
sawest, where the whore sitteth, are people^, and multitudes, 
and nations and tungues. 10. And the ten horna which 
fchou sawest upon the heaat, these shall hate the whore, and 
shall make her desolate and naked, and aliall eat hei' fiesh, 
and burn her with Are. 17. For Got'. hath iiut in tlieir 
hearts to fulfiU hia will, and to agreo, and give tlieir king
dom unto the beast, mitil the words of God shall be ful-
ülled. 18 . And the woman whiph thou sawest is that great 
city, which reigneth over the kinga of the earth. 

I n verse 15 we have simply a definition of the 
scripture symbol of watoi-s they denote peoplas, 
multitudes, nations, and tongues. The angel told 
John, while calling his attention to this subject, that 
he would show him thß judgment of this great har
lot. I n verse 16, that judgment is specitied. This 
ehapter, has, we think, more especia! reference to 
the old mother, or Catholic Babylon. I n tho next 
ehapter, i f we mistake not, we find brought to view 
the character and destiny of another great brauch 
of Babylon, namely, the harlot daughters. 
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BABYLON—THE DAUGHTERS. 
Y B R S B 1. And after these thinga I saw anotlier angel 

come down from Heaven, having great power; and the earth 
was lightened with hia glory. 2. Ai id he cried mightily 
with a ötroiig voico, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, ia 
fallen, and is become the liabitation of devils, and the hold 
of evcry fonl spirit, and a cage of every uncloan and hateful 
bird. 3. F o r all nations have drunk of the wino of tho 
wrath of her fomication, and tho kinga of the earth have 
committed fomication with her, and the merchants of the 
earth are waxed rieh tlirough the abimdance of her dclica-
cies. 

Some movcment of miglity power ia symbolized 
in tliese vcx'ses. The consideration of a few facts 
wi l l gnide us unmistakably to the application. I n 
chapti^r 14 we had a message annonncing the fall 
of Babylon. Babylon is a term which embraces 
not only the Roman Catholic church, but reUgious 
bodies which ha '̂c sprung from her, bringing many of 
her errors and ti-aditions along wi th them. 

The fall of Babylon hei-e spoken of cannot be l i t -
ei'al destruetion ; for thei'e are evcnts to take place in 
Babylon after her fall, -vvhich utterly forbid this idea; 
as, for iuvstancc, the people of God are tlici'e after her 
fall, and are called out in order that they may not 
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receive of hei- plagues ; .and in these plagues is cmi-
braced her literal destruetion. The fall is therefore 
a moval one ; for the resuit of i t is, that Babylon 
becouies the liabitation of devils. and tlie hold of every 
foul spirit, and the cage of every unclean and hateful 
bird ; she, as a consequenee of her fall, piles up an 
accunuilation of sins even to the heavens, and 
becomes subject to the juilgments of God which can 
no longer be delayed. 

And since the fall here introduced is a moral one, 
i t must apply to some brauch of Babylon besides, or 
outside of, the pagan or papal divisions ; for the 
false character of the ono, and the corrupt character 
of the other, of these was fully developed before they 
were introduced into prophecy. And, further, as 
this fall is said to occur but a short perlod before 
Babylons final destruetion, certainly this side of the 
rise and blasphemous career of the papal church, 
this testimony cannot o,ppIy to any religious organ-
izations but such as have sprung from that church. 
These started out on reform. They i'un weil for a 
.season, and had the approbation of God ; but fetter-
ing themselvos with ci'eeds, they have faiied to keep 
pace wi th the advancing light of God's truth, antl 
lience have been left in a position whore they -will 
finally develop a character as evil and odious in the 
sight of God, as that of the church from which they 
first started out as diascnters or refonners. As the 
point before us is to many a very sensitive one, 
we wi l l let members of these various denominations 
here spcak for themseh'cs. 
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The Tennemme Baptist says: " This woman 
[ p o p e r y ] is called the mother of hariots and abom
inations. Who are the danghters ? The Lutheran, 
the Presbytcrian, and the Episcopalian churches ai-e 
all branches of the [Roman] Catholic. Are not 
the.se denonnnated ' hariots and aboniinations' i n the 
above passage ? I so decide. I could not with the 
stal<:e before me decide otherwise. Presbyterians 
and Episcopalians compose a part of Babylon. They 
hold the distinctive principles of Papacy, in common 
with Paplsts." 

Alexander Campbell says: " Tlie worshiping 
establishments now in Operat ion throughout Chris
tendom, incased and ceinented by their respective 
voluminous confessions of faith, and their ecclesias-
tical constitutions, are not churches of Jesus Christ, 
but the legitimate daughters of that mother of har
iots—the Church of Rome." 

Again he says: " A reformation of popery was 
attempted in Europe füll three centuries ago. I t 
ended i n a Protestant hierarchy, and swarms of dis-
senters. Protestantism has been refornied into 
Presbyterianisin—that into Congregationalism—-
and that into Baptistism, etc., etc. Methodism has 
attempted to reform all , but has reformed itself into 
many forms of Wesleyanism. A l l of them retain 
in their bosom,—^in their ecclesiastic organizations, 
worship, doctrines, and observances,—various relics 
of popery. They are at best a reformation of 
popery, and only reformations i n . part. The doc
trines and traditions of men yet iinpair the power 
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and progrc^ss ol: the gospel in tlicir liauds."—On 
Baptism, p. 15. 

Mr. 0. Scott {Weslcyan Methodist) says : " The 
church is as deeply infected w i t h a desire for 
worldly gain as the world. 

"The churches are making a god of this world. 
" Most of the denominations of the present day 

might be called churches of the world, w i th more 
propriety than churches of Ohrist. 

"The churches are so far gone from primitive 
Christianity that they need a fresh regeneration— 
a new k ind of religion." 

Says the Golden Rule: " The Protestants are 
out-doing the Popes i n splendid, extravagant foUy 
in churcli building. Thousands on thousands are 
expended in gay and costly ornaments to gratify 
pride and a wicked auibition, that might and 
should go to redeem the perishing millions! Does 
the evil, the foUy, and the madness of these proud, 
formal, fashlonable worshipers, stop here ? 

"These splendid raouuments of popish pride, 
upon which millions are squandered in our eitles, 
virtually oxclude the poor for whom Christ died, 
and for whom he came especially to preach." 

The report of the Michigan Yearly Conference, 
published in the Weslcyan of Nov. 15, 1851, 
says: " The world, commercial, political, and eccle-
siastical are alike, and are together going in the 
broad way that leads to death. Politics, commerce, 
and nominal religion, all connive at sin, reciprocally 
aid each other, and unite to crush the poor. Ealse-
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hoüd is nnl)lushingly utteved in the forum and in 
the pulp i t ; and sins that would shoch the nwral 
Hensih'diiies of the heathen, <fo unrebuke.d in all tke 
great denominations of ov,r land. Tliese churches 
are like the Jewish church when the Saviour 
exciaimed, 'Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites.'" I t is certainly no bettcr now. 

Robert Atkins, in a sermon preached in London, 
says: "The t ru ly rightcoua are diminished i'voiii 
the earthj and no man layeth i t to heart. The pro-
fessors of religion of the present day, in every 
church are lovers of the world, conformers to the 
world, lovere of creature-comfort, and aspirers after 
respectability. They are called to siiffer w i t h 
Christ, but they shrink even from reproach. 

"Apostasy, apostasy, apostasy, is engraven on 
the very front of every churcli; an<l did they know 
i t , and did they feel i t , there might be hope; but 
alas ! they ery, ' We are rieh, and increased in goods, 
and stand in need of nothing. ' " 

Abundance of similar testimony might be pro-
duced, from persons in high standing in these vari
ous denominations, written, not for the purpose of 
being captious and finding fault, but from a vivid 
sense of the fcarful condition to which these 
churches have fallen. The term Babylon, as 
applied to them,js not a term of reproach, but is 
simply expressive of the confusion and diversity of 
sentiment that exists among them. Babylon need 
not have fallen, but might have been healed, Jer. 
5 1 : 0, by the recepticm of the truth. Rejeeting i t , 
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confusion »and disseusions still reign witb in her 
borders, and worldliness and pride are fast choking 
out every plant of licavenly growth. 

But at what time do the verses now before us 
have their application ? When may the movement 
here symbolized be looked for ? I f the posltitm we 
have taken is eorrect, that these churches, this 
brauch of Babylon, experienced a moral fall by the 
rojection of tho first message of ehapter 14, the an-
nouneeinent in the ehapter under consideration could 
not have gone forth previous to that time. I t is, 
then, either synonymous wi th the measage of the fall 
of Babylon, in ehapter 14, or i t is given at a later 
period than that. Is i t synonymous wi th that ? I t is 
no t ; for that nieroly announcas the fall of Baliylon, 
while this adds several particulars, which at that 
thne were neither fulfdled nor in the process of f u l 
filiment. As we are therefore to look. this side of 
1844, where the previous message went forth, for 
the annoimcement bi'ought to view in this ehapter, 
we inquire, Has any such message been given since 
that time to the present ? Tho answer must still be 
in the negative ; hence this message is yet future, 
But we are now having the third angel's message, 
which is tho last to be given before the coming of 
the Son of Man. We are tlierefore held to the con-
clusion that the first two verses of this ehapter con-
stitüte a feature of tlie third message, to appear 
when this message shall bo proclaimed with power, 
and the wdiole earth be lightened wi th its glory. 

The Würk brought to view in verse 2, is in proc-
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eas of aceomplisliiiicnt, and w i l l soon be^conipletod, 
by the work of spiritualism. Spirits of devils are 
secretly but rapidly wovking their way into the re
ligious denominations above referred to, the creeds 
of which, having been formulated under the inf iu-
ence of the wine [errors] of 13abyIon, render these de
nominations unable to resist their insidious approach. 

Verse 3 shows the wide extent of the influence of 
Babylon, and the evil that has rasulted from her 
coui-se, and hence the justness of her punisliment 
The merchants of the earth are waxed i-ich throuo'h 

o 

the abundance of her delioacies. Who take the 
lead in all the exti'avagances of the age ? Church 
members. Who load their tables w i th the riebest 
and choicest viands ? Church members. Who are 
foremost i n extravagance in dress, and all costly at-
tii'o ? Church members. Who are the very per-
sonification of pride and arrogance ? Church mem
bers. Where shall we look for the very highest ex-
hibition of the luxury, vain show, and pride of life, 
resulting fi-om the vanity and sin of the race ? Ans. 
To a modern church assembly on a pleasant Sunday. 

But there is a redeeming feature in this picture, 
Begenerate as Babylon has become as a body, there 
are exceptions to the general rule ; for God has still 
a people there ; and she must be entitled to some 
rcgard on their account unti l they are called from 
her comraunion. Nor shall we have to wait long 
for this cal l ; for soon, i f we mistake not, Babylon 
wi l l become so ful ly leavened wi th the influence of 
these evil agents, that her condition w i l l be ful iy 
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manifest to all the hcmcst h i heart, and the way be 
ail prepared for the work which the apostle now i n 
troduces. 

Y E H S I ' : 4. And I hoard anotlier voice from Heaven, say
ing, Oome out o f her, m.y people, that ye be not partakers 
of her shia, and that ye receive not o f her plagues. 5. F o r 
her shia have reached unto Heaven, and God hath reniom-
bered her iniquities. 6. Keward her even aa she rewarded 
you, and double unto her double according to her works; 
in the cup which she hath ülled, liil to her double. 7. 
How much she hath glorified herseif, and lived delicionsly," 
so much tomient and s o i T o w give her ; for she saith in her 
heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and ahiül aec no aor-
row. 8. Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, 
death, and niourning, and famine ; and she shall be utterly 
burned with (iro; for strong is the Lurd God who judyeth 
her. 

The voice coming from Heaven, denotes that i t 
w i l l be a message of power, attended wi th heavenly 
glory. The faet that God's people are called out so 
as not to be partakors of her sins, sliows that i t is 
not t i l l a certain time that people become guilty by 
being connected w i t h Babylon; and this explains 
how i t can be said of the 144,000, Bev. 14 :4, many 
of whom are the very ones here called out, that 
they were not tlefiled w i t h women. 

Verses 6 and 7 we regard as a prophetic declara-
tion that she w i l l be rewarded or punished accord
ing to her works. As she has filled up the cup of 
persecution to the saints, so the angel of the Lord 
w i l l persecute her, Ps. 35 :6, and judgments from 
on liigh w i l l bring upon her, in a two-fold degree. 
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the evil wliieli she thought to bring upon the saints. 
The day in which her plagues come, mentioned in 

verse 8, must be a prophetic day, or at least cannot 
be a literal day ; for i t would be inipossible for 
famine to come in that length of time. The plagues 
of Babylon are without doubt the seven last plagues 
which have been already examined ; and we infur 
from the language of this verse, in connection wi th 
Isa. 34 : 8, that a year wi l l be occnpied in that ter-
rible Visitation. 

V R R R E 9. And tlie kinga of the earth, who have com-
mited fomication and lived delicioiialy with her, shali hewail 
her and lamenfc for her, when they shall aee the smoke of 
her bnrning, 1 0 , Standing afar oÜ' for the fear of her tor-
nie.it, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that 
niighty city ! for in one hour is thy judgment come. 1 1 . 
And tlie merchants of tho earth shall weep and mourn over 
her ; for no man buyeth their merchandiao any moro. 

The infliction of the very first plague must resuit 
in a complete Suspension of traffic in those articles 
of lusury for whieh Babylon is noted. And when 
the merchants of these things, who are to a great 
extent Citizens of this symbolic city, and who have 
been made rieh by their traflic in these things, sud-
denly find themselves and their neighbors sniitten 
with putrefying sores, their tralfic suspended, and 
their vast stores of merchandise on hand, but none 
to buy them, they hft up their voices in lamenta-
tion foi' the fate of this grea,t city ; for i f tliei'o is 
anything which w i l l draw from the men of this 
generation a sincere cry of distress, i t is that which 
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touchcs their treasui'cs. And there is a fitness in 
this retribution. They who but a short time before 
had issued a decree that the saints of God should 
neither buy nor seil, now find themselves put under 
the same restriction by a far more etfectual process. 

The question may arise how persons involved in 
the same calamity can stand afar off and lament 
etc. But i t must be remembered that this desola-
tion is brought to view under a iiguro; and that 
figure is a city visited wi th destruetion. Should _ 
calamity come upon a literal city, i t would be nat-
ural for its inhabitants to fiee from that city, i f they 
had opportunity, and standing afar off, lament its 
f a l l ; and just in proportion to their terror and 
antazement at the evil impending, would be the dis-
tance at which they would stand from their de-
voted city. Now the figure of the apostle would 
not be complete without a feature of this k i n d ; and 
so he uses i t , not to imply that people would liter-
ally fiee from the symbolical city, which would be 
impossible, but to denote tlieir terror and amaze-
ment at the descending judgments. 

V E E H E 1 2 . The merchandise of gold, and silver, and 
precious stones, and of pearls, and flne linen, and purple, 
and Si lk , and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner 
veasels of ivory, and all inannor vessels of moat precious 
wood, and of brasa, and iron, and marble, 1 3 , A n d cinna-
mon, and odors, and ointmcnta, and frankincense, and wine, 
and oil,.and fino Hour, and wheat, and beasts, and slieep, and 
horsea, and cliarlots, and alaves, and souls of men. 

Tn these verses we have an enumeration of great 
IBab^don's ixie}.-chandiae, among which, i t w i l l be 
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noticcd are slaves and souls of men. The church 
has been the great bulwark of American slavery; 
and previous to the great rebellion, at least six hun
dred thousand slaves were held by members of the 
different churches in the South. The movement for 
the emancipation of these slaves, did not originate 
wi th the churches, north or south. Hence they are 
i n nowise relievcd from the guilt of this sin, by the 
fact that the government, as a military nccessity, 
has abolished slavery. Had the matter been leftto 
the church, literal slavery woidd have continued to 
the end; but may there not be allusion here also to 
slavery of conscience, by the creeds of these bodies, 
wdiicli in some cases is more ojjpressive than phys-
ical bondage ? 

V E R S E 14. And the frnita that thy soul histed after are de-
p.nrted from thee, and all things whicli were dainty and 
güodly are doparted from thee, and thou shalt find them no 
more at all, 

The fruits here mentioned we learn by reference 
to the original to be "auturanal fruits," I n other 
words, the "delicacies of the season," upon which 
the luxurious profcssor so sets his pampered appe-
tite, w i l l be suddenly cut off. This of cour.se is the 
work of the famine, which is the resuit of the fourth 
vial . Chap. 16 : 8. 

V E R S E 15. The merchants of these things, which were mado 
rieh by her, shall stand afar ofF for the fear of her tornient, 
weeping and wailing, 16, A n d saying, Alas, alas, tliat great 
city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, 
and decked with gold, and precious 8tones,*ap(l pearls ! 17. 
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F o r in one hour so great riclies is come to noiight. And' 
every shipmaster, and all the C o m p a n y in shipa, and sailors, 
and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, 1 8 , And cried 
when they saw the smoke of her bnrning, saying, What city 
is like unto this great city ! Ii) . And they cast dust on their 
heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, 
tliat great city, wherein were made rieh all that had sliips in 
the sea by reason of her costliueas ! for in one hour is she 
made desolate. 

The reader can readily iinaginc the causc of this 
universal voice of mourning, lamentation, and woe., 
Imagine the plague of sores preying upon men, the 
rivcrs turned to blood, tho sea like the blood of a 
dead man, the sun scorching men w i t h fire, their 
traffic gone, and their silver and gold unable to de
liver thein, and we need not wonder at their excla-
mations of distress, nor that shipmasters and sailors 
jo in in the general wail . Very differentis the enio -
tion the saints are called upon to exercise, as tl iu 
following testimony ,shows ;— 

V E R S E 20 . Rejoice over her, thou Heaven, and ye lioly 
apostles and prophets ; for God hath avenged you on her. 
2 1 . And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great mill-
stone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence 
shall that great city Babylon be tlirown down, and shall be 
found no more at all. 22 . And the voice of harpers, and 
musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall bo heard 
no more at all in thee; and no craftsraan, of wliatsoever 
craft he be, shall be found any more in thee ; and the sound 
of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thoe ; 2 3 ; 
A n d the light of a candle shalt shine no more at all in thee ; 
and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be 
heard no more -at all in thee ; for thy merchants were the 
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great men of earth ; for by tliy Korccrios were all nathms do-
ceived. 24. A n d in her was foimd the blood of prophets, 
and of saints and of all that were slain upon the earth. 

The apostles and prophets are here called upon 
to rejoice o v e r g r e a t Babylon in her destruetion,'as 
i t is in close connection ^yith this destruetion t h a t 
they w i l l all be delivered from the power of death 
and the grave b y the first resurrection. 

Like a great millstone, Babylon sinks to rise no 
more. The various arts and crafts that have been 
employed i n her midst, and have ministered to her 
desires, shall be practiced no more. The pompous 
music that has been employed i n her imposing but 
formal a n d l i fe less servicc, dies away forever. The 
scenes of festivity and gladness, when the bride
groom and bride have been led before her altars, 
shall be witnessed no more. 

Her sorceries constitute her leading crime; and 
sorcery is a practice which is involved i n the spir-
itualism of to-day. " And in her was found the 
blood of all that w êre slain upon the earth." From 
this we infer that evcr since the ifitroduction of a 
false religion into the world, Babylon has existed. 
I n her has been f o u n d all along Opposition to the 
work of God, a n d persecution of his people. Tn 
reference to the g u i l t of the last generation, see 
on chap. 16 :6 . 

in 

dlfacptef X I X . 

. THE T R I U M P H OF THE S A I N T S . 
" V E U S K 1. A n d after these thinga I heard a great voice of 

much people in Heaven, saying, Älleluia : Salvation, and 
glory, and honor, and power, unto the L o r d OTir G o d ; 2 ; 
F o r true luid righteons arc his judgments ; for lio hath 
judgcd the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with 
her fomication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants 
at her hand. 3. And again they aaid, AUeluia. And her 
smoke rcjse up forever and ever. 

Continuing the subject o f c h a p . 18, the apostle 
here introduces the song of tr iumph w h i c h the 
redeemed saints strike up on victor harps, w h e n 
they behold the complete destruetion o f t h a t great 
S y s t e m of Opposit ion to God and Iiis true worship, 
comprehended i n great Babylon. This destruetion 
takes place, and t l i i s song is sung in connection 
wi th the second C o m i n g of Christ at the commcnce-
ment of the thousand years. There can but one 
query arise on this scripture, and that is, how i t 
c a n be said that her smoke rose u p f o r e v e r and 
ever. Does n o t this language imply eternity of 
sufiering ? J j c t i t be rememliered that this is bor-
rowed language, and to gain a eorrect understand-
ing of i t we must go back to its first introduction 

Revclation. 2 3 (3S3) 
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and consider its iraport a s there used. I n Isa. 34 
w i l l be found the language from which, i f we mis
take not, such cxpressions as these are bon-owed. 
Uiider the figure of Id.uniea a certain destruetion 
is brought to view, and i t is said of that land that 
its streams should be turned into pitch, its dust 
into brimstone, that i t should become burniug 
pitch and not be quenched night nor day, but that 
its smoke should go up forever. Now this language 
is spoken, as a l l must coneede, of one of two things; 
either of some pai'ticular country called Idumea, or 
of the wliole earth under that name. I n either 
case i t is evident that the language must be limited. 
We th ink the whole earth is meant, frora the fact 
that the chaptcr opcns wi th an address to the earth 
and all that is therein, tho world and all that come 
forth of i t ; and the indignation of the Lord is 
declared to be upon all nations. Now whether this 
refers to the depopulation and desolation of the 
earth at the second advent, or to the purifying fires 
that shall purge i t of the effects of the curse at the 
end of the thousand years, the language must sti l l 
be l imi ted ; for after a l l this, a ronovated earth is 
to come forth, and be the abode of the nations of 
the saved throughout eternity. Three times this 
oxpression of smoke going up forever is used in the 
Bible: once here i n Isa. 34, of the land of Idiimea 
as a figure of the earth; again in Rev. 14, of the 
worshipers of the beast and iiruige; and again in 
the ehapter we are now considering, referring to the 
destruetion of great Babylon; and all of them, we 
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understand, apply to the very same time and 
describe the same scenes, namely, the destruetion 
visited upon this earth, the wor.shipers of the 
beast, and all the pomp of great Babylon, at tho 
second advent of our Lord and Saviour. • 

V E H R B 4. And tho four and twenty eldera and the four 
beasts fcH duwn and wurahipcd God that sat on the throne, 
saying, A m e n ; Alleluia. 5. And a voice came out of the 
throne, saying, Fraise our God, all ye his servants, and ye 
that fear him, btith small and great. 6. A n d I heard as i*-
were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice ef 
many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, 
saying, A l le lu ia ; for the Lord God omnipotent reign
eth. 7. L e t na be glad and rojoice, and give honor to him ; 
for tlie marriage of the Larah is come, and hia ivife hath 
made herseif roady. 8. And to her was grantcd that aho 
ahould be arrayed in line linen, clean and whi te ; for tho 
fine linon is the righteousnesa of saints. 

The Lord God omnipotent, the Father, reigneth, 
is the language of this song. He reigns at the 
present time, and has ever reigned, in reality, 
though sentence against an evil work has not been 
exeeuted speedily ; but now he reigns by open 
manifestations of bis power in the reduction of all 
his foes. 

"Rejoice for the marriage of the Lamb 
is come, and Iiis wife hath made herseif ready." 
Who is the " bride, the Lamb's wife," and what i s 
the marriage ? A vast flehl for thought is here 
opened, and niat(M.'ial furnisbed for a more lengtliy 
exposition than time or space wi l l permit us here 
to give. We hold, i n brief, that the Lamb's wife ia 
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the New Jerusalem which is above. This w i l l be 
noticed more ful ly on ehapter 21. The marriage of 
the Lamb is his receptioii of this city. When he 
receives this city, he receives i t as the ornament 
and metropolis of his kingdoni ; hence he receives 
with i t , his kingilüuj, and the throne of his father 
David. This we understand to be the event desii:-
nated by the marriage of the Lamb. That the 
marriage relation is often tak'cn to ilkistrate the 
Union between Clirist and his people, is granted; 
but the marriage of the Lamb here spoken of, 
is a definite event to take place at a definite 
t ime ; and i f the declaration that Christ is the 
head of the church as the husband is the head 
of the wife, Eph. 5: 28, proves that the church 
is now the Lamb's wife, then the marriage of the 
Lamb took place ages in the past; but that can
not be, according to this scripture, which loeates 
i t in the future. Faul told his Corintbian con-
verts that he had espoused them to one husband 
even Christ. This is true of all converts. But 
while this figure is uscd to denote the relation that 
they then assumed to Christ, was i t a faet that the 
marriage of the Lamb took place i n C o r i n t h in 
Paul's day, and that i t has been going on for the 
past eighteen hundred years ? Furtbor remarks 
on this point are dcferred to a consideration of 
chap. 21. 

But i f the city is the bride, i t may be asked how 
i t can be said that she hath made herseif ready . 
Answer. B y the figure of personification, which 

CBAPTEM XIX, VESSES 9, JO. 357 

attributes life and aclian to inanimate objects. See 
a notable instance in Bs. 114. Again, a query may 
arise on verse 8, liovv a city can be arrayed in the 
righteousjiess of the saints. But i f we consider 
that a city without inhabitants would be but ' 
a dreary and cheerless place, we see at once how 
this is. Reference is had to the countless number 
of its glorified inhal.)itants in their shining apparel. 
This raiment was grmtted to her. What is granted 
to her ? Isa. 54, and Gal. 4: 21-31, w i l l explain» 
To the new-eovenant city are granted many more-
children than to the old. Tliese are her glory and 
rejoicing. The goodly apparel of this city, so to-
speak, consisis of the hosts of the redeemed and 
immortal ones who walk its golden streets. 

V E R S E 9. And lio saith unto me, Writc, Blesaed aro they 
which are called unto the mairiago supper of tho Lamb.. 
A n d he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of Güd. 
10 . A n d I feil at his feet to worship him. And lie said 
unto me, See thou do it not ; I am thy fellow-sorvaut, aud 
of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus ; worship 
G o d ; für the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

Many are the allusions to this marriage aupper in 
the New Testament. I t is refeired to i n the para-
ble of the marriage of the king's son, Matt. 22 :1-14, 
ägain in Luke 14: lG-24. I t is the time when we 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of God, when we are 
reconipensed at tlie resurrection of the just. Luke 
14:12-15. I t is the time when we shall drink the 
f ru i t of the vine new wi th our Redeemer in his 
heavenly kingdom. M a t t 20 :29 ; Mark 14 :25 ; 
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Luke 22 •-18, I t is the time when we shall sit at 
his table in the kingdom, Luke 22 : 30, and he w i l l 
gircl hiiiiself and come forth and serve us, Luke 
12:37. Blessed indeed are they who have the 
privilege of partaking of this glorious feast. 

A word on verse 10, in reference to those who 
th ink they find here an argument for consciousness 
in death. The mistake which such persons make on 
this scripture is insupposing that tho angel declares 
to John that he is one of the old prophets, come 
back to communicate w i t h him. The pei-son em
ployed in giving the Revelation to John, is called an 
angel, and angids are not the departed spirits of the 
dead. Whoever takes the position that they are, is 
to all intenta a spiritualist; for this is the very 
foundation-stone of their infamous theory, But 
the angel says no such thing. He simply says that 
he is the fellow-servant of John, as he had been the 
fellüw-servant of his brethren the prophets. The 
term fellow-servant implies that they were all on a 
common footing as servants of the great God; hence 
he was not a proper object for John to worship. 
See on chap. 1 : 1 , " H i s angel." 

V E H S E 11. Aud I sftw heaven openod, and hehold a white 
hoise ; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousneas he doth judge and make wai'. 
12, Hia eyea were as a flame of fire, and on hia head were 
many crowna ; and he had a name written, that no man 
knew, but he himself. 13. And he was clothed with a vest-
iire dipped in blood; and his name ia called the Word of 
God, 14 And tlm armios which were in heaven followed 
him upon white horses, clothed in ünc linen, white and clean. 
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.].% A n d out of Iiis mouth goeth a sharp aword, that with it 
ho a h o i i i d smite the nationa ; aud he aliall r u l o them with a 
rod of i r o i t ; aud he treadeth tho wiuejU'CHa of the fierceness 
and wratli of Ahnighty God. lü. And he hath on Iii« vest-
ure and on his thigh a name -written, K i n g of kings, and 
J-ord of iorda. 17. A n d I saw an angel st;uiding in the sun ; 
und he cried with a loud voice, aaying to all the fowla that 
tly in the midat of heaven, Come and gather youraelvea to
gether unto the suppor of tlie great God ; 18 ; That ye may 
eat tlie Jlesh of kings, and the llesh of captaiiis, and thu fioali 
of mighty nien, and tho flesh of horses, and of them that sit 
on them, and the fiesli of all men, botli free and bond, both 
amall aud great. 19. And I saw the beast, and the kings of 
the earth, and their armies, gathered togetiicr to make war 
against him that sat on the horse, and againat Iiis army. 
20. And tho beast was taken, and with him tiie false prophet 
that wrought niii-aclea before him, with which he deceived 
them that had received the mark of the beast, and them tliat 
worahiped his Image. Those both were cast alive into a lake 
of fire burniug with hiimatone. 21. And the remnant -were 
slain with the sword o f him that sat upon tlie horse, which 
aword proceeded out of hia mouth ; and al l the fowla were 
ülled with their flesh. 

W i t h verse 11 a new scene is introduced, We 
are here carried back to the second coming of 
Christ, this time under the symbol of a warrior r i d -
ing forth to battle. W h y is he represented thus ? 
Because he is going forth to war,—to meet " the 
kings of the earth and their armies," and this would 
be the only proper character i n which to represent 
him on such an occa.sion. His vesture is dipped i n 
blood. See a description of the same scene in Isa. 

I'5i3 : l - * , The armies of Heaven, the angels of God, 
follow him. Verse 15 shows how he rules the 
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naiioiiM w i i l i ii rod oi* iron, wliou tliey are given l i ini 
i'or an inheritance, as recorded in tlie seeond Psalm, 
which populär tlicology interpi'cts to mean tlic con-
veifiion of the world. Jiut would not such expres-
sions as " treadetli tlie winepress of the fierceness and 
wrath of Aimighty God," be a very singular descrip
tion of a work of grace upon the hearts of the 
heathen for their conversion ? 

Christ has at this time closed his mediatorial 
work, and laid oH" his priestly robes for kingly at-
t i r e ; for he has on his vesture and on his thigh a 
name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords. 
This is in harmony with the character in which he 
here appears ; for i t was the custom of warriors an-
ciently to have some kind of a t it le inscribed upon 
their vesture. Verse 17. What is to be understood 
by the angel standing in tho sun ? I n chap IG : 17, 
we read of the seventh vial being poured out into 
the a i r ; from which i t was inferred that as the air 
envelops the whole earth, that plague would be uni 
versal. May we not apply the same prineiple of 
interpretation here, and conclude that the angel 
standing i n the sun and issuing his call from thenee 
to the fowls of heaven to come to the supper of the 
great God, denotes that his proclamation wi l l go 
wherever the sun's rays touch upon this earth ? 
And the fowls w i l l be obedient to tlie call, and fill 
themselves wi t l i the flesh of kings, captains, mighty 
men, and horses. Thus while the saints are par
taking of the marriage supper of the Lamb, the 
wicked are themselves food for the fowls of heaven, 
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The iK'a.st and the false pro]iliet are taken. The 
false prophet is the one that works miraeles before 
the beast. This proves him to be ideiitical with the 
two-horned beast of chap. l'.i, to whom the sanu; 
work, for the very same purpose, is there attributed. 
The fact that these are cast uUve into the lake of 
fire, shows that these powers wi l l not pass away 
and be succeeded by others, but be l iv ing powers at 
the second advent of Christ. 

I t appears from verse 21 that there is a remnant 
not numbered with the beast or false prophet. 
These are slain by the aword of him that sits upon 
the horse, which sword proceeds out of his mouth. 
This sword is doubtless what ia spoken of else-
where aa the spirit of hia mouth, and breath of his 
Ups, w i th which the Lord shall alay the wicked at 
his a]ipearing and kingdom. Isa^ 1 1 : 4 ; 2 Theas. 
2:8. 



THE FIRST AND SECOND RESURRECTIONS. 
V E K H B 1. Aiul I 3ftw iin angel come down from Heaven, 

having the key of the bottomleas pit and a great chain in his 
hand. 2. And ho laid hold on thu dritgon, that old aorpent, 
which is the devil, and Sativn, and liound him a thoii.sand 
years, 3, And cast him into the hottonüess pit, and ahnt him 
np, and set a aeal upon him, that he should deceive the na
tions no more, ti l l the thousand years should be fultillud; 
and after that he must be loosed a little season. 

The event w i t h which this ehapter opens seoms 
to t'ollow, in cln-onological orJer, the events oi' the 
preceding cliapter. The inquiries that here arise 
are, Who is the angel that conies down from 
Heaven ? What is the key and chain which he has 
i n his hand ? What is the bottomlcss p i t ? and, 
What is meant by binding Satan a thousand yeai-s ? 

1. 27ie angel. Is this angel Christ, as some sup-
pose ? Evidently not. A bright ray of l ight is 
thrown from tbe old typical service directiy upon 
this passage. Thus : Christ is the great High Piiest 
of this dispensation. On the day of atonement, 
anciently, two goats were taken by the priest, upou 
which lots were cast, one for the Lord, and the 
other for the scape-goat. The one upon which the 

(303) 
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Lord's lot feil, was then slain and his blood carried 
into the sanctiiary, to make an atonement for the 
children of Israel, after which tbe sin.s of the people 
were confessed upon the head of the other, or scape-
goat, and he was sent away by the liand of a fit 
man into the wilderness, or place not Iidiabited. 
Now as Christ ia the priest of this dispensation, so, 
by arguments, a few of which we here introduce, 
Satan is shown to be the antitypical sciipe-goat 

(1.) The Hebrew word for scape-goat, as given in 
the margin of Lev. 16 : 8, is Azazel. On tliis verse, 
Jenks, in his Comprehensive Commentary, remavks: 
" Scape-goat. See diff. opin. in Bochart. Spimcer, 
after the oldcst opinion of the Kebrews and Chris
tians, thinks Azazel is the name of tlie devil; and 
so Rosenmüller, whom see. The Syriac has, Azzail 
the angel (strong one) who revolted." The d e v i l is 
here evidently pointed out. Thus we have the defi
nition of the Scripture term in two ancient lan-
guages, w i t h the oldest opinion of the Gliristians, 
in favor of the view that the scape-goat is a type of 
Satan. 

C!has. Beecher, in " Redeemer and Redeemed," pp. 
67, 68, says: " What goes to confirm this is, that the 
most ancient paraphrases and translatlons treat 
Azazel as a proper name. The Chaldee paraphrase, 
and the tarofums of Onkelos and Jonathan, would 
certainly have translated i t i f i t was not a proper 
name, but they do not . The Septuagint, or oldest 
Greek Vers ion , i-endei's i t by äTro7ro^n-«(oc {apopom-
paios), a word applied by the Greeks to a malign 
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deity, sometimes appnased Iiy .sacrifieos. Aiiüilier 
conKrination is found in the book of Enoch where 
the name Azalzul, evidently a enrruption of Azazel, 
is given to one of tbe fallen angels, thus plainly 
bhowing what was the prevalent understanding of 
tbe Jews at that d.ay. 

" S t i l l another evidence is found in the Arabic, 
whore Azazel is employed as the name of the Evi l 
Spirit. I n addition to these, we have the evidence 
of the Jewish work Zohar, and of the Cabalistic and 
Rabbinical writers. They teil us that the following 
proverb was current among the Jews : ' On the day 
of atonement, a g i f t to Sanimael.' Hence, Moses 
Oerundinensis feels called to say that i t is not a 
sacrilice, but only done because commanded by God. 

"Another step in the evidence is, when we find 
this same opinion passing from the Jewish to the 
early Christian church. Origen was the most learned 
of tbe Fathers, and on such a point as tliis, the mean-
ing of a Hebrew word, his testimony is reliable, 
Says Origen: 'He who is called in the Septuagint 
üfftfTrô jraiof, and i n the Hebrew Azazel, is no other 
than the devil.' 

" I n view, then, of the difficulties attending any 
other meaning, and the accumulated evidence in 
favor of this, Hengstenberg afiirms wi th great con-
fidence, that Azazel cannot be anything eise but 
another name for Satan." 

(2.) I n the common acceptation of the word, the 
terin "scape-goat" is ap]iliüd to any one who has be
come obnoxiüus to the Claims of justice; and while 
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i t is revolting to all our conceptions of the charac
ter and glory of Christ to apply this term to him, 
i t must strike every one as a very appropriate des-
ignation of the devil, who is styled in Scrijiture, 
the accuser, adversary, angel of the bottömless pit , 
Beelzebub, Belial, dragon, enemy, evil spirit, father 
of lies, murderer, prince of devils, serpent, tempter, 
etc., etc. 

{3.) Our third renson for this position is tho very 
strikiiiü: manner in which i t haruionizes with the 
events to transpire i n connection w i t h the cleansing 
of the heavenly saiictuary, as far as revealed to us 
in the Scriptures of t ruth . 

We behold in the type, 1. The sin of the trans-
gressor iinparted to the victim. 2. We see tliivt sin 
borne by the ministration of the priest and the 
blood of tho ofl'ering, into the saiictuary. 3. On the 
tenth day of the seventh moiith we see the priest 
w i th the blood of the sin-oifering for the people, re-
move al l their sins from the saiictuary, and lay 
them upon the head of the scape-goat. 4. The goat 
bears them away into a land not inhabited. 

Answering to these events in the type, we beholfl 
i n the antitype, 1. The great oflbring for the world, 
made on Calvary. 2. The sins of all those who 
avail themselves of the morits of Ohrist's shed blood, 
by faith in him, borne, by the ministration of Christ 
while pleading bis own blood, into the new-eovenant 
sanctuary. 3. After (!hrist, the minister of tbe 
true tabernacle [Heb. 8 : 2], has finished his minis
tration, he wil l remüve the sins of Iiis people from 
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the sanctuai-y, and lay them upon tho hoad of their 
author, the antitypical scape-goat, the devil. 4. 
The devil w i l l he sent away wi th them into a land 
not inhabited. 

This we bolieve to be the very e\'ent described in 
the verses under notice. The sanctuary service 
is, at the time here specified, closed. Christ lays 
upon the head of the devil the sins which have been 
transferred to the sanctuary, and which are imi)utcd 
to the saints no more, and the devil is sent away, not 
by the hand of theHigh Priest, but by the hand of an
other person, according to the type, into a place here 
called the bottömless pit. Hence this angel is not 
Christ. For a füll exposition of this subject see the 
work on "The Sanctuary and its Cleansing." 

2. The hey and chain. I t cannot be suppo.sed that 
the key and chain are l iteral; they are rather used 
meroly as symbols of the power and authority with 
which this angel is clothed upon this occasion. 

3. The boitondess pit. The original word signi-
fies an abyss, bottömless, deep, profound. Its use 
seems to be such as to show that the woi'd denotes 
any place of darkness, desolation, and death. Tlius 
in Rev. 9 : 1 , 2, i t is applied to the barrcn wastes of 
the Ärabian doserfc, anil in Rom. 10; 7, to tbe grave. 
But the passage wliich specially tlirows light upon 
the meaning of the word here, is Gen. 1: 2, where 
we read that "darkness was upon tbe faco of tho 
deep." The word there rendered deep is the same 
word that is here rendered bottomlesspit; so that tbat 
might have been translated, "Darkness was upon the 
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face of the abyss, or bottömless pit . " But we all 
know what is meant by the word " deep" as there 
used; i t is applied to this earth in its chaotic state. 
I'recisely this we believe i t means in this third verse 
of Revelation 20. A t this time, let i t be borne in 
mind, the earth is a vast charnel house of desolation 
and death. The voice of God has sliaken i t to its 
foundations, the Islands and mountains have been 
m o v c d out of their places, the great earthquakc has 
leveied to the earth the mighticst works of man, tbe 
seven last plagues have left their all-dcsolating foot-
prints over the earth, the burning glory attending the 
C o m i n g of the Son of man has borne its part in ac-
complishing the general desolation, the wicked have 
been given to the slaugliter, and their putrefying 
flesh and bleaching boncs lie unburied, ungathered, 
and unlamented, from one end of the earth to the 
other end thereof. Thus is the earth made empty 
and waste, and turned upside down. Isa. 24 :1 . 
Thus is i t brought back again, partially at least, to 
its original state of confusion and chaos. See Jer. 
4:19-26, especially verse 23. And what better 
term could be used to describe the earth tliusrolling 
on its course of dai'kness and desolation for a thou
sand years, than tbat of the abyss, or bottomlcss pit? 
Here, we understand, Satan wi l l be confined durhig 
this time, amid the ruin which, indirectiy, his own 
hands have wrought, unable to tlee from his habita-
tion of woe, or to repair in the least degree its hid-
cous ruin. 

4. The binding of Satan. We well know that 
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Satan i n order to work must h a v e subjects upon 
whom to work. Without these he can do nothing. 
But during the thousand years of his confinement to 
this earth, a l l the saints are i n Heaven beyond the 
power of his temptations, and the wicked are all in 
their graves, beyond his power to, deceive. His 
sphere of action is circumscribcd, he being at this 
time confmed to this earth; and thus is he boimd, 
being condenmed throughout this period to a hopcless 
State of inactivity and imbecility. This, to a mind 
that h a s been so busy as h is h a s been for the past six 
thousand years in deceiving the world, must be 
a punishment of the most intense severity. 

Some attempt to grow merry over this exposition 
of the binding of Satan, which makcs i t to mean the 
placing beyond his reach of the subjects upon which 
he works, a n d which makcs his being loosed to 
mean their being brought again, by a resurrection, 
under his influence. They tcU us that we have mis-
taken the parties, a n d have the wicked bound, not 
the devil. Yet how often do we hear i n the daily 
transactions of life such expressions as these: My 
w ây was completely hedgcd up ; my hands were 
completely tied, etc. But do we understand, when 
persons make such expressions, that some insur» 
mountahle obstacle was litcrally thrown across the 
path they were traveling, or that their hands were 
literally confined with ropes and cords? No; but 
simply that a combination of circunistances rendered 
i t impossible for them to act. Just so here; and 
why w i l l not people grant to Inspiration the same 
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liberty of speech that tbey give without question 
and without ridicule to their fellew-men in the 
common intercourso of life? 

V E K S E 4. And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, 
and judgment was given unto them ; and I saw the souls 
of them that were beheaded for tho witncas of Jer.us, and 
for tho word of God, and whieh liad not worshiped tlie 
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foroheads, or in their hands ; and they livcd and 
reigned with Christ a tliousand years. 5. But tho rest of 
the dead lived not again until the thousand yoars were fin- -
ished. This is the first resurrection. 6. Blessed and holy 
is ho that hath part in the IJrst resurrection; on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of 
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years. 

The exaltation of the saints. From the devil in 
his gloomy conflnement, John now directs our at
tention to the saints in victory and glory,—the saints 
reigning on thrones,—^all who are blessed and holy, 
and who, consequcntly, have part in tho first resur
rection. From that general assembly John then se-
lects two classes as worthy of espocial attention; 
first, tho nuirtyrs, those who have been beheaded for 
the witness of Jesus; and secondly, those who had 
not Avorshiped the beast and his image. This class, 
the ones who refuse the mai'k of the beast and his 
iuiage, are of course the ones who hear and obey the 
third message of Rev. 14; but these ai'e not the ones 
who aro belieaded for the witness of Jesus, as some 
have supposed who have contended that the last gen
eration of saints were all to be slain. The word 

Itevelation. 2 4 
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rendered Wtiti/t, in tlie cx|iressiün, " a i u l •whieh had 
not worshiped the beast," etc., shows that there is 
another class introduced. Tbe word ia ßffnf (kostis), 
and is defincd by Liddell and Scott, " Whosoever, 
wliichsoever, any one ivho, anytbing wliicb;"and by 
Robinson, " One who, some one who, whosoever, 
wliaLsuevcr." As one class, Jobn saw the martyra, 
and as another, he saw those who had n o t woi-sliipcd 
tho beast and his image. 

I t is true tliat oari.^ is sometimes used as a simple 
relative, as in 2 Cor. 3:14; Eph. 1 : 23; but ncvcr in 
such constructious as this, procedcd b y t h e conjuuc-
tion Kat. 

Lest any one should say that our rcndoring, who
soever, wuuld include millions of heathens and sin
ners who have not worshiped the beast, and promise 
to them a reign wi th Christ of a thousand years, we 
would call attention to the fact that the preceding 
ehapter states that the wicked had a l l been slain, and 
the seal of death set upon them for a thousand yeai-s; 
and John is viewiug only the righteuua C o m p a n y 
who have part in tbe first resurrection. 

The rest of the dead lived not again t i l l tho thou
sand years were finished. Whatever may be said to 
the contrary, no I .mguage could more plainly prove 
two r e s u r r e c i i o i i s ; the first, a resurrection of the 
righteous at the commencement of the thousand 
yeai-s, and the second that of the wicked a t the end of 
that period. On such as have part in the first resur
rection, the second death -will have no power. Tbey 
c a n pass unharmed through the Clements w h i c h dc-
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stroy the wicked like chaif. They wi l l bo able to 
dwell with dovouring fire, and everlasting burnings; 
Isa. 33 :14, 15; they w i l l be able to go forth and 
lfx)k upon the carcâ sses of the men who havu trans-
greascd against the Loi'd, as the quenchleas fire and 
undying worin are preying upon them. Isa. G6 : 24. 
The dlfierence between the righteous and the wicked 
in this respect is scen again in the fact tliat, while 
God is to tho latter a consuming fire, he is to his peo
ple both a sun and shield. 

The wicked who are raised at tbe end of the thou
sand years, as really live again as they have once 
hved on the earth. To deny this, is to do violence to 
this scripture. I n what physical condition they wi l l 
be raised, we are not informed. I t is usual to say 
on this point, that what w e have lost unconditionally 
in Adam, is restored unconditionally in Christ. 
W i t h respect to physical condition this should not 
porhaps be taken in an unlimited scn.se; for we have 
lost greatly in stature and vital force, which need 
not be i'estored to the wicked. I f they are brought 
back to tbe average mental and physical condition 
which they enjoyed during life, or the peiiod of 
their probation, would not that be sufiielent for them 
to receive at • last understandingly thu reward of 
their deeds? 

Vi:u:<R 7. And wheii tlic thousand years are t^xpircd, Sa
tan ahall be loosed out of his prisoii. S. And eiiall go out to 
deceive tho nations which aro i a the four cpiavters of thc 
earth, Gog and Magog, to gathar them to [̂̂ iither to battle; 
tho immber of whom is as thu sand of the soa, '.). Aiit^ 
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they wont up on the bi-culth of tho earth, and compasaed 
the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city; and iire 
camo down from God out of heavon, and devonred them, 
10. And the devil that deceived them was caat into the lake 
of fire and brimstone, where tho bcaat and false prophet are, 
and allall be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

A t the end of the one thousand years, the holy 
city, the New Jerusalem, in which tho sa ints have 
dwelt in Heaven during that period, comes down, 
and is located upon the earth, and becomes the camp 
of the saints, ai'ound which the resurrected wicked 
come Up numberless as the sand of tho sea. Tho 
devil deceives them and thus brings them up to this 
battle. The deeoption m u s t of course have refei-ence 
to some advantage to be gained by fighting against 
the saints. They are probably dcluded into the hope 
that they can overcome the saints, dispossess them of 
their city, and still hold possession of the eartli. But 
fire com&s down from Cod out of Heaven and de-
vours them. The word hei'e rendered devour, Prof. 
Stuart admits is, "intensive," and signifies " t o eat 
up, <Ievüur, so that i t denotes utter excision." This 
is the time of the perdition of ungodiy men, the time 
when the Clements shall melt w i th fervent hcat, the 
earth also, and w h e n the works that are in the earth 
shall be b u r n t up . 2 Pet. 3 :1 , 10. I n the l ight of 
these scriptures, w e can s(;(! how tbe wdckcd arc to 
receive their recompense in tlie earth; Prov. 11 :31 ; 
we can see also that i t is not eternal life in mlsery, but 
an " utter excision," entire and complete desti-uction. 

Two views deserve a passiug notice at this point. 
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The first is that tlie earth is i"encwed at the second 
Coming of Christ, and is the liabitation of the .saints 
durhig the thousand y e a r s . The other is thai when 
Chiist appeai'S the second t ime, he sets up bis k ing
dom in Palestine, and perfoi'ms, in connection with 
bis saints, a work of conquest over tbe nations t h a t 
are left on the earth during the thousand years, and 
finally subdues them to himself. 

One among many objections to the fii-st view, is , 
that i t makes the wicked in their resurrection, come 
up, with tho devil at their head, and tread with 
their unhallowed feet upon the puiified and holy 
earth, and the saints who have held possession for a 
thousand years, are obligod to yieltl prwsession, and 
flee into the city. But we cannot believe that the 
saints' inlieritancc wi l l ever be thus marred, or that 
the fair plains of the earth made new, wi l l ctver be 
poUuted with the impious tread of the resuscitated 
wicked; for be-sidos outraging all ideas of propriety, 
there is no scripture from which even an inference 
can be drawn to suppoi-t i t . 

And as to the second view, one among many of its 
absurdities is, that notwitbstanding Christ and his 
saints have eoncpiered the earth during tho thousand 
years, at the end of this period the wicked got the 
uppei- hands of tJiom, they lose their territory, 
tho work of a thousand years is undone, and they 
are compelled to beat an ignominioas retreat into the 
city for shelter, leaving the earth to their undisputed 
sway. Tliose who wish may i-ack their brains in 
trying to harmonize the inconsjsteneies and absurdl-
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ties of such theories, or m a y encloavor to ciraw 'con-
Rolation from the tluhious pvospcct. For ourselves, 
we prefer befcter employment aud a hrigliter hope. 

I n contrast w i th theso theories, there is a beauti-
ful harmony in the view herein presented; namely 
that the saints are with Christ in Heaven d u r i n g 
the thousand years, while the earth lies desolate; 
that at the e n d of that t ime, the saints a n d tho city 
come <lowa, the wicked dead are r a i s e d , and come 
up against i t ; that tho latter there receive their 
judgment; and that from the purifying fires which 
destroy them, come foi'th the new heavens, and new 
earth, to be the abode of tho righteous throughout 
endless ages. 

From verse 10 some have argued that the devil 
alone was to be tormented day and night. Rut the 
testimony of this verse is more extensive than that. 
The verb, shall be tormented, i s in the plural, and 
agrees w i t l i the beast and false prophet; whereas i t 
would be in the singular number if i t referred to 
the devil alone. I t wi l l be noticed that in the ox
pression, "whore the beast and false prophet are," 
are is a supplied word. I t would be more proper 
to supply the words, were cast, answering to what 
was spoken of the devil just before. The sentence 
would then read, " The devil was cast into the lake 
of fire where the beast and false prophet tücrc cast.'" 
They were cast in there and destroyed at the com
mencement of the thousand years. The individuals 
of which those organizations were composed, come 
up in the second resurrection, and a similai'and final 
destruetion is now visited upon them. 

'^^''''"^-''•-'mufm^'viK' 
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The Lahe of Fire. Some reader may be inclined 
to ask for a definition of the lake of fire. Äs a com
prehensive definition, may i t not be calleil a symbol of 
the agencies which God employs to elose u p his con-
trovei^sy with the living wicked at tho bcginning of 
the thousand years, a,nd with all the hosts of the un
godiy at t h e e n d of that period ? Literal fire w i l l 
of course be largely employcMl in this work. "We can 
better describe its efiects than the thing itself. A t 
the second Coming of Christ, i t is tbe flaming fire i n 
w h i c h the Lor<l Jesus is revealed; i t is the spii'it of 
hia mouth and biightness of bis coming b y which the 
Man of Sin is to be consumed; i t is the fire in which 
great Babylon shall be utterly bumed. Rev. 18:8. 
A t the end of the thousand years, i t is the day t h a t 
burneth as an oven; Mal. 4 : 1 ; i t i s the fervent heat 
that shall melt the elements and the eai'th, and b u r n 
up the works that are therein ; i t is the fire of To-
phet " prepared for the k i n g " (the d e v i l a n d hia a n -

^ gels, Matt. 25 : 41), the pile whereof is deep and large, 
and which " the bre8,th of the Lord like a stream of 
brimstone doth kindle." Isa. 30:33. I t is the fire 
that comes d o w n f r o m God o u t of Heaven. On t h e 
expression, " tormented day and night forever and 
ever," aee on chap. 19 :1-4. f 

V E H S E 11. A n d I saw a great white throne, and H i m that 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and tho heaven fled 
away; and there was found no place for them, 12. And I 
saw the dead, amall and great, stand before Grod; and the 
books were opened ; and another book was opened, wliich is 
tlie book of l i fe ; aud the dead were judged out of tliose 
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things wliich wero written in tho bonks, [recording to their 
works. 13. A n d tho Kca gavo ujj the dead which were in i t ; 
and death and hell delivered np the dead wJiieh were in 
thcni ; and they wero judgod every man according to their 
works. 14. And death and hell were cast into the lake of 
fire. This is tlie second death. 15. A n d whosoever was not 
found wiitten in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

Wifch verse 1 1 , John introduces another scene to 
taice place in connection with the final doom of the 
ungodiy. I t is the great whih; tJrrone of judgment 
before which they are assemblcd to receive their 
awful sentence of condemnation and death. 

1. Tlic Boohs of Record. They are judgcd out of 
the things written in the b o o k s ; from wliich we learn 
the solemn fact that a record of all our deeds is kept 
on high. A faithful and unerring record is m a d e by 
the angehe secretarics. Tbe wicked cannot conceal 
from them any of their deeds of dai'kness. They 
cannot bribe them to pass over in their record any of 
their unlawful acts. They must meet them all again, 
and be judged accordingly. 

2. The Execution of the Se-ntevce. They are 
to be punished accoi'ding to tbeb' works. Tbe 
Scriptures declare that they shall be rewarded ac-
corrling to their deeds. There arc, then, to be degrees 
in the punishment of the wicked ; ansl i t may be 
asked how this can be harmonized with tho view that 
death is the punishment for sin, and conu-s upon all 
alike. Let us ask believers tn etei'nal inisery how 
they w i l l maintain degrees in their System. They 
teil US the intensity of the pain endured wil l be in 
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each case proportifmed to tbe guilt ol' the suOerer, 
But how can this be ? Are not the Harnes of hell 
eipially sevorc in all parts ? and will they not equally 
aifect tdl the inmiateiial souls cast therein ? But 
God can interpose, i t is answered, to produce the of 
feet desired. Very well, then, we reply, cannot he 
also interpose, if iiecessary, and graduate the pain at-
tendant upon the sinner's being rcdueed to a state of 
death as the climax of Iiis penalty ? So, then, this 
view is cqual wdth the common one i n this respect, 
while i t possesses gr'oat advantage over i t in another ; 
for while t b a t has to lind its degrees of punishment 
in intensity of pain alone, the duration in all cases 
being equal, this may not only have degrees in pain, 
but ' in duration also; ibr wdiile some may perish in a 
short Space of time, the w^eaiy sufferings of others 
may be long drawn out. But yet, we appreliend 
that the bodily suffering w i l l be but an unnoticed 
trifle, compared with tho mental ag'ony, that keen 
anguish -vvhich w i l l rack thoir souls as they gct a 
view of their incomparable loss, each according to his 
capacity. of appreciation, Tho youth who had but 
little more than reached the years of accountability, 
and died porhaps with just enough guilt upon h i m to 
debar him from Heaven, being less able to compre-
hend his Situation and his loss, wi l l of course feel i t 
less. To him of older years, more capacity, and con
sequcntly a deeper exporience in s in , the bürden of his 
fate w i l l be proportionatelj^ greater. While the m a n 
of giant intellect and almost lioundloss conq^rchen-
sion, who thei'eby possessed greatei' influence for ovil. 
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and lience was the moro giülty for devoting his pow
ers to that evil, being able to understand his S i t u a 
tion fully, comprehend his fate, and realizo his loss, 
wi l l feel i t most keenly of all. Into hia soul indeed 
the iron w i l l enter most intolorably deep. And thus, 
by an establishod law of mind, the sufferings of each 
may be most accurately adjusted to the magnitude 
of their guilt. 

That the degree of suffering which each one is to 
endure, is taken into the account as a part of the 
punishment of their crimcs, is evident from Rom. 2 : 
6-10; Paul here speaking of the future "judgment 
of God," says:— 

"Who wil l render to evcry man accordina: to his 
deeds : to them who by patient continuance in weih 
doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, [he 
w i l l render] eternal life. But unto them,that are 
contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey un-
righteousness, [hc w i l l render] indignation and wratii , 
triJndatlon and anguish, upon every soul of man 
that doeth evil, of the Jew fii-st and also of the Gen-
tile." 

Why, i t is asked, is the book of life brought forth 
on this occasion, when all who have part in the sec
ond resurrection, beyond whieh this scene is located, 
are already forejudged to the second death? We 
answer, That i t may bo soen that none of the names 
of all the multitude who die the second death, are in 
the book of life, and why they are not there ; and i f 
the names have mer been there, why they were not 
retained ; that all the inteUigences of the universe 
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may see that God acts with strict justice and impar-
tial ity. 

And whosoever was not found written in the book 
of life was cast into the lake of fire. Reader, is your 
name written in the book of life ? Are you striving 
to avert in your own case tho fearful doom that 
awaits the ungodiy ? Rost not t i l l you have reason 
to believe that your name ia registered in the list of 
those who are to share at laat in the blessings of 
eternal life. 


